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States

Washington gubernatorial vote:
More than two months after Washing-

ton voters cast their ballots, Republi-
can Dino Rossi is hoping the courts will
give them another chance to pick their

next governor.
Rossi and the state

GOP announced Fri-
day they will contest
the gubernatorial elec-
tion that gave Rossi’s
Democratic foe, Chris-
tine Gregoire, a
129-vote victory.

Republicans filed a
lawsuit contesting the
election in Chelan
County, in north-cen-
tral Washington. GOP
attorney Harry Korrell
said Republicans
would not seek to block
Gregoire’s inauguration, scheduled for
Wednesday. Democrats said the state consti-
tution won’t allow a revote.

Death penalty lawsuit: A confessed serial
killer set to become the first inmate execut-
ed in New England in 40 years urged a feder-
al judge Friday to dismiss efforts by the in-
mate’s father and a civil liberties group to
spare his life.

“I don’t need anyone filing on my behalf,”
Michael Ross told Judge Christopher
Droney via closed circuit television from Os-
born Correctional Institution in Somers,
Conn. “I can file my own lawsuits if I wish.”

The Connecticut Civil Liberties Union
and Ross’ father, Dan, argue Connecticut’s
method of lethal injection amounts to cruel
and unusual punishment, and violates inter-
national treaties on torture and civil rights.

Peterson murders: The five people who
are sharing a $50,000 reward for finding the
bodies of Laci Peterson and her fetus have
chosen to stay out of the spotlight, but Laci
Peterson’s mother nonetheless offered them
her gratitude Friday.

“You could have chosen to keep on walk-
ing,” Sharon Rocha said, her voice trem-
bling at a news conference where the Carole
Sund/Carrington Foundation formally pre-
sented the reward. “You didn’t. You did the
right thing. For that we will be eternally
grateful.”

None of the five reward recipients attend-
ed the event, according to the Modesto
(Calif.) Bee. But Rocha said their grisly dis-
coveries along the shore of San Francisco
Bay nearly two years ago brought a mea-
sure of peace and closure to her family.

Scott Peterson, 32, Laci Peterson’s hus-
band, was convicted in November of mur-
dering his pregnant wife and dumping her
body in San Francisco Bay as he pretended
to fish alone on Christmas Eve 2002.

Triplet custody battle: A judge on Friday
awarded final legal custody to a surrogate
mother in Erie, Pa., who gave birth to trip-
lets and then refused to give them up, say-
ing the biological father and his fiancee
showed a lack of interest.

In his ruling, Erie County Judge Shad
Connelly said Danielle Bimber, 30, “is the
better caretaker by far.”

Connelly had already named Bimber the
legal mother of the three boys, who were
born Nov. 19, 2003, and granted her tempo-
rary primary custody last year.

Clergy sex abuse: The Archdiocese of
Portland, Ore., has begun running ads in
major U.S. newspapers alerting alleged vic-
tims of clergy sex abuse to an April 29 dead-
line to make claims in most cases.

The $250,000 worth of ads, required as
part of the church’s bankruptcy proceed-
ings, will run in 21 newspapers, including
The Wall Street Journal and USA Today,
over the next three weeks.

JonBenet Ramsey death: A federal judge

has tossed out a lawsuit filed by the parents
of JonBenet Ramsey against Fox News
Channel, saying a network report unfavor-
able to the couple was not defamatory.

Judge Phillip Figa suggested that John
and Patsy Ramsey seek vindication “in the
court of public opinion.”

In a ruling made public Friday, Figa said
litigation in defamation cases could chill con-
stitutionally protected free speech rights and
because of that, the facts in such cases must
be established with “convincing clarity.”

The lawsuit was filed over a December
2002 story that aired around the six-year an-
niversary of the 6-year-old girl’s slaying.

Military

Abu Ghraib abuse trial: A terror suspect
captured by Navy SEALs in Iraq was able to
walk on his own and was resisting his cap-
tors when the CIA took custody of him, ac-
cording to a Navy officer who said he was
the last SEAL to see the prisoner alive.

Testimony at a military hearing for a
Navy SEAL lieutenant charged with assault
and maltreatment indicated that Manadel
al-Jamadi died a short time later in the
shower room of Abu Ghraib prison while he
was being interrogated by the CIA.

Friday’s testimony from a Navy SEAL
lieutenant commander who oversaw the op-
eration to capture al-Jamadi contradicted
statements about the operation by a dis-
graced ex-SEAL. The former SEAL has stat-
ed that the prisoner was “lifeless” when he
was left at Abu Ghraib following a severe
beating by the SEALs.

World

North Korea nuclear talks: A U.S. con-
gressman who arrived in North Korea on
Saturday said he will discuss the communist
government’s nuclear program and human
rights issues during talks with officials in Py-
ongyang.

“I anticipate meeting with North Korean
officials, discussing about the nuclear pro-
gram, hopefully their reintegration into the
international community and human rights
matters,” said Congressman Tom Lantos,
the ranking Democrat on the House Interna-
tional Relations Committee.

Lantos’ trip comes days ahead of a sepa-
rate visit by U.S. lawmakers. A bipartisan
congressional delegation organized by Re-

publican Curt Weldon of Pennsylvania is to
meet with high-ranking government offi-
cials and visit schools, shopping centers and
other community areas in Pyongyang next
week.

Pakistan violence: At least 11 people
were killed in sectarian clashes in a north-
ern Pakistan city on Saturday, prompting au-
thorities to impose a curfew and summon
troops to restore order, officials said.

The shooting and wounding of a promi-
nent Shiite Muslim leader early Saturday
triggered the violence between his support-
ers and Sunni Muslims in the Himalayan
city of Gilgit, about 150 miles north of the
capital, Islamabad.

Hundreds of Shiites angered by the shoot-
ing of cleric Agha Ziauddin and two of his se-
curity guards by unidentified gunmen as
they traveled in a car had gone on a ram-
page, burning government buildings and at-
tacking shops belonging to Sunnis, Police of-
ficial Mohammed Sadaqat said.

African Union summit: African heads of
state will meet in Nigeria later this month
for a twice-yearly African Union summit
that will focus on continent hotspots Congo,
Sudan and Ivory Coast, officials said Satur-
day.

All 53 African Union heads of state have
been invited to the Jan. 30-31 summit in the
capital, Abuja, said Nigerian foreign minis-
try official Florentina Ukonga.

Sudan crisis: A southern Sudanese rebel
leader, speaking the
day before he is to sign
a historic peace agree-
ment with the govern-
ment, said Saturday he
will not send his forces
to fight in the western
Darfur region to end a
worsening crisis there.

John Garang, leader
of the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army, said
that despite the peace
deal he has reached
with the government
after 21 years of civil war, he does not con-

sider his country to be at peace until all fight-

ing has stopped.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Rossi

Garang

AP

Falun Gong protest: A Taiwanese Falun Gong practitioner is handcuffed to a prison door

Saturday during a skit held outside the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall in Taipei, Taiwan.

About 3,000 Falun Gong members formed a human chain 4 miles long through Taipei on

Saturday to protest persecution of the group’s followers in China. The protesters, who

demonstrated despite rain, dubbed their chain the “Great Wall of Justice.” Beijing says

Falun Gong is an “evil cult” that threatens to sabotage social order and has arrested

thousands of followers since it outlawed the group in 1999.
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BY KEN GUGGENHEIM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United Nations’
long-secret internal audits on the oil-for-
food program do not reveal any bomb-
shells, investigators told congressional
aides Friday ahead of next week’s release
of the reports.

The 56 audits have been a source of con-
tention between the United Nations and
members of Congress examining allega-
tions of corruption in the program. U.N. of-
ficials have declined to release the audits
while a three-member commission ap-
pointed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan
conducts its own investigation.

That refusal made lawmakers suspi-

cious that the audits pointed to wide-
spread problems. It also contributed to
criticism of Annan over the program and
to one senator’s calls for his resignation.

The commission, headed by former Fed-
eral Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker, an-
nounced Friday that it would release the
reports to the public Monday. Volcker is
expected to issue a preliminary report
this month that will include an analysis of
the audits.

Two congressional aides, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said congression-
al staff members were told by Volcker’s in-
vestigators that the audits didn’t reveal
rampant corruption.

In an interview with The New York
Times published Friday, Volcker was

quoted as saying the audits ‘don’t prove
anything.’ There’s no flaming red flags in
this stuff,” he said.

The $60 billion oil-for-food program
was created as a humanitarian exemption
to sanctions imposed on Iraq after the
1990 invasion of Kuwait. Beginning in
1996, it allowed Saddam Hussein’s govern-
ment to sell oil and use the proceeds to
buy food, medicine and other items.

The program is widely credited with
preventing starvation in Iraq, but investi-
gations by congressional auditors and
CIA weapons inspector Charles Duelfer
found that it was riddled with corruption.
They said Saddam received kickbacks
and bribed U.N. and foreign government
officials in an attempt to build political mo-
mentum against the sanctions.

BY DUSAN STOJANOVIC

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Militants abducted three
senior Iraqi officials, beheaded a man who
worked for the U.S. military and killed at
least eight others, officials said Saturday, a
day after a U.S. general warned that insur-
gents may be planning “horrific” attacks
ahead of Jan. 30 elections.

Also Saturday, an explosion at a house
south of Mosul killed 14 people and wound-
ed five early Saturday, and the owner
blamed a U.S. air attack. A U.S. military
spokesman said the Americans were com-
piling information on the incident and
would have a statement later Saturday.

The house owner, Ali Yousef, said the air-
strike happened at about 2:30 a.m. in this
village 30 miles south of Mosul. American
troops immediately came and surrounded
the area, blocking access for four hours.

The brick house was reduced to a pile of
rubble, according to an Associated Press
photographer at the scene. By evening Sat-
urday, all 14 dead had been buried in a
nearby cemetery, Yousef said.

Air Force Brig. Gen. Erv Lessel, deputy
chief of staff for strategic communications
in Iraq, said Friday the United States has
no intelligence indicating specific plots by
the militants. But he said American lead-
ers expected a rise in attacks.

“I think a worst case is where they have
a series of horrific attacks that cause mass
casualties in some spectacular fashion in
the days leading up to the elections,”
Lessel said.

The escalating insurgency in Iraq is be-
lieved to be led by minority Sunnis, who
dominated the country during Saddam
Hussein’s regime. The militants are
against a the landmark election later this
month.

In the election — the first democratic
vote in Iraq since the country was formed
in 1932 — the Sunnis are certain to lose
their dominance to the Shiites, who com-
prise 60 percent of Iraq’s 26 million peo-
ple.

This week has seen a string of assassina-
tions, suicide car bombings and other as-
saults that killed nearly 100 people, mostly
Iraqi security troops, who are seen by the
militants as collaborators with the Ameri-
can occupiers.

Authorities in Saddam’s hometown of
Tikrit said Saturday that gunmen abducted
a deputy governor of a central Iraqi prov-
ince, two other senior officials and their
driver as they were returning from a meet-
ing with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
Iraq’s most prominent Shiite leader, in the
holy city of Najaf to discuss national elec-
tions.

The delegation was stopped and the
members kidnapped about 40 miles south
of Baghdad on Friday. The area is in the
so-called “triangle of death,” a string of
Sunni-controlled towns that have been the
scene of frequent attacks.

The U.S. military said the delegation was
traveling in two cars of which one man-
aged the escape militants’ ambush.

“Those insurgents and terrorists who in-
timidate and resort to kidnapping public of-
ficials are the true enemies of the Iraqi peo-
ple,” said U.S. military spokesman Maj.
Neal O’Brien.

Meanwhile, an official with Iraq’s Interi-
or Ministry said the ministry has launched
a search operation for a missing French
journalist and her translator, amid a possi-
ble witness account that they were abduct-
ed in downtown Baghdad.

Florence Aubenas, a reporter for the
daily newspaper Liberation, and translator

Hussein Hanoun al-Saadi were last seen
Wednesday morning leaving Aubenas’
hotel in the Iraqi capital.

The Interior Ministry official said that so
far they have no information or leads on
their whereabouts.

“We have formed a fact-find working
team to gather information” about the
Aubenas and al-Saadi, the official said on
condition of anonymity.

In Baqouba, insurgents beheaded a
translator who was working with the U.S.
army after breaking into his house, police
said Saturday. An Iraqi policeman was
killed by masked gunmen as he was leav-
ing his house the southern Dora neighbor-
hood of Baghdad.

Col. Khamees Jassim Khirbit, a ranking
police official in the tense city of Ramadi
was gunned down and his car was set
ablaze, police said. Another senior police
official, Lt. Col. Abed Ahmed, who super-
vised police operations in the volatile
Anbar province, was shot dead on a street
in central Ramadi.

A booby-trapped car blew up Saturday
at a gas station in Mahaweel, about 35
miles south of Baghdad. One man was
killed and several others were injured, po-
lice said.

In Baghdad’s western neighborhood of
Khadraa, gunmen killed Abboud Khalaf
al-Lahibi, deputy secretary-general of the
National Front for Iraqi tribes — a group
representing several Iraqi tribes — his
aide, Ibrahim al-Farhan, said. A body-
guard was killed and three others wounded
in the attack, he said.

No bombshells in U.N. oil-for-food audits

The Associated Press

As of Friday, at least 1,350 members
of the U.S. military have died since the
beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,056 died as a result of
hostile action, the Defense Department
said. The figures include three military
civilians.

The AP count is eight higher than the
Defense Department’s tally, last updat-
ed at 10 a.m. Friday.

The British military has reported 76
deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 16; Spain, 11;
Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Denmark,
El Salvador, Hungary and Latvia one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,212 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 947
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
tary:

� No deaths reported.
The latest identifications reported by

the Defense Department and the Louisi-
ana National Guard:

Killed Thursday by a roadside bomb
in northwest Baghdad; assigned to the
Army National Guard, 256th Infantry
Brigade, 2nd Battalion, 156th Infantry
Regiment, Lafayette, La.:

� Army Spc. Bradley Bergeron,
Houma, La.

� Army Sgt. Christopher Babin,
Houma, La.

� Army Pfc. Armand Frickey,
Houma, La.

� Army Spc. Warren Murphy, Mar-
rero, La.

� Army Spc. Huey Fassbender,
LaPlace, La.

� Army Sgt. 1st Class Kurt Comeaux,
Raceland, La.

Killed Tuesday in Taji, Iraq, when an
explosive detonated near their vehicle:

� Army Spc. Jimmy D. Buie, 44, Flo-
ral, Ark.; assigned to the National
Guards 3rd Battalion, 153rd Infantry
Regiment, 39th Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team, Fordyce, Ark.

� Army Spc. Joshua S. Marcum, 33,
Evening Shade, Ark.; assigned to the Na-
tional Guard’s 3rd Battalion, 153rd In-
fantry Regiment, 39th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team, Camden, Ark.

� Army Spc. Jeremy W. McHalffey,
28, Mabelvale, Ark.; assigned to the Na-
tional Guard’s 39th Infantry Brigade,
Little Rock, Ark.

� Marine Sgt. Zachariah S. Davis, 25,
Twentynine Palms, Calif.; killed Thurs-
day in Iraq’s Anbar province; assigned
to 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, I Marine
Expeditionary Force, Twentynine
Palms, Calif.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Julio C. Cisner-
os Alvarez, 22, Pharr, Texas; killed
Thursday in Iraq’s Anbar province; as-
signed to 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Ex-
peditionary Force, Twentynine Palms,
Calif.

� Army Sgt. Bennie J. Washington,
25, Atlanta; died Tuesday in Brooke
Army Medical Center, San Antonio of in-
juries sustained Oct. 14 in Ramadi, Iraq,
when his vehicle was struck by a gre-
nade; assigned to the 44th Engineer Bat-
talion, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp
Howze, Korea.

� Army Pfc. Curtis L. Wooten III, 20,
Spanaway, Wash.; died Tuesday in
Balad, Iraq, when an explosive detonat-
ed near his vehicle; assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 77th Armor Regiment, 1st In-
fantry Division, Schweinfurt, Germany.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

Iraqis: U.S. attack
killed 14, wounded 5

3 senior

officials

abducted

AP

Iraqi policemen and residents gather around the bullet-riddled vehicle of municipal council
member Majid Hilal al-Tamimi in the southern city of Basra on Saturday. Al-Tamimi was
seriously injured and one of his guards was killed after unknown assailants opened fire at
them outside the city hall.
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BY JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD, Iraq — When a ve-
hicle patrol from Company B of
the 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Reg-
iment was struck by a roadside
bomb Tuesday morning, the sol-
diers — none of whom were in-
jured in the blast — literally
picked up the pieces of the artil-
lery round and moved on.

The platoon didn’t have time to
dwell on the incident; the patrol
schedule wouldn’t allow it.

“We’ve still got to continue
doing patrols,” said Pfc. John
Howell, a machine gunner on the
Humvee closest to the explosion.
“So that takes priority.”

But just because there were no
physical injuries does not mean
the soldiers were not affected by
the explosion. Army officials
know soldiers can be rattled by
the blasts, and their performance
harmed.

“Early on we kept a big eye on”
the soldiers on patrol after a

bomb went off, said Company B
1st Sgt. Freddy Krail. “[Roadside
bombs] are not a common thing,
but they’ve happened before.”

Now, he said, the unit, deployed
to Iraq from Fort Hood, Texas, re-
lies on the noncommissioned offic-
ers at the platoon level to notify
leaders if any problems develop.
They have the closest day-to-day
interaction with the junior sol-
diers and will best notice any
changes in them.

“[If they say] the soldier needs
to talk to someone about it, we
trust their instincts,” Krail said.

Many of the soldiers let Tues-
day’s bombing pass without much
discussion. That patrol is over
and they had another to run less
than eight hours.

“I really don’t talk about it un-
less someone brings it up,” said
Spc. George Ernie.

When the soldiers do talk about
similar incidents, the discussion
ranges from casual to cautious.
“Nobody jokes about it,” said

Ernie. The stakes are too high to
take the bombs too lightly.

Company B has not suffered a
casualty to a roadside bomb,
Krail said. “I think not having had
a casualty yet has lent itself to the
soldiers not being happy [about
being possible targets], but not
being fearful about traveling
through their sectors,” he said.

That evening another patrol —
with mostly the same soldiers as
the early morning run — went out
to that same area. The soldiers
didn’t dwell on the chance of
there being another bomb.

“The possibility of one being
out there is always there,” said
Ernie. “It’s not something we real-
ly think about.”

The soldiers just hope that they
make it safely through their re-
maining tour in Iraq.

“The insurgents only have to be
lucky once,” said Sgt. Michael
Wilbanks. “We have to be lucky
every day. That’s the unfortunate
truth.”

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO

Stars and Stripes

HADITHAH, Iraq — Marines
are aggressively targeting insur-
gents who plant roadside bombs
and land mines along what’s
called the “Hit-Hadithah Corri-
dor,” a strategic stretch of desert
roads running along the Euph-
rates River northwest of Fallujah.

The roads are used by both
sides in the conflict: the U.S. mili-
tary runs patrols and supply con-
voys; the insurgents use them to
transport money, fighters and mu-
nitions in Al Anbar province.

Assembled in mobile assault
platoons, or MAPs, Marines from
the 1st Battalion, 23rd Marine
Regiment spend long, cold pa-
trols keeping the routes clear.
From Humvees on the roads or
observation posts on high ground
overlooking the corridor, the Ma-
rines watch for people planting
roadside bombs or other explo-
sive devices.

And increasingly, they look for
suicide car bombers.

“That’s the only thing left of
that guy,” said Sgt. William Hend-
erson, platoon sergeant of MAP 3,
pointing to charred bits of twisted
metal off the side of the road
Thursday. The day before, a
sedan painted with the or-
ange-and-white markings of Iraqi
taxicabs detonated as a U.S. con-
voy passed.

In that attack, only the suicide
bomber was killed.

On a typical patrol, the MAP
teams spend 12 hours combing
the roads, checking for indica-
tions of freshly laid munitions
and searching suspect vehicles.
The insurgents, Marines say,
tend to strike in the same spots,
so careful attention is paid to sev-

eral intersections and stretches of
road.

On Thursday, a howling, bitter-
ly cold wind made for a long pa-
trol for MAP 3. Henderson and
Cpl. Ben McGuire, a 25-year-old
from Red Oak, Texas, took turns
halting traffic while other Ma-
rines inspected the routes. Sever-
al times, warning shots were fired
at vehicles acting erratically or
getting too close to the Marines.

“I don’t worry about the mor-
tars or the IEDs. I worry about
the VBIEDs,” the military’s acro-
nym for vehicle-borne impro-
vised explosive devices, said
Lance Cpl. John Knepper, a
20-year-old from Austin, Texas.

Knepper has seen firsthand
what the car bombs can do. A few
weeks back, a suicide bomber det-
onated less than 30 yards from a
group of Marines; several were in-
jured by shrapnel, but most were
saved from serious injury by a
thick stone wall.

“That was the biggest explo-
sion I’ve ever seen. It was incredi-
ble,” said Knepper, who still has
pieces of shrapnel in his arm
from a land mine encountered on
a different patrol.

Late in the afternoon, the Ma-
rines of MAP 3 pulled off the
roads and patrolled near an old
Iraqi military outpost. Nearby,
then found a terrain model made
of small stones on the desert
floor; an arrow pointed north, and
other lines of stones formed build-
ings and roads. The Marines
guessed it was made by insur-
gents.

The patrol then occupied a stra-
tegic overlook, using high-pow-
ered optics to watch the traffic
below. Traffic in the area has
picked up in recent days, the Ma-
rines said, as many locals start
the Hajj, the annual Muslim pil-
grimage to Mecca.

The Marines watched for peo-
ple dropping or burying explosive
devices on the roads, and also for
vehicles bearing the hallmarks of
car bombs: erratic driving, single
occupants, cars riding low to the
ground.

They radioed suspicious vehi-
cles to a nearby sniper team, also
tracking the roads and ready to
stop anyone wanting to make this
piece of the corridor a little more
dangerous.

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

Bombs can wrack troops’ nerves as well as bodies

JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes

Pvt. Richard Martinez of Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regi-
ment, holds up three pieces of a 152 mm artillery round that blew up

alongside of his patrol recently. None of the soldiers were injured nor
were any of their vehicles damaged.

Mobile assault platoons keep roads safe

PHOTOS BY JOSEPH GIORDONO

Stars and Stripes

Above: Marines from Mobile
Assault Platoon 3 check out a
terrain map they found in the
desert near Hadithah, Iraq, north-
west of Fallujah. They suspect it
is used by insurgents to track
U.S. military movements and plan
attacks. Right: Sgt. William Hend-
erson, of the 1st Battalion, 23rd
Marine Regiment, keeps an eye
on roads near Hadithah.

Marines patrol roads between Hit
and Hadithah for insurgent activity
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BY ANGELA K. BROWN

The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — A U.S.
Army sergeant was acquitted Fri-
day of involuntary manslaughter
in the alleged drowning of an
Iraqi civilian who was forced into
the Tigris River by U.S. soldiers
for violating curfew.

The jury, however, convicted
Army Sgt. 1st Class Tracy Per-
kins, 33, of assault in the January
2004 incident.

Defense attorneys contended
the victim may still be alive, but
say if he is dead, it was not at the
hands of U.S. soldiers.

The jury of Army officers and
enlisted members, who deliberat-
ed 17 hours over two days, were
allowed to consider lesser charg-
es against Perkins, who has been

in the military for 14 years.
Perkins and another soldier

were accused of ordering soldiers
to push two
Iraqis into
the river in
Samarra.
Prosecutors
say Zaidoun
Hassoun, 19,
drowned and
his cousin,
Marwan Has-
soun,
climbed out
the river.

Marwan
Hassoun tes-
tified that he and his cousin were

detained while driving back to Sa-

marra with plumbing supplies,
then forced at gunpoint into the
river as U.S. soldiers laughed.

He said he tried to save his
cousin by grabbing his hand, but
the powerful current swept Zaid-
oun away. Marwan said the body
was found in the river nearly two
weeks later.

But three soldiers called by the
defense testified that they were
looking through night-vision
equipment that night and saw two
Iraqis on the river bank after the
incident.

Sgt. Irene Cintron, an Army in-
vestigator, testified that govern-
ment officials never had Zaid-
oun’s body exhumed for testing
because of security concerns. She

said she could not confirm wheth-
er the corpse shown in a video
provided by the family was Zaid-
oun’s.

Perkins was convicted of as-
sault consummated by battery in
Zaidoun’s purported death, which
carries a maximum sentence of
six months. He was convicted of
aggravated assault in connection
with Marwan Hassoun.

Perkins also was convicted of
obstruction of justice and aggra-
vated assault for ordering a sol-
dier to throw another Iraqi man
into the river in December 2003
near Balad.

The sentencing phase of the
trial was scheduled to begin Satur-
day. Perkins’ penalty ranges from

no punishment to 11 ½ years.
Defense attorney Capt. Josh

Norris said in closing arguments
that the soldiers were trying to
find non-lethal ways to deter
crime and establish respect in the
hostile area.

No soldiers disputed that the
two Iraqis were forced into the
river. Soldiers testifying for the
prosecution and defense said
they never heard Perkins order
the Iraqis into the river and that
he stayed in his vehicle that night.

The soldiers said the orders
came from Army 1st Lt. Jack
Saville, the platoon leader, who is
to be tried in March on the same
charges as Perkins — as well as a
conspiracy charge. His trial was
postponed until March after a
judge ordered the victim’s body
to be exhumed for an autopsy and
identification.

Helping out Iraqi children

Courtesy of U.S. Army

The Al Salama Organization, in coordination with the 1st Infantry Division-led Task Force Danger, delivers

clothes, toys and other items donated by U.S. citizens to families in Kirkuk, Iraq, last week. Al Salama is

Iraq’s version of The Salvation Army, and it received the supplies through Operation Crayon, a program

started to school materials for Iraqi children. It delivered 300 packages last week and is to hand out an

additional 300 to 500 packages in the next 20 days.

The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — The 10
men picked as jurors in the first
Abu Ghraib prison abuse trial
have all served in either Iraq or
Afghanistan.

The four officers and six enlist-
ed soldiers will hear opening
statements Monday in the
court-martial of Spc. Charles
Graner Jr., the reputed ringlead-
er of the scandal. All are also sta-
tioned at Fort Hood.

They will determine whether
Graner, 36, of Uniontown, Penn-
sylvania, was illegally beating in-
mates or following orders to soft-
en up the detainees for interroga-
tion.

“We could not pick a truer jury

of peers than to have a combat vet-
eran tried by combat veterans,”
defense attorney Guy Womack
said.

Womack plans to argue Graner
was told by higher-ranking sol-
diers and intelligence agents to
rough up the detainees and had
no choice but to obey.

Graner, shown in some of the no-
torious photographs taken inside
the Baghdad prison, was upbeat
after the jury was picked Friday.

Under military court rules,
Graner can be convicted only if at
least seven of the jurors vote
guilty on charges that include con-
spiracy to maltreat Iraqi detain-
ees, assault, dereliction of duty
and committing indecent acts.

Graner appears in one photo

giving a thumbs-up behind a pile
of naked Iraqis. In another, he is
cocking his fist as if to punch a de-
tainee.

On Thursday night, Graner
gave a different thumbs-up photo
to Houston television station
KTRK.

This one showed a smiling
Graner with his arms around the
shoulders of two Iraqis in orange
jumpsuits, while a third Iraqi
kneeled in front.

Womack said the photo was
taken with Graner’s camera after
the alleged abuse occurred. He
said it was released after he and
his client talked about how other
photos from Abu Ghraib were
taken out of context.

Prosecutors are not legally al-
lowed to comment on the case.

Perkins

GI acquitted of manslaughter in drowning
But soldier is guilty of assault in Tigris River incident

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af-
ghan authorities have arrested a
judge in connection with the
car-bombing of a U.S. security
company that killed at least 10
people, and suspect the attack
was ordered by an Iraqi al-Qaida
member, a senior official said Sat-
urday.

Three Americans were among

those killed in the Aug. 29 blast
outside the office of Dyncorp, an
American contractor which pro-
vides bodyguards for President
Hamid Karzai and trains Afghan
police.

Naqibullah, a 65-year-old pre-
liminary court judge, was de-
tained about two weeks ago after
two men accused of organizing
the bombing told investigators
they had lodged at the judge’s
house in the Afghan capital, said
Gen. Abdul Fatah, a senior Af-
ghan prosecutor.

“He is accused of two things.
First, he let the terrorists stay in
his house. Second, he was aware
of their activities but didn’t in-
form anyone,” Fatah told The As-
sociated Press.

Naqibullah, who like many Af-
ghans goes by one name, was the
head of a preliminary court in the
Panjshir Valley, north of Kabul,
Fatah said.

Intelligence officials have iden-
tified the alleged ringleader of
the car-bombing, and of an Oct.
23 suicide attack on a Kabul
street which killed an American
woman and an Afghan girl, as Mo-
hammed Haidar.

Haidar, a Tajik national, has al-
legedly confessed to orchestrat-
ing both attacks. Fatah said an ac-
complice, Abdul Ahad, was arrest-
ed along with him. Both Ahad and
Naqibullah hail from the same dis-
trict of Afghanistan’s Kapisa prov-
ince, he said.

The suicide bomber and the
two organizers “stayed in his (Na-
qibullah’s) house all the time,
from the beginning to the end of
their mission,” spanning both at-
tacks, Fatah said.

Intelligence officials have said
that Haidar organized the attacks
on the instructions of a suspected
al-Qaida member named Attaul-
lah based in Peshawar, in neigh-
boring Pakistan.

Fatah said Attaullah was an
Iraqi national and identified the
suicide bomber as a Kashmiri
named Akbar.

Afghan judge detained
for terror connections

Jury selected for trial of alleged
ringleader of Abu Ghraib abuse
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BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

VICENZA, Italy — When mem-
bers of the Southern European
Task Force (Airborne) head to Af-
ghanistan in a few months, they’ll
be facing hostile conditions thou-
sands of miles from their fami-
lies.

But if local military leaders
have their way, those soldiers
won’t be worrying about potential-
ly hostile situations within their
families.

“A soldier
who is confi-
dent in the
state of their
marriage is a
better sol-
dier,” says
Chaplain
(Maj.) David
Beauchamp
of the 173rd
Airborne Bri-
gade.

“From a
chaplain’s
viewpoint …
what’s going
to last long-
er: the Army
career or the
marriage?
Hopefully
the marriage
is going to
last longer.”

But in to-
day’s Army,
where long deployments seem to
be a never-ending prospect, mar-
riages are thought to be more at
risk. However, neither the 173rd
— which spent a year in Iraq be-
fore returning last spring —
SETAF, nor U.S. Army Europe
keeps statistics on divorces to
prove or disprove that theory.

Chaplain (Maj.) Leon Kircher,
chaplain for the 22nd Area Sup-
port Group, which includes Vicen-
za, counseled some of the 173rd’s
couples who were having trouble
during and after the deployment.
He said some relationships did
end in divorce.

“Not as many as I thought there
could be,” he said. “To say it was
epidemic? No.”

Both chaplains attribute that to
a strong effort by the various
agencies at Caserma Ederle
charged with supporting families
while troops are away. And both
think the effort will be better for
the upcoming deployment.

Chaplains will lead 300 couples
— representing about a quarter of
those married in the brigade —
on overnight retreats at Lake
Garda before the deployment.
Col. Kevin Owens, the 173rd com-
mander, allocated thousands of
dollars from brigade funds to pay
for the retreat. Younger enlisted

soldiers and their spouses will get
most of the spots.

“It’s expensive,” Beauchamp
said. “But if we can save marriag-
es, it’s worth it.”

Those participating will focus
on communication, forgiveness
and commitment, he said. Each
partner will be given a commit-
ment coin to carry during the de-
ployment.

“It’ll be a reminder to them
that they’ve got responsibilities to-
ward another person,” he said.
“Not only for the soldiers, but also
their spouses.”

In fact, Beauchamp said every
married couple in the brigade
would get a chance to participate
in a commitment ceremony and
receive a coin. Those not on the re-
treats can participate at the base
chapel. The Protestant Women of
the Chapel is sponsoring an event
targeting couples Jan. 21-22
that’s called “Battle Proofing
Your Marriage.”

During the deployment, Kirch-

er said chaplains will be working
on both ends to help couples in
need. He said it will be possible to
arrange phone sessions to coun-
sel both partners together or sepa-
rately.

The chapel plans to hold week-
ly gatherings for spouses with
free child care so moms — and
dads — can get together to eat,
talk, shop or visit local sights.
Kircher said he hopes the infor-
mal gatherings will give spouses
a chance to share problems and
solutions with one another.

The chapel also will sponsor
monthly retreats for spouses dur-
ing the deployment, focusing on
potential problems and solutions.

“It’s like tuning up a car,”
Kircher said. “Sometimes you
don’t even realize it, but some-
thing could be wrong.”

In the field, Beauchamp said
he’ll be leading a 40-week course
using the best-selling inspiration-
al book, “Purpose Driven Life.”
Kircher will be sending out con-

current messages to the communi-
ty, so those on both sides can fol-
low along.

After the deployment, couples
can participate in the Army’s
“Building Strong and Ready Fam-
ilies” program. Dozens participat-
ed after the last deployment,
Beauchamp said. And the chap-
lains hope there will be more op-
portunities this time if there’s a
need.

Kircher said commanders real-
ize that helping soldiers keep
good relationships with their
spouses has become a key part of
the deployment process.

“One thing that weighs on a sol-
dier’s mind is if their family is
being taken care of,” he said.
“When they’re out on a patrol or
inspecting something, you don’t
want that to be the first thing on
their minds. They’ve got to be fo-
cused on the job at hand.”

E-mail Kent Harris at

harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Helping couples in need

Beauchamp

Kircher

Army tries to help war-torn marriages

BY KIMBERLY HEFLING

The Associated Press

HOPKINSVILLE, Ky. — With
studies showing divorce rates as
high as 21 percent among couples
where one spouse has been sent
off to war, the Army is spending
$2 million on a variety of mar-
riage programs, including vouch-
ers for romantic getaways to plac-
es like the
Opryland
Hotel in
Nashville,
Tenn.

When
Sgt. Jose
Bermudez
returned
from Iraq
early this
year, he
came home
to a new
baby and a
troubled
marriage.

“We were
on the brink
of divorce,”
Mandy Ber-
mudez ac-
knowl-
edged as
the couple
ate lunch re-
cently with
their three
children, all
under age
3.

The Bermudezes were among
300 couples with the Fort Camp-
bell-based 101st Airborne Divi-
sion who have attended “mar-
riage enrichment” seminars put
on by the Army in hopes of saving
war-ravaged relationships.

“I’ve been in the Army 20
years, and I’ve never seen the
Army pay for programs like this,”
said Lt. Col. Chester Egert, chap-
lain for the 101st.

One program being implement-
ed Army-wide teaches couples
forgiveness and the skills to com-
municate.

It includes a 40-hour course
with lessons on the dangers of al-
cohol and tobacco and how to rec-
ognize post-traumatic stress.

Soldiers who complete it are re-
warded with promotion points
and a weekend retreat with their
spouse.

“If you learn those skills, you
can make an impact on the num-
ber of divorces, and the number,
we think, of reports of physical vi-
olence,” said Col. Glen Bloom-
strom, director of ministry initia-
tives for the Chief of Chaplains.

173rd to
benefit with
new camps
and retreats

U.S. Army Europe doesn’t have an overall pro-
gram that specifically targets marriages during
deployment.

But an array of new measures initialized while
many of the Europe-based soldiers served in Iraq
contain elements that could help couples in need.

Counseling is available during the command’s
mandatory reintegration program. And block
leave is designed to give families time to readjust.

Chaplains are available in each community and
a dozen marriage and family therapists are
spread out among the largest Army communities
in Germany and Belgium.

Area support groups and individual communi-
ties are tasked with most of the responsibility for
creating and maintaining marriage-enrichment
programs, which vary by location.

— Kent Harris

$2 million
being spent
on spouse
programs

I’ve been

in the

Army 20

years,

and I’ve

never

seen the

Army

pay for

programs

like this

Lt. Col.

Chester Egert

chaplain

for the Fort

Campbell-based

101st Airborne

Division

PAGE 6 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · Sunday, January 9, 2005



BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A North
Carolina congressman wants to
change the Department of the Na-
vy’s name so that Marines, includ-
ing those at two bases in his dis-
trict, get full credit for their im-
portance to national defense.

A bill proposed this week by
Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., would
rename the agency to “The De-
partment of the Navy and Marine
Corps.” He says the change
would clarify the corps’ position
as the fourth major defense
branch, instead of implying that
the Marines are somehow below
the Army, Air Force and Navy.

“There isn’t a subordinate rela-
tionship between the Chief of
Naval Operations and the Com-
mandant of the Marines Corps,”
Jones said. “They are equivalent
parts of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
and it is time that the Department

of the Navy recognizes their
equal status.”

Jones has brought up the issue
in the last two legislative ses-
sions, only to see the proposal
stall in committee hearings be-
fore the full House of Representa-
tives could vote on the measure.

Marine Corps officials had no
comment on the legislation. Capt.
Kevin Wensing, spokesman for
Navy Secretary Gordon England,
said the secretary has deflected
the issue in the past, saying that
he is honored to serve no matter
what the department’s name is.

But Wensing said England fre-
quently jokes that Marines he has
spoken with are opposed to the
new name.

“They think he should be ‘Sec-
retary of the Marine Corps and
Navy,’” he said. “They want top
billing.”

The Associated Press contributed to this
story.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

USS John C. Stennis en route
to new homeport in Bremerton

Fort Benning insurance refunds

ATLANTA — A Texas-based insurance company
has been ordered to refund $1.3 million to Fort Ben-
ning, Ga., soldiers who were improperly sold life in-
surance policies.

American-Amicable Life Insurance Co. of Texas
will refund money from premiums paid by about
900 active-duty soldiers at Fort Benning, said Geor-
gia Insurance Commissioner John Oxendine, who
ordered the refunds Friday. The policies were sold
during 2002.

Refunds will include all sales of the Horizon Life
policies, Oxendine said. The amounts of the refunds
will depend on how much the soldiers paid.

Oxendine said the insurer broke federal and state
rules against acting like disinterested financial plan-
ners while selling policies to soldiers in training.

Nuclear sub runs aground

HONOLULU — A nuclear submarine ran
aground about 350 miles south of Guam, injuring
several sailors, one of them critically, the Navy said.

There were no reports of damage to the USS San
Francisco’s reactor plant, which was operating nor-
mally, the Navy said.

Jon Yoshishige, a spokesman for the U.S. Pacific
Fleet based at Pearl Harbor, said the Friday after-
noon incident is under investigation and the 360-foot
submarine was headed back to its home port in
Guam.

Details on the sailors’ injuries were not immedi-
ately available. The sub has a crew of 137, officials
said.

Military and Coast Guard aircraft from Guam
were en route to monitor the submarine and assist if
needed, the Navy said.

From The Associated Press

Lawmaker seeks
name recognition
for Marine Corps

BY MELANTHIA MITCHELL

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — As the USS Carl
Vinson prepares to leave its
homeport in Bremerton, the USS
John C. Stennis is sailing in to
take its place, bringing with it
thousands of sailors and their
families from its former base at
San Diego.

“With the Vinson leaving, they
wanted to replace it with another
carrier,” Navy spokeswoman
Chief Petty Officer Jeri Robin-
son said, noting the Stennis is ex-
pected to remain at Naval Base
Kitsap for about 10 years. Its
strike group, however, will re-
main near San Diego at Naval
Air Station North Island.

The aircraft carrier has spent
the past six years in San Diego,
where it departed Wednesday
for its four-day journey north to
its new home at the Bremerton
base, across Puget Sound from
Seattle.

The Nimitz-class carrier’s
planned arrival Saturday is also
part of a regular rotation through-

out the fleet. During its first 10
months, the Stennis will be
moved to a dry dock at Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard for
long-awaited maintenance and
updates, Robinson said.

The Stennis, commanded by
Capt. David H. Buss, brings with
it more than 2,500 sailors, over
half of whom have families who
have been moving to the Kitsap
Peninsula since May.

Coordinating the move of so
many people during the holidays
and in the midst of a school year
was a challenge, said Beth
Wiruth, the carrier’s command
ombudsman, who moved in Au-
gust.

“It’s like moving a whole city.
There’s over 6,000 people in-
volved when you move the sail-
ors and their families,” Wiruth
said from her new housing at
Naval Submarine Base Bangor,
about 10 miles north of Bremer-
ton.

The long stay will be a wel-
come reprieve for Wiruth and
her husband, Petty Officer 1st
Class Scott Wiruth, an electron-

ics technician who works on com-
bat systems. The couple has
moved five times in the 18
months they’ve been married,
with him gone 70 percent of the
time.

“I cannot wait to see that ship
come around the bend,” said
Wiruth, who last saw her hus-
band in November when the
Stennis returned from a
five-month deployment in the
western Pacific. Other families
have yet to be reunited.

“For many of these families,
this is homecoming,” she said.

The 1,092-foot Stennis recent-
ly participated in the Navy’s new
Fleet Response Plan. Exercises
this summer had seven of the Na-
vy’s 12 carrier strike groups de-
ployed simultaneously to test the
feasibility of having multiple de-
tachments at sea.

The USS Carl Vinson, based at
Bremerton since 1997, this
month begins a six-month deploy-
ment in the western Pacific. In
November, the aircraft carrier
and its 3,200 sailors head for
Newport News, Va., for a 3
½-year refueling overhaul.

SHNS

The USS John C. Stennis, shown conducting missions in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, is current-

ly traveling from its former home in San Diego to its future home at Naval Base Kitsap in Bremerton, Wash.
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BY JOCELYN GECKER

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Rescue workers extracted thou-
sands of corpses from the mud
and debris of tsunami-devastated
coastal towns in Indonesia, push-
ing the rising death toll from the
Asian disaster past 150,000 on Sat-
urday.

Two weeks after walls of water
flattened wide swaths of Indone-
sia’s Sumatra island, people were
still emerging from isolated villag-
es, looking hungry and haunted.
Staggered by the scale of the di-
saster, aid officials described
plans to feed as many as 2 million
survivors a day for six months.

Two Indonesian navy amphibi-
ous vessels pulled up on the
beach Saturday among the wreck-
age of smashed boats. Hundreds
of refugees lined up on the beach
to go inside and unload supplies
in Calang, where the tsunami
killed 80 percent of the residents.
The Indonesian military set up
two field hospitals, one with 50
beds, the other with 20.

“The tragedy was terrible, but
considering this, the survivors
here now are in pretty good
shape,” said Dr. Steve Wignall, an

American who works for Family
Health International and was
making an on-the-ground assess-
ment with several other aid work-
ers.

In other areas, victims were
more vulnerable, though health
officials said there were no signs
yet of major outbreaks of diseases
that they have feared.

As aid poured into a region long
troubled by separatist violence,
Indonesian soldiers resumed pa-
trols in Aceh province searching
for rebels. Skirmishes are stoking
fears the conflict could hamper
the relief effort by dozens of inter-
national aid groups.

Problems persisted in coordi-
nating the humanitarian efforts.
Aid groups complained that digni-
taries flying in to see the devasta-
tion have choked the tiny main air-
port and hampered relief sup-
plies.

Visits by U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi Annan and U.S. Secretary
of State Colin Powell shut Banda
Aceh’s airport temporarily for se-
curity reasons.

“It slows things down,” said
Maj. Murad Khan, a spokesman
for Pakistan’s Tsunami Relief
Task Force.

U.S. officials disputed the alle-

gation, saying Powell’s plane took
off immediately after dropping
him off Wednesday so it wouldn’t
be in the way. He toured the area
by helicopter, and Tim Gerhard-
son, a spokesman for the U.S. Em-
bassy in Jakarta, said aid ship-
ments continued to flow during
that time.

A delegation of U.S. congress-
men traveled to Banda Aceh later
Saturday. They came by helicop-
ter from the USS Abraham Lin-
coln aircraft carrier so they
wouldn’t disrupt other flights.

Annan toured a town in Sri
Lanka where hundreds of shop-
pers at an outdoor weekly market
were swept to their deaths, but re-
luctantly agreed to a government
request to bypass stricken areas
controlled by Tamil Tiger rebels.

The Tigers, who have fought a
20-year war for Tamil indepen-
dence from the Sinhalese-domi-
nated south, invited Annan to
tour the northern province. But
government officials said they
couldn’t guarantee Annan’s safe-
ty there.

“I’m concerned about everyone
with need in the humanitarian sit-
uation,” Annan said. “But I’m
also a guest of the government,
and we’ll go where we agreed
we’ll go.”

BY CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA

The Associated Press

HIKKADUWA, Sri Lanka — Lt. Col. Edmund
Bowen is a seasoned Marine who has served in the
Persian Gulf and Somalia. But he now finds himself
playing the role of peacetime aid worker in Sri
Lanka’s tsunami-ravaged regions.

“This is a stable country. This is an entirely differ-
ent mission,” said Bowen, one of 54 Marines clear-
ing debris Saturday near this tourist town in south-
ern Sri Lanka. None carried weapons or wore body
armor. Instead of helmets, they donned caps.

The crew, based in Okinawa, Japan, is among 250
Marines sent by the 9th Engineer Support Battalion
to take part in the massive relief effort in southern
Sri Lanka. The USS Duluth was expected to arrive
in a day or two with another 116 troops from the
15th Marine Expeditionary Unit, Bowen said.

“Marines are compassionate. We fight by the laws
of war. If we turn on our kinder side, we bring a tre-
mendous amount of speed and capability to a relief
operation,” Bowen said.

The assistance is part of a regional effort by the
U.S. military, which is also flying supplies to survi-

vors in Aceh, the Indonesian province that was near
the epicenter of the undersea earthquake that trig-
gered the tsunami.

On Saturday, Bowen and his crew chose to start
work in the village of Pitiwella, which lost 16 of its
150 residents to the giant waves.

Framed photographs, fishing nets, bicycle wheels
and slabs of concrete lay in the sand, as former resi-
dents watched the American bulldozer lumber over
piles of rubble.

“It’s good that the Marines are here. The damage
is so bad that we can’t do it alone,” said D.V.
Chaturanga, who lost his grandmother and his
home. Other bystanders agreed, saying the U.S. forc-
es were welcome.

With the help of a translator, Bowen talked to the
community leaders, who asked that the debris be
moved closer to the shoreline. Bowen described the
decision as unsafe, saying another big wave would
fling the rubble and endanger lives. But he agreed
to their request when villagers said they had no
plans to rebuild their homes in the same place be-
cause the government had forbidden it.

“This is a drop in the bucket,” Bowen said, ac-
knowledging the magnitude of the devastation.

AP

Two U.S. Marines from 9th Engineer Support Battalion survey the

village of Pitiwella, near Galle, in southern Sri Lanka, on Saturday. The

battalion is deploying about 250 Marines, along with bulldozers and

dump trucks, to clear debris in the tsunami-ravaged coastal regions.

The Associated Press

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — The World Bank said
Saturday it will consider significantly boosting its
aid to countries stricken by the Asian tsunami.

The World Bank has already pledged $175 mil-
lion in assistance to the 11 countries in Asia and Af-
rica hit by the Dec. 26 disaster, but bank President
James Wolfensohn said he was flexible on the
amount.

“We can go up to even $1 billion to $1.5 billion de-
pending on the needs. … Our immediate focus is to
provide relief to the affected people,” he told a
news conference at the end of a one-day visit to Sri
Lanka, where more than 30,000 died.

The Sri Lankan government estimates it will
need between $1.3 billion and $1.5 billion to re-
build the country. A large portion of the funds is ex-
pected to come from foreign donors and multilater-
al agencies.

IN THE WORLD

‘An entirely different mission’
Marines helping to clear debris on Sri Lanka’s coast

Visitors complicate aid
as toll passes 150,000

AP

Passing a tug boat that was washed up on a main coastal road by the

massive tsunamis, a young girl carries supplies back to her village Satur-

day, just outside the capital of Aceh province in northwest Indonesia. The

only road linking coastal cities on Sumatra was turned into an obstacle

course by the tsunamis, complicating aid deliveries and turning what was

a five-hour journey into a three-day day trek for victims of the disaster.

World Bank considers increasing relief funds
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BY ANNE GEARAN

The Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — Promiscuity and
other risky sexual behavior must change to
stop the spread of AIDS in Africa, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell said Saturday.

Young Kenyans, including an
11-year-old girl, had a frank discussion
with Powell about promiscuity, resistance
to condoms and the cultural expectation
that young girls will have sex with much
older men.

“Those sorts of patterns
of behavior have to change
to protect young people,”
Powell told the gathering.

Powell is in Africa to at-
tend a signing ceremony
ending north-south fighting
in Sudan. The two-de-
cade-old conflict is Africa’s
longest-running civil war.
Powell met with Kenyan
President Mwai Kibaki
after the AIDS round-table
Saturday.

The Sudanese peace ac-
cord does not address the
more recent fighting and
refugee crisis in Sudan’s
western Darfur region,
which Powell has called genocide. He
planned to press Sudanese government
leaders to resolve the Darfur crisis during
the weekend meetings.

About 7 percent of adult Kenyans are in-
fected with HIV or have AIDS, a rate much
higher than western nations but lower than
some countries in southern Africa where
20 percent or more of the population is in-
fected.

“Africa, I think, for too long a period of
time ignored the problem, looked the other
way and said ‘No, this isn’t happening

here,’ ” Powell said.
He criticized African countries, without

naming them, that denied AIDS was a prob-
lem. Powell also noted former South Afri-
can President Nelson Mandela’s disclosure
this week that his son died of complications
from AIDS.

“More and more people are willing to
speak out about this and not hide,” Powell
said.

AIDS kills more than 600 people every
day in South Africa.

Mandela’s successor,
Thabo Mbeki, once denied
knowing anyone who had
died of the disease.

Powell sat in a circle
with 19 Kenyans, most in
their teens and 20s, who
work to prevent HIV trans-
mission among their peers.
The discussion included
blunt discussion of sexual
and cultural practices, in-
cluding what 24-year-old
Boniface Mwendwa de-
scribed as social pressure
for young women to have
sex with “people we call
sugar daddies.”

Older men are much
more likely than young

girls or women to carry the disease, and
older men-to-younger-women is a major
source of transmission in Kenya and else-
where.

“Are you getting through to the young
people, or do you say you’re square?” Pow-
ell asked.

Reception is better now than it used to
be, Powell was told.

Abstinence, faithfulness to a single part-
ner and condom use are discussed much
more openly than a few years ago, and
more Kenyans are open about their HIV

status. At least one of the young women
who spoke to Powell on Saturday is HIV
positive.

The anti-AIDS message starts early.
Eleven-year-old Grace Gathoni is a mem-
ber of the Brownie patrol at her elementa-
ry school.

She came to the meeting dressed in her
uniform.

“We learn about HIV and AIDS, and sex-
ually transmitted diseases” at school, she
said. “We are also taught to value our vir-
ginity, our education and our life.”

Before arriving in Nairobi on Friday,
Powell spent five days touring countries
hit by last month’s killer tsunami. He said
he will give President Bush a report Mon-
day on the tsunami damage and U.S. aid to
the region.

BY DENIS GRAY

The Associated Press

CALANG, Indonesia — Not a single
building is left standing in Calang, where
the tsunami killed 80 percent of the resi-
dents.

But the population is even higher now
than before the disaster as weary survivors
with little more than the clothes on their
backs trudge in from the countryside for
help.

Two weeks after walls of water flattened
wide swaths of Indonesia’s Sumatra island,
people still are emerging from isolated vil-
lages, looking hungry and haunted by their
experience.

Calang used to be a government center,
about 55 miles southeast of Banda Aceh, be-
fore the tsunami flattened it, so it has be-
come a natural magnet for refugees. While
they are finding little more standing than
in their home communities, the relief ef-
fort is mushrooming here.

Two Indonesian navy amphibious ves-
sels were pulled up on the beach Saturday
among the wreckage of smashed boats.
Hundreds of refugees lined up on the
beach to go inside and unload supplies.

The Indonesian military has set up two
field hospitals, one with 50 beds, the other
with 20.

“The tragedy was terrible, but consider-
ing this, the survivors here now are in pret-
ty good shape,” said Dr. Steve Wignall, an

American who works for Family Health In-
ternational and was making an
on-the-ground assessment with several
other aid workers.

He estimated the town’s pre-tsunami
population at 5,000, but it was virtually

wiped off the map, and only about 1,000
people survived. Some 6,000 refugees have
come in from isolated communities, and
one group had just straggled in after walk-
ing 30 miles, he said.

U.S. helicopter pilot Lt. Fred Morrison of
Hatley, Pa., flew in directly from the carri-
er USS Abraham Lincoln to distribute
4,200 pounds of water in plastic containers
to three different sites, including Calang,
where the only thing left of the houses
were the foundations.

The second drop-off point was a small
hillock set above what is now swampland.
Refugees clinging to the outcrop came
rushing down when the helicopter landed.
The rest of the water went to a stretch of
road that hadn’t been destroyed by the tsu-
nami where about 100 villagers have set up
camp.

As the chopper headed back to the Lin-
coln, the crew spotted about 20 people on a
road frantically waving, so they made a
steep descent. Overcoming the language
barrier, the survivors made their hunger
clear by pointing to their stomachs and
mouths. With nothing left to give, the heli-
copter took off again, noting the location.

“We’re going to get water and food and
return,” said Petty Officer Sean Bascom of
Moorpark, California.

Helicopters from the Lincoln carrier
group delivered well over 125,000 pounds
of food, water and other relief supplies, a
record so far and way up from around
14,000 pounds on some early days, even
though the same number of helicopters are
being used.

The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank — Internation-
al observers toured army roadblocks in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip on Saturday, and
Palestinian officials complained Israel isn’t
fully complying with promises to ease trav-
el restrictions ahead of presidential elec-
tions to replace the late Yasser Arafat.

At one Gaza checkpoint, hundreds of
cars were waiting early Saturday. Palestin-
ians reported that a 60-year-old taxi passen-
ger was killed by army fire at the barrier.
The army said soldiers fired at a gunman
approaching on foot.

Later Saturday, traffic eased consider-
ably at the Gaza checkpoint, but one driver
said he had to wait for 25 minutes even
when he was first in line.

Israeli military officials said efforts were
made to speed up passage through road-
blocks, but that security remains the top pri-
ority.

On Friday, Palestinian gunmen killed a
soldier and wounded three in an ambush
near the West Bank city of Nablus, prompt-
ing Israel to warn Palestinian leaders that it
would reconsider its promise if an easing of
restrictions is exploited by militants.

Israel delivered the warning through in-
ternational observers headed by former
President Jimmy Carter and former
French Prime Minister Michel Rocard, ac-
cording to Israeli officials and a spokesman
for Carter’s team, Les Campbell.

Observer teams were touring check-
points Saturday to see whether restrictions
were being eased, Campbell said.

Palestinian Cabinet minister Saeb Erekat
said nothing had changed on the ground. “I
urge the Israeli government to honor its
commitment to lift the siege and restric-
tions. This is really threatening to under-
mine free and fair elections,” he said.

Palestinians
upset over
travel trouble

AP

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell talks

to young Kenyans about HIV and AIDS at

a hotel in Nairobi, Kenya, on Saturday.

Powell holds frank AIDS
talk with Kenyan youths

Ragged survivors flock to Indonesian town

AP

Indonesian tsunami victims wait to be evacuated Saturday by Indonesian amphibious navy

vessels in the destroyed town of Calang, 40 miles south west of Banda Aceh in the

province of Aceh. Steve Wignall, a doctor for the Non Government Organization Family

Health International, said that of Calang's population of 5,000, only 1,000 had survived.

80 percent of Calang
population died but
stragglers coming in

More and more

people are

willing to

speak out

about this and

not hide.

Secretary of State

Colin Powell

to Kenyan youths on

nation’s AIDS problem
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BY JENNIFER HOLLAND

The Associated Press

GRANITEVILLE, S.C. — Toxic vapors
from one of the nation’s deadliest chemical
spills in years will keep residents out of
their homes until at least early next week
as cleanup crews try to stop chlorine gas
from leaking out of a wrecked train car.

At least eight people died and more than
250 were sickened after a freight train car-
rying the gas crashed early Thursday near
a textile mill. The accident unleashed a
greenish-yellow fog that seared people’s
eyes and lungs.

About 5,400 residents within a one-mile
radius of the crash were forced to evacu-
ate, with authorities telling people Friday
they would not be allowed to return until
Tuesday at earliest. A dusk-to-dawn cur-
few was imposed within two miles of the
wreck for fear that cool night air would
cause the chlorine to settle close to the
ground.

Authorities said all the deaths appeared
to have been caused by the plume of gas
that settled over its victims in their homes,
their cars and the Avondale Mills textile
plant. One of the dead was spotted by Gov.
Mark Sanford, who flew over the site to sur-
vey the wreckage.

Two nine-member crews were working
around the clock to apply a steel patch
over a fist-sized hole in the train, said
Aiken County Sheriff’s Lt. Michael Frank.
The work could take until late Saturday.

Workers also were to begin removing
chlorine from two additional railroad tank-
ers involved in the crash.

The accident happened about 2:40 a.m.
Thursday when a Norfolk Southern freight

train carrying 42 cars struck a parked
train at a crossing next to the plant, where
400 workers were on the night shift mak-
ing denim and other fabrics.

Monica Channey, 29, heard the boom at
home when the trains collided but thought
nothing of it at first. “It’s always something
with the trains or with the mill,” she said.

But when authorities came to evacuate
her and her 12-year-old son and
10-year-old daughter, she bundled the chil-
dren up “like mummies.”

Channey had a scarf covering her mouth
but could still smell the chlorine. “The
fumes were like ‘whoosh’ — a bad ammo-
nia, stronger than any cleaning solution,”
she said. “It took my breath away.”

Five workers died at the mill. A man was
found dead in a truck near the plant. Anoth-
er man was found dead in his home. The
train engineer died at a hospital.

Federal officials were investigating the
cause of the wreck, but most officials were
kept out of the area because of the toxic
gas.

State and federal environmental officials
have continued conducting air quality
tests, finding either low levels or nothing at
all a couple blocks away from the site. The
crash site levels were higher.

“How high? We are not sure,” state De-
partment of Health and Environmental
Control spokesman Thom Berry said. The
levels exceed the monitor’s limits, he said.

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Another winter blast
spread rain and heavy snow across Califor-
nia on Saturday as residents of water-
logged areas that were stripped by wild-
fires braced for flash flooding and mud-
slides.

As much as 6 feet of snow was possible
during the weekend in the northern Sierra
Nevada, delighting skiers, while homeown-
ers rushed to pile sandbags in Southern
California, where some neighborhoods
below the San Bernardino Mountains east
of Los Angeles received more than a
half-inch of rain every hour.

“I used to love the rain,” said Dallas
Branscone of San Bernardino County’s De-
vore area. “Now, I dread all these storms.”

In the East, heavy rain and snow that fell
earlier in the week caused flooding along
the Ohio River that was chasing some resi-
dents out of their homes in communities in
West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky. Meteo-
rologists predicted the river would reach
its highest level in eight years at Louisville,
Ky.

The stormy weather had caused wide-
spread power outages in parts of Ohio, and
utilities said about 100,000 homes and busi-
nesses remained without electricity on Sat-
urday.

California’s latest storm arrived Thurs-
day and wasn’t expected to let up until
Monday, the National Weather Service
said.

The wild weather knocked out power for
thousands of homes and businesses and
blocked mountain roads. One person died
in a sailboat smashed by wind and waves
and two resort workers in the Sierra were
found dead in a snow-covered car.

Homeowners were especially concerned
in San Bernardino County foothill towns
that were devastated by wildfires and mud-
slides in 2003.

“You can only do so much,” said Thom
Master of Devore. “If 2 feet of mud comes,
these little sandbags aren’t going to do
much.”

Along the Ohio River, hundreds of Ohio
and West Virginia residents had evacuated
their homes and stacked sandbags.

The river was nearly 4 feet above flood
stage and still rising Saturday morning at
Point Pleasant, W.Va., and was about 7 feet
above flood stage but beginning to recede
at Marietta, Ohio, the National Weather
Service said. Downstream, it was expected
to crest Tuesday at slightly more than 5
feet above at Cincinnati, the weather ser-
vice said.

Water was 2 to 4 feet deep Saturday in

the streets of downtown Marietta, closing
businesses.

Louisville had already closed part of its
River Road and installed two of its flood
gates, and the Caesars Indiana riverboat
casino in Harrison County, Ind., was shut
down. The expected 28-foot crest at Louis-
ville, 5 feet over flood stage, would be the
highest since the March 1997 flood.

People who live along the Ohio learn to
cope with its floods.

“The first thing I do before I go is clean
the fireplace,” said Sherry Welch of Juni-
per Beach, Ky., who had friends helping
her pack furniture into a truck Friday. “If
you don’t do that, water will come in and
leave a ring all around the inside of your
house like a great big ring around a bath-
tub.”

“One year I had to move three times,”
she said as water lapped at the edge of her
patio.

Chlorine gas cleanup

STAY AWAY: Toxic vapors from a
deadly chemical spill will keep about
5,400 residents out of their homes until
at least early next week.

WHAT NOW?: Environmental clean-
up workers are trying to patch a hole in
a freight train carrying chlorine gas
that crashed early Thursday.

FALLOUT: At least eight people died
and more than 250 were sickened when
the crash unleashed a greenish-yellow
fog that smelled powerfully like bleach.

— The Associated Press

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Supreme
Court returns Monday with an ailing
leader, pressure to rule quickly on the
constitutionality of federal prison sen-
tences and a slew of contentious issues
to decide, from medical marijuana to
Ten Commandment displays.

The most immediate concern is the
health of Chief Justice William H. Reh-
nquist, who was diagnosed with thyroid
cancer in October. He has been work-
ing part time at the court for more than
two weeks but still is too ill to return to
the bench.

At 80, Rehnquist already was consid-
ered a top retirement prospect on a
court that has had no turnover in a de-
cade, a record.

Besides Rehnquist, Justices John
Paul Stevens, 84, and Sandra Day
O’Connor, 74, are considered possibili-
ties to leave this year.

In upcoming cases, justices could
rule as early as this week on whether
the longtime system for sentencing fed-
eral defendants should be thrown out be-
cause it lets judges, rather than juries,
decide factors that add years to prison
time. Many judges have delayed sen-
tencings while awaiting the high court’s
decision.

Other major cases involve whether
states can execute juvenile killers,
whether the federal government can
prosecute people who use marijuana
medicinally, and whether states can bar
interstate wine sales over the Internet.

2005 shaping up
as hectic year for
Supreme Court

Snow pounds Calif. as Ohio faces flooding

AP photos

Above: As a new round of storms hit the

Sierra and Lake Tahoe, motorist Jesse

Syfert tightens the chains on his car Friday

in Meyers, Calif., before heading over Echo

Summit on U.S. Highway 50 to the Bay

Area. Left: Marietta City Auditor Sharon

Adams makes her way past sandbags on

Friday, as floodwaters closed in on down-

town businesses in Marietta, Ohio.

Chemical threat from S.C. train wreck lingers

AP

Sgt. David Turno, left, with the Aiken

County Department of Public Safety, suits

up Friday near the command center in

Aiken, S.C. He was preparing to go into

Graniteville to conduct a door-to-door

search of homes near the train-crash site.

IN THE STATES
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BY JOHN ROGERS

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston
have finally made official what was rumored for
months — Hollywood’s A-List couple is splitting up.

“We would like to announce that after seven years
together, we have decided to formally separate,” the
couple said in a joint statement released Friday by
Pitt’s publicist, Cindy Guagenti.

“For those who follow these sorts of things, we
would like to explain that our separation is not the re-
sult of any speculation reported by the tabloid
media. This decision is the result of much thought-
ful consideration.”

The couple didn’t indicate if they planned to di-
vorce, and Guagenti declined to comment beyond
the statement, which also said, “We happily remain
committed and caring friends with great love and ad-
miration for one another.”

The separation comes 4½ years after the pair’s sto-
rybook wedding and after months of tabloid specula-
tion that their marriage was in trouble.

In their statement, they asked for the public’s
“sensitivity in the coming months.”

Pitt, 41, and Aniston, 35, have been together since
being set up on a blind date in 1998. They were mar-
ried in a lavish wedding on July 29, 2000, on a Mali-
bu estate overlooking the Pacific Ocean.

Until rumors began swirling that they were about
to split, there were near-constant tabloid rumors
that Aniston was pregnant. The actress had told Peo-
ple in 2002 that she and Pitt eventually wanted to
start a family.

BY LARRY MARGASAK

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The finance
director for Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s 2000 campaign is
charged in a federal indictment
with intentionally understating
contributions for a Hollywood
fund-raising gala for the senator.

The four-count indictment, un-
sealed Friday in Los Angeles,
charged David Rosen with filing
false reports with the Federal
Election Commission.

The charges focus on an Aug.
12, 2000, dinner and concert sup-
ported by more than $1.1 million
in “in-kind contributions” —
goods and services provided for
free or below cost. The event was
estimated to cost more than $1.2
million.

The FBI previously said in
court papers that it had evidence
the former first lady’s campaign
deliberately understated its
fund-raising costs so it would
have more money to spend on her
campaign.

While the event cost more than
$1.2 million, the indictment al-
leged, Rosen reported contribu-
tions of about $400,000, knowing
the figure to be false.

The indictment charged that he
provided some documents to an
FEC compliance officer but with-
held the true costs of the event
and provided false documents to
substantiate the lower figure.

In one instance, Rosen ob-
tained and delivered a fraudulent

invoice stating the cost of a con-
cert associated with the gala was
$200,000 when he know that fig-
ure was false, according to the in-
dictment. The actual cost of the
concert was more than $600,000.

Each of the four counts of mak-
ing a false statement carries a
maximum penalty of up to five
years in prison and up to $250,000
in fines upon conviction.

Rosen’s attorney, Paul Mark
Sandler, did not return a call ask-
ing for comment. Clinton’s law-
yer on campaign finance matters,
David Kendall, said: “The Senate
Campaign Committee has fully co-
operated with the investigation.
Mr. Rosen worked hard for the
campaign, and we trust that when
all the facts are in, he will be
cleared.”

The businessman who hosted
the event, Peter Paul, has told fed-
eral authorities that it cost more
than $1 million and that he had
been surprised when he saw that
most of the contributions were
not reported.

The money from the fund-rais-
er went to Clinton’s successful
campaign for a Senate seat from
New York, the Democrats’ nation-
al Senate campaign organization
and a state Democratic Party
committee.

The joint fund raising made the
rules more complicated because
the gala raised both “hard
money” — funds given to candi-
dates subject to federal limits —
and “soft money” that was unreg-
ulated and unlimited under the
former campaign finance law.

First family shows off newest member

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — While Rose-
mary Kennedy spent much of her
life shielded from the public eye,
her struggles with mental retarda-
tion inspired her sister to encour-
age millions of mentally disabled
athletes to publicly celebrate
their differences.

Kennedy, the oldest sister of
President John F. Kennedy and
the inspiration for the Special
Olympics, died Friday. She was 86.

Kennedy, the third child of
Rose and Joseph Kennedy, was
born mentally retarded and un-
derwent a lobotomy when she
was 23. She lived most of her life
in a Jefferson, Wis., institution,
the St. Coletta School for Excep-
tional Children.

She died at Fort Atkinson Memo-
rial Health Hospital in Wisconsin
with her brother Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy and her sisters by her
side, the family said in a statement.

“Rosemary was a lifelong jewel
to every member of our family,”
the statement said. “From her ear-
liest years, her mental retarda-
tion was a continuing inspiration
to each of us and a powerful
source of our family’s commit-
ment to do all we can to help all
persons with disabilities live full
and productive lives.”

Rosemary Kennedy’s condition
became an inspiration to her

younger sister, Eunice Kennedy
Shriver, who founded the Special
Olympics for mentally disabled
athletes, and in 1984 she took
over her sister’s care after their
mother had a stroke.

Rosemary’s retardation be-
came public in 1960, just after
her brother John was elected
president. The National Associa-
tion for Retarded Children men-
tioned in a publication that the
president-elect “has a mentally re-
tarded sister who is in an institu-
tion in Wisconsin.”

Born Rose Marie Kennedy on
Sept. 13, 1918, in Boston, she was
known as Rosemary or Rosie to
friends and family. In her own dia-
ries before the lobotomy, she
chronicled a life of tea dances,
dress fittings, trips to Europe and a
visit to the Roosevelt White House.

But as she got older, her father
worried his daughter’s mild condi-
tion would lead her into situations
that could damage the family’s
reputation.

“Rosemary was a woman, and
there was a dread fear of pregnan-
cy, disease and disgrace,” author
Laurence Leamer wrote in an un-
authorized Kennedy biography.

Doctors told Joseph Kennedy
that a lobotomy would help his
daughter and calm her mood
swings.

Rosemary lived in several pri-
vate institutions before her father
placed her in St. Coletta, an hour
west of Milwaukee.

AP

President Bush and first lady Laura Bush show off their new puppy, a Scottish terrier named Miss Beazley,
on the South Lawn of the White House on Thursday afternoon. The White House’s new resident was a gift to
Mrs. Bush from the president for her 58th birthday in November, but the 10-week-old puppy had to wait
until this week to move in. Although Scottish terriers are often aggressive with other dogs, there appeared
to be no animosity between Miss Beazley and the older first dog, Barney, whose half brother is Miss
Beazley’s father. Barney gave his younger companion a few good sniffs, but they mostly roamed the grass
and ignored each other — and the first lady’s calls for them to come. “Behaves like Barney,” the president
said of the new pooch, recalling Barney’s habit of ignoring commands from the president.

Pitt, Aniston
call it quits
Actors officially separate

AP

Brad Pitt and his wife, Jennifer Aniston, arrive for a

screening of the film “Troy” at the Cannes Film

Festival in France last year. Pitt and Aniston have

split, Pitt’s longtime publicist confirmed Friday.

Sen. Clinton’s former
finance aide indicted

JFK’s sister Rosemary,
86, dies at Wis. hospital
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BY STEPHANIE NANO

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Tiny “miracle
babies” make for heartwarming
stories, but the reality is that near-
ly half of all infants born extreme-
ly premature have significant
learning and physical disabilities
by the time they reach school age,
the largest such study found.

Medical advances have al-
lowed doctors to save earlier and
smaller babies. While some devel-
opmental problems are known to
be common among such children,
the long-term consequences were
not entirely clear.

“We needed to have some idea
of really what this group was like
when they grew up,” said one of
the researchers, Dr. Neil Marlow,
a neonatologist at the University
of Nottingham in England.

Guidelines call for not resusci-
tating the most severely prema-
ture babies, but where to draw
the line is a controversial and
emotional decision. The study’s
findings may help guide doctors
and parents about whether it is
wise to use heroic measures.

“Parents need to go into this sit-
uation with their eyes wide open
and with an open dialogue with
their doctors as to what they
should do,” Marlow said.

Normal pregnancy is 37 to 42
weeks. Marlow and his col-
leagues looked at 241 children
about 6 years old who had been
born between 22 and 25 weeks.
They found that 46 percent had se-
vere or moderate disabilities
such as cerebral palsy, vision or
hearing loss and learning prob-
lems; 34 percent were mildly dis-

abled; and 20 percent had no dis-
abilities. Twelve percent had dis-
abling cerebral palsy.

“This gives for the first time a
real picture of what happens to
these children who are at the lim-
its of viability,” said another re-
searcher, Dieter Wolke of the Uni-
versity of Bristol in England.

Their findings are reported in
Thursday’s New England Journal
of Medicine.

The rate of premature births in
the United States has crept up in
recent years, in part because of a
rise in multiple births and older
mothers.

“It’s important to realize that
prematurity is a major public
health problem. One in eight ba-
bies are born prematurely,” said
Dr. Scott Berns of the March of
Dimes.

The British researchers
tracked all extremely premature
births in Britain and Ireland over
a 10-month period in 1995. Of
those who were born live, only a
quarter survived and eventually
went home from the hospital — 1
percent of those born at 22 weeks;
11 percent at 23 weeks; 26 per-
cent at 24 weeks; and 44 percent
at 25 weeks.

The surviving children were
tested at 2½ years, and about a
quarter had severe disabilities.
They were evaluated again at
about 6 years.

Standard intelligence tests

showed 21 percent of them had
moderate or severe learning dis-
abilities. That figure rose to 41 per-
cent when compared to the test
scores of a group of similar class-
mates who were born at full term.

In an accompanying editorial,
Drs. Betty Vohr of Women and In-
fants Hospital in Providence, R.I.,
and Marilee Allen of Johns Hop-
kins Hospital in Baltimore, said
the study shows the limits of what
medicine can do.

They cited publicity about “mir-
acle babies” as one reason par-
ents might seek to have their very
premature child resuscitated.

“We wish they all were little
miracle babies, but they’re not,”
Vohr said in an interview.

Jamie Anderson of Logan,
Utah, had to make a quick deci-
sion right before her twins were

born at 23 weeks in 1997. She de-
cided to have them resuscitated,
although she knew the chances of
survival were low and there was a
risk of disabilities.

Her son, born at 507 grams (1
pound, 2 ounces), died within
hours. Her daughter, Navy, who
was 620 grams (1 pound, 6 ounc-
es), endured four months of opera-
tions and blood transfusions be-
fore going home from the hospital.

“We were fortunate to have one
survive, but we know what it’s
like to lose one,” said Anderson,
who will be sharing her experi-
ence as a March of Dimes ambas-
sador this year.

As for her now 7-year-old
daughter, Anderson said she is
doing great with no complications
and recently passed two mile-
stones: learning to read and ride a
two-wheel bike.

BY MELISSA MANSFIELD

The Associated Press

RHINEBECK, N.Y. — Monte Romero
sat on his mother’s lap, looking up at the
movie playing on the big screen and
chomping on popcorn. After a few mo-
ments, he rubbed his eyes, hopped back
out into the aisle and went exploring. The
2-year-old stopped and shouted, “Go!”
while pointing to the screen, then returned
to his mother.

Nobody shushed him. No rolled eyes or
piercing stares accused Monte’s mother,
Marika, of ruining “Guerrilla: The Taking
of Patty Hearst” by bringing along a tod-
dler.

“See why you can’t bring him to the
mall?” Marika said, scooping him up onto
her lap again. “He gets very excited.”

The Romeros were at a “Bring Your
Own Baby” movie at Upstate Films. Join-
ing small movie houses and national the-
ater chains, the Rhinebeck theater has
begun to show special screenings just for
parents and children.

The first-run films are the same ones the
theater offers the rest of the week. Patrons
can pick up a bottle of ginger ale or root
beer, a homemade cookie or popcorn with
real butter. When the movie starts, the

lights dim, but do not turn off entirely. The
soundtrack is loud enough to hear, soft
enough for babies to sleep through.

Marika Romero recalled bringing Monte
to a recent screening of “Ray,” about
music legend Ray Charles, at a regular the-
ater. She hoped he would sleep if he got
bored.

“Once the first band started, he went
‘Drums, mama! Drums!’ ” she said.

The two spent the rest of the movie out-
side with the carpet sweepers.

“I do miss the big screen,” she sighed, as
she waited for the matinee to start.

Upstate Films has shown three “Bring
Your Own Baby” movies so far, with hopes
of continuing the program through the
next year.

Parents pay regular matinee admission;
the babies get in for free.

“The people who come are really
happy,” said Steve Leiber, who co-founded
the nonprofit arts organization with his
wife Dede in 1972. “There is no one to say
‘Shhhh … be quiet.’ ”

Leiber heard of other theaters with mati-
nees for moms, and wanted to try it. “It
gives us a chance to get the people who
were moviegoers” before they had chil-
dren.

Midwestern chain Kerasotes Theatres
holds “Matinee Movie Magic for Moms
(and Dads)” weekly at four of its 75 the-
aters, featuring a stroller valet outside the
theater to help accommodate the new par-
ents.

Loews Cineplex Entertainment
launched a program called “Reel Moms”
three years ago, and now operates in 20 cit-
ies. Loews’ spokesman John McCauley
said, “The moms are also able to be very
current, seeing the latest movies.”

Many of the moms who contact the com-
pany say they feel isolated after having
children and it helps to interact with other
new parents in a social setting.

“We get to bring moms together, going
through the same life stage,” he said.

Theaters welcome babies to special screenings
Tara Shafer of

Rhinebeck,

N.Y., and her

22-month-old

son, Reid

Curran, watch

Monte Romero,

2, foreground,

play Dec. 15

before the start

of a “Bring

Your Own

Baby” movie at

Upstate Films

in New York.

AP

More than half of ‘miracle babies’
are at risk for long-term problems

March of Dimes/AP

Navy Anderson is seen Nov. 11, 1997, at University of Utah Hospital in Salt Lake City in an incubator, one

week after being born prematurely.

Study: Preemies often develop disabilities
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BY GLENN ADAMS

The Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Maine — New En-
glanders, almost as fond of their
vanity license plates as they are
of chowdah, lobstah and their be-
loved Boston Red Sox, are pro-
claiming pride in the World Se-
ries champions with car-bumper
messages that drive the point
home.

Some are a bit in-your-face,
such as WE WIN and VCTORY.
Others are a little more subtle,
such as ESRUC04, a Mainer’s
way of spelling out the reverse of
the Curse. Others elated to see
the Bambino’s hex lifted asked
for CURSE-NO and 1918+RIP.

The Red Sox had barely com-
pleted their four-game World Se-
ries sweep over the St. Louis Car-
dinals on Oct. 27 before the or-
ders started coming in to Maine’s
Bureau of Motor Vehicles, Maine
officials said.

“Within hours of the final out in
Game 4 of the World Series, re-
quests for Red Sox-related vanity
plates began to arrive,” said
then-Secretary of State Dan Gwa-
dosky. The BMV received more
than 60 requests by the time a
Nov. 9 order was submitted for
plate production.

“Dozens of additional requests
have been received since. The
total probably exceeds 100 at this
point, and counting,” said Gwa-
dosky, whose term was to end Fri-
day.

One motorist requested FEN-
WAY, the venerable old ballpark
that’s home of the world champs.
Variations from feminine Sox fa-
natics sought the monikers FNW-
YCHK, BSTN-GRL and SOX
CHIK. Another request seeks to
identify a Mainer as part of a larg-
er realm, RDSXNTN, or Red Sox
Nation for the uninitiated.

Joyce McKenney’s plate,

SXWIN04, turned out to be con-
fusing to some non-sports fans,
who ask why it says “sex, wino,
four,” the Richmond, Maine, resi-
dent said.

“Sports people, they love it.
They think it’s awesome,” said
McKenney, who watches every
Red Sox game on TV or listens on
the radio. “It’s people who have
no clue about sports who sit there
and scratch their heads.”

Another Maine fan’s request
for OREDSOX reflects the sweet
satisfaction of a series champion-
ship after a seemingly endless
86-year wait — or maybe it’s just
an Irish spin on the team’s name.

Fans who don’t want anyone to
forget that sweep over St. Louis
ordered SOXIN4 and REDSOX-4.

A dozen Rhode Islanders asked
for Red Sox vanity plates after
the team’s first World Series
championship since 1918, said
Nancy Tracy of the state’s DMV.
Some of their requests are RD-
SXFN, RDSX04, WE WIN and VC-
TORY.

The rush for Red Sox vanity
plates was not nearly so intense
in their home state, where only
eight were ordered after the se-
ries.

Fans craving to identify with
their heroes seemed more inter-
ested in buying state-issue spe-
cialty Red Sox plates that raise
money for children’s cancer re-
search, said Rob Creedon, spokes-
man for the Massachusetts Regis-
try of Motor Vehicles.

“Our numbers kind of spiked
after the playoffs,” said Creedon.

Massachusetts drivers mostly
asked for a variation of the team’s
name, such as RZOXO4 and
SAWX04, while one sought to dis-
play the number worn by pitcher
Curt Schilling and asked for
RDSX38.

Vermonters were ahead of the
game and had snapped up the ob-
vious slogans long before the Red
Sox ended their long World Se-
ries drought, said Motor Vehicles
Commissioner Bonnie Rutledge.

“We already had some vanity
plates related to Red Sox, but
they’ve been out there for quite a
while,” said Rutledge. “We’ve
had none since they won.”

In Connecticut, there’s no way
to tell how many Sox fans paid
extra for vanity plates commemo-
rating the World Series champs,
motor vehicle spokesman Bill Sey-
mour said.

“There are too many possibili-
ties that could be associated with
that,” Seymour said.

Connecticut motorists can dis-
play plates that benefit Long Is-
land Sound, child safety and pet
care, but the state has no official
license plate honoring the Red
Sox. Massachusetts has its Red
Sox “Jimmy Fund” plates. In
Maine, a bill submitted to the Leg-
islature seeks a special Red Sox
plate.

Officials in New Hampshire’s
motor vehicle agency didn’t re-
turn phone calls. The Granite
State is among those with an on-
line service through which motor-
ists can see if the vanity plates
they choose are already taken.

Interest in Red Sox vanity
plates isn’t limited to New En-
gland.

Nearly 100 New Yorkers who
pledge no allegiance to the Yan-
kees applied for vanity plates
with messages about the Red Sox
in the month after the World Se-
ries ended, the state’s DMV said.

One Empire Stater who
couldn’t help but gloat after the
Sox beat the Yankees for the pen-
nant asked for BYENYY.

Maine gets more than 50,000 re-
quests for information about vani-
ty plates per month. Maine’s Vani-
ty Plate Check is one of more
than 20 online services that can
be accessed through the Secre-
tary of State’s Web page.

AP

Hikers make their way on one of the Viennese hiking paths in Vienna,

Austria, in November 2004. A novel study of hikers in the Alps made

the intriguing discovery that different types of exercise had

different effects on fats and sugars in the blood. Going uphill cleared

fats from the blood faster, going downhill reduced blood sugar more,

and hiking either way lowered bad cholesterol.

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — If exercise is too much of an
uphill battle, you may want to try the downside.

A novel study of hikers in the Alps made the in-
triguing discovery that different types of exercise
had different effects on fats and sugars in the blood.

Going uphill cleared fats from the blood faster,
going downhill reduced blood sugar more, and hik-
ing either way lowered bad cholesterol.

Both types of hiking are beneficial, but one may
help diabetics more than the other, said Dr. Heinz
Drexel of the Academic Teaching Hospital of Feld-
kirch, Austria, who reported the research at a recent
American Heart Association conference in New Or-
leans.

His was a most unusual study, involving steep
mountains and lifts at a ski resort.

“If you think about this in practical terms, it’s pret-
ty hard to imagine how any human being could just
go one way and get back to where they started un-
less they happen to live near a cable car, which was
used in this study,” said Dr. Raymond Gibbons, a
cardiologist at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.,
who had no role in the research.

Still, Dr. Gerald Fletcher, a cardiologist at the
Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Fla., said the findings
could be applied in the real world: People who work

in office buildings, for example, could take the stairs
one way and the elevator the other, depending on
what their exercise goals were.

Hiking uphill is concentric exercise, where mus-
cles are shortened, which happens when you bend
your arm or step upward.

Going downhill is eccentric muscle work, such as
extending your arm or actively resisting stretching,
which happens when you step down.

The Austrian researchers tested both forms of exer-
cise on 45 healthy people who normally exercised
very little. For the study, the participants took three
to five hourlong hikes each week. For two months
they hiked uphill and rode the ski lift down. The next
two months they took the lift up and hiked down.

Their blood sugar and cholesterol levels were
checked before the study started and after each
two-month exercise segment. They also were given
tests to see how quickly and well their blood re-
moved fats and sugar after each exercise phase.

The hikers made no changes in their diets, so that
the effects of the exercise could be isolated.

This could be good news for diabetics, who often
have trouble with concentric and many types of aero-
bic exercise, Drexel said.

They may be better able to tolerate downhill hik-
ing, and may get more out of it, too. It also might be
a good way for people who do not exercise now to
get started, Drexel suggested.

Hiking style dictates benefits

REDSXWIN sparks rush on vanity plates

AP

Avid Red Sox baseball fan Joyce McKenney of Richmond, Maine — who is wearing an anti-New York

Yankees baseball cap — poses by her vanity plate Thursday.

More nation
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Anna Xine skips happily as temper-

atures rose to the mid 60’s in

Palmer Square in Princeton, N.J.

Too much MTV?

WA
LAKE STEVENS —
Someone in the Cen-

sus Bureau may be watch-
ing a little too much MTV.

Bevis Lake, a 5.7-acre
body of water in a forested
area about 25 miles north-
east of Seattle, is now ap-
pearing in Bureau
records with a different
name: Butthead Lake.

Those two names
— Bevis and Butt-
head — are almost identical to the
1990s MTV cartoon show “Beavis
and Butt-head,” which featured a
pair of slacker teenagers who
watch music videos and make bad
jokes.

Someone at the Census Bureau
must have gotten bored and made
a joke out of naming the lake, said
Ken Brown, a land surveyor with
the state Department of Natural
Resources.

It’s not unusual for small lakes
in out-of-the-way places to have dif-
ferent names because of variations
in county, state or other official
records, but there are no such indi-
cations in this case, Brown said.

Shrine can stay

MA
PEPPERELL — A judge
has ruled that a man can

keep the illuminated, three-story
shrine in his backyard that he says
he was instructed to build by the
Virgin Mary.

Officials in this rural town on the
Massachusetts-New Hampshire
border ordered Noel Dube, 85, to
remove the shrine in 1999, saying
he didn’t have the proper permits.
Neighbors had complained about
its size and the thousands of visi-
tors it attracted annually.

Instead, Dube expanded it, add-
ing a 30-foot painting of Jesus and
a 24-foot illuminated cross to an ex-
isting 20-foot mural of Our Lady of
Fatima.

Last week, Middlesex Superior
Court Judge Kenneth Fishman
ruled that the shrine can stay.

Southern speaking

NC
RALEIGH — A television
documentary debuting this

week examines the dialects and
language of North Carolina, from
the “hoi toide” of Ocracoke Island
residents to Cherokee elders who
converse in their native language.

In addition to examining the dif-
ferent dialects, the UNC-TV docu-
mentary “Voices of North Caroli-
na” also explores what they mean
to people’s identity. The film is a
companion to “Do You Speak
American?” a documentary about
this country’s speech that aired na-
tionwide this week on PBS.

Wolf watch in north

ID
COEUR D’ALENE — Wolf
sightings are increasing

across northern Idaho and the gov-
ernor is expected to ask the federal
government for statewide control
of the wolf population, Idaho Fish
and Game Director Steve Huffak-
er said.

Interior Secretary Gale Norton
announced this week a new rule
giving Idaho and Montana more au-
thority to manage wolves inside a
federally designated recovery
area. But more wolf sightings are
being reported north of Interstate
90, outside of the recovery area.

Gov. Dirk Kempthorne is expect-
ed to send a letter to Washington,
D.C., later this week asking for

statewide control, Huffaker said.

Mistrial for doctor

OH
NORWALK — A judge de-
clared a mistrial in a medi-

cal negligence case against a physi-
cian after the doctor came to the
aid of a juror who passed out dur-
ing opening statements.

The defendant, Dr. Joseph Carv-
er, told the 74-year-old juror
Wednesday that it appeared he
had a heart flutter that momentari-
ly prevented oxygen from getting
to his brain and caused the black-
out.

The juror was taken to a hospital
for tests.

No new trial date has been set.
Carver, an obstetrician and gyne-

cologist, is being sued for $3 mil-
lion by a couple who say their new-
born daughter was dropped on the
floor of a delivery room in 2000
while under Carver’s care.

Fake cop shoots man

NY
FRANKLIN SQUARE —
The manager of a Long Is-

land bank was shot dead as he
drove home from work by a man
posing as a police officer, authori-
ties said.

James Gottlieb, 49, was driving
on Semton Boulevard in Franklin
Square at about 7 p.m. Wednesday
when a black SUV with flashing
lights pulled him over, Nassau

County police said.
When he got out of

his car, Gottlieb was
confronted by a man
who claimed to be a po-

lice officer and ordered
him to get on the ground,
said Detective Sgt. Dennis
Barry, of the Nassau Coun-

ty Police Homicide Squad.
Gottlieb demanded to see

the man’s identification, and
the two began to argue. Gottli-
eb started walking toward the
front door of a nearby house,

and the man posing as a police of-
ficer fired three shots, striking Got-
tlieb in the arm and leg, police
said. He died at Mercy Hospital in
Rockville Centre at 8:14 p.m.

The gunman fled the scene and
there were no arrests.

Defendant bites bailiff

TX
FORT WORTH — A defen-
dant flew into a rage in a

Fort Worth courtroom and bit a bai-
liff after a judge announced he had
been found guilty of indecency
with a child Wednesday, witnesses
said.

Before biting the bailiff, Lonnie
B. Howard threw a water pitcher
across the courtroom.

“We think he was trying to hit
the victim’s family,” Terry Gr-
isham of the Tarrant County Sher-
iff’s Office told KDFW television
station in Dallas-Fort Worth.

Howard then lunged at the fami-
ly, biting the face of one of the bai-
liffs who tried to restrain him. Offi-
cials say he will be charged with ag-
gravated assault on an officer.

Oil spill in tunnel

VA
HAMPTON — A trac-
tor-trailer lost its fuel tank

while heading westbound through
the Hampton Roads Bridge Tun-
nel on Monday night, spilling more
than 100 gallons of diesel fuel and
closing the tunnel to traffic for
nearly two hours.

The incident happened at 7:42
p.m., spokeswoman Tiffany Elliott
of the Virginia Department of
Transportation said. It did not in-
volve any other vehicles and no
one was injured, she said, but spe-
cifics about how the fuel tank came
loose were unclear.

“It seems as though it just
dropped off the truck,” Elliott said.

The amount of fuel in the tank
also was not immediately clear,
but Elliott said there were indica-
tions the tank was full, holding as
many as 140 gallons of fuel.

Charges in model murder

PA
YEADON — A man was
charged Wednesday with

raping and killing an aspiring teen-
age model, then cutting up her
body, putting it in a steel drum and
burning it with help from an ac-
quaintance.

Delaware County District Attor-
ney G. Michael Green said he will
consider seeking the death penalty
for Lamar Haymes, 29.

Haymes was charged with kid-
napping, rape, first-degree mur-
der, abuse of a corpse and other
counts in the death of 15-year-old
Deanna Wright McIntosh, who left
home early last month after an ar-
gument with her mother.

Authorities allege Haymes
raped and killed Wright McIntosh
at a house in Lansdowne just
blocks from her family’s Yeadon
home.

Arlie Cornbower of New Freedom, Pa., guides his

“barrow,” a male pig, past the judge during the

test market hogs contest at the 89th annual Pennsylvania Farm Show in

Harrisburg, Pa.

Hop, skip and a jump

Roofer Ken Buchalski wipes sweat from his brow

while working atop a roof as the Jantzen Girl

mannequin seems to dive out of a deep blue sky in Daytona Beach, Fla.

Prize pig

Sky diving
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Nine-month-old Aubrianna Taylor tries on

the hat of her uncle, Washington State

Trooper Charles Bates, of Key Center, Wash., prior to Bates taking part

in graduation ceremonies in Olympia, Wash.

Men get big money jobs

NC
RALEIGH — A study by
the state personnel office

found that North Carolina employs
almost as many women as men in
state government, but women fill
most low-wage jobs. Women make
up 48.9 percent of the state work
force but hold 71.5 percent of the
jobs in the bottom 10 pay grades.
Men hold 75 percent of the jobs in
the top 15 pay grades.

Scholarship needs funds

SD
PIERRE — Legislators will
be asked to find $500,000 to

fully fund a new scholarship pro-
gram that’s more popular than ex-
pected. It pays $5,000 in tuition
over four years to qualifying high
school graduates for any college or
vocational school in the state. The
Legislature last year appropriated
enough money to fund two years of
the program for 650 students, but
826 qualified.

Suspect killed

NJ
CAMDEN — A man killed
during an attempted rob-

bery was responsible for a string of
rapes in a downtown neighbor-
hood, authorities said Wednesday.

Camden County Prosecutor Vin-
cent P. Sarubbi said the state po-
lice DNA lab confirmed Antonio
Diaz Reyes, 32, was the rapist in
the recent attacks of a high school
student, a university student and a
store worker.

The rapes in November and De-
cember were brazen daylight at-
tacks at knifepoint. Investigators
decided to check Reyes’ DNA be-
cause the would-be robber’s meth-
od was similar to that used in the
sexual assaults.

Authorities said Reyes entered
the Camden City Wireless and
Fishing Supply store Friday after-
noon and held the store owner’s
wife at knifepoint. Owner Ngoc Le,
28, grabbed his own gun and told
Reyes he would let him live if he re-
leased his wife, authorities said.
Reyes refused and Le opened fire,
fatally hitting Reyes in the head.

Budget request add up

MT
HELENA — The Legisla-
ture’s chief budget analyst

warned that while the state ap-
pears to have plenty of money for
the 2005 Legislature to spend, the
demands for the cash are quickly
eating it away. School funding
needs and a state employee pay
raise easily could drain what re-
mains of an “unprecedented” $293
million budget surplus, Clayton
Schenck said.

Funny paperwork

TX
DALLAS — An internal in-
vestigation has found that
Dallas County Sheriff’s De-

partment officials conspired to fal-
sify training records for a civilian
reserve deputy so he could patrol
county highways unsupervised
and make DWI arrests.

Former Sheriff Jim Bowles, days
before leaving office last week, re-
versed conclusions of the investiga-
tion and ordered them reclassified
as “unfounded,” shutting down the
case before he left his job.

According to an internal memo-
randum, the department’s internal
affairs office had enough evidence
to prove that Deputy Arlo Mike

Baker, Deputy Thomas “Buck”
Fortner and reserve Deputy Cary
Platt “conspired to manufacture
fraudulent official Sheriff’s Depart-
ment records.”

Platt, a real estate developer, de-
nied the allegations Wednesday.

Gargantuan gator

FL
MIAMI — Residents could
be forgiven for doing a dou-

ble-take when an alligator weigh-
ing more than 400 pounds was
yanked out of a downtown creek —
so big it had to be hoisted out by a
fire truck.

The 12-foot alligator was discov-
ered in Wagner Creek, about 16
miles from the Everglades, in the
shadow of two major hospital com-
plexes and around the corner from
a veterans’ medical center, a court
house, a county jail and govern-
ment office buildings.

It was “about the last place you’d
expect to see an alligator of any
size,” said trapper Todd Hard-
wick. Alligators are much more
common in suburban canals and
lakes.

The alligator likely swam down-
town years ago, when it was small-
er, and lived in the canal system
draining the Miami Civic Center,
emerging only to snatch raccoons
and opossums from the bank,
Hardwick said.

Charges dropped

TX
SAN ANTONIO — Child in-
decency charges have been

dropped against Federal Adminis-
trative Law Judge Forrest Elmo
Stewart. A teenage accuser several
months ago admitted that she lied
about having sex with Stewart, 78.
District Attorney Susan Reed cited
poor cooperation between federal
officials and investigators in deter-
mining what really happened.

Salty wreck

TN
ERWIN — With winter’s
full wrath still to be felt,
Unicoi County is already

having a cold-weather crisis: It lost
all three of its salt trucks during a
single traffic accident.

“We have snow plows and grad-
ers to do the winter road work, but
we’ll have to probably seek help
from the state in getting road salt
spread on county roads,” said
Terry Haynes, the county’s high-
way department superintendent.

While traveling Dec. 22 to get
more salt, the trucks collided with
a tractor-trailer. Icy conditions
were blamed for the accident.

The lost trucks were valued at
about $275,000. While they “are
fully covered with insurance, it
takes time to go through the insur-
ance process,” Haynes said.

War on homelessness

MN
DULUTH — Mayor Herb
Bergson wants to end
homelessness in the city

within 10 years. In his state of the
city address, Bergson said the city
will team up with a local food bank
to start a fund for Duluth residents
who go hungry. “It’s going to be
very challenging to have the
long-term resources that will sus-
tain this,” said Greg Owen, who
has researched homelessness for
the St. Paul-based Wilder Re-
search Center. He said homeless-
ness is a complex issue.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press

A portion of Philadelphia’s Boathouse Row is shown at night. The

rowhouse lights, a fixture since the 1976 Bicentennial celebra-

tions, and not revamped since the mid-eighties, were later turned off as part of a plan to re-do the lighting with

light-emitting diodes instead of standard light bulbs.

Japanese Apricot trees are bloom-

ing in the Sara P. Duke Gardens in

Durham, N.C., adding a bright

touch to the January monochromat-

ic scene.

Tamarion Botley, 4, casts a fishing line near a foot bridge across Ellen

Trout Memorial Lake in Lufkin, Texas.

A splash of color

Reflections of the past

Big hat to fill

On a fishin’ mission
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A ‘lighter light infantry’?

All-woman infantry, huh (“Give
all-woman infantry a try,” letter, Jan. 4)?

What an amazing way to show your
thanks to the military that’s done every-
thing possible to diversify itself for you,
by creating an all-female group of your
own. Even better, let’s look at this from a
common-sense viewpoint.

We already have a double standard
with our physical training tests. The last
thing we need is an even lighter light in-
fantry to keep things “fair” for our small-
er, weaker counterparts.

Also, though they may be female, they
are still soldiers, too. You’d still have
your problem children, normal
wear-and-tear injuries, and the addition-
al responsibilities of pregnancy and
such. Infantry training is not for the phys-
ically weak or impaired.

Plus, once the volunteers realize the
glamor from “G.I. Jane” isn’t there,
you’d be looking at serious retention
problems.

Don’t get me wrong, if a female can do
the job mentally and physically, more
power to her. And, of course, the old argu-
ment “a woman can stop a bullet just as
well as a man” still holds true. But tell
me, letter writer, who’s going to want to
pick up the load from your female 203 or
Squad Automatic Weapon gunner when
they’re too sore to carry it any further
when you’re outside the wire, not know-
ing what’s around the next corner? In sup-
port roles, it’s easy. You just have your
male counterparts “help” her, or move
her to an easier responsibility.

With all due respect, if you want to
play infantry, come to Iraq for a bit and
pull patrols with other “support” ele-
ments that are over here. As you may or
may not have heard, they’ve got all they
can handle. Who knows, maybe you can
win this for us single-handedly with your
“kick butt” approach.

Spc. Paul Martell

Baghdad

Mineo housing just too far away

I think the writer of “Sigonella housing

the best” (letter, Dec. 29) is missing the
point; the letter writer, being one of the
“lucky few” who had the freedom to
choose where you would live, is, of
course, happy to live in Mineo, as it was
her choice.

Mineo Housing isn’t for everyone. The
housing units out here are really nice; no-
where has it been stated that they were
substandard in any way. It’s just the fact
that it’s 45 minutes from any of the facili-
ties.

If you wanted to do normal family ac-
tivities such as go bowling or to the mov-
ies or even go to the Naval Exchange, it’s
a day trip.

There is no bus service out here, ex-
cept for the school buses. Yes, we have a
firehouse but no paramedic or ambu-
lance, so if you had an emergency, ac-
cording to the emergency room at the
naval hospital, it would take 45 minutes
for an ambulance to get to the housing
units, then 45 minutes for it to reach the
hospital, so a total round trip of 1 hour, 30
minutes, minimum.

I grew up in Europe and have lived in
America. Where we chose to live depend-
ed on where the schools and hospitals
were. This is a major quality-of-life issue
that has been overlooked because of the
need to fill government housing.

The letter writer had her freedom to

choose. I, as well as many other residents
of the Mineo Garden Community, did
not.

Sarah DiGioia

Sigonella, Sicily

Take care of veterans, too

The tsunami in South Asia is one of the
most devastating disasters in recent
memory, and we should show our sup-
port as a nation.

However, isn’t it interesting how the
money can surface in the wink of an eye,
how the flag can be flown at half staff
quickly, and how we instantly bend to the
whining of the United Nations?

This is particularly interesting when
the argument against our aging military
retirees’ promised health benefits is lack
of money.

Also, our World War II and Korean
War veterans are dying at the rate of
more than 1,100 per day and flags are not
flying half mast for them. And the United
Nations did not step forward with help
for our recent catastrophic hurricanes
and tornadoes. We cannot even afford
the body armor and equipment to ensure
maximum safety for our troops in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

We are the most powerful and greatest
nation in the world, yet we cannot ade-
quately honor those who made this, and
who are now making this, possible. Our
politicians need to do what is right for
our military, both active and retired. If
we don’t, how can we expect those on ac-
tive duty today, making many of those
same sacrifices we did, to remain on as
the career backbone of the U.S. military?

I have stepped forward with monetary
help for Sept. 11, disaster relief and for
the tsunami relief effort. I just feel strong-
ly that we should honor commitments to
our own, as well as to others. Let us put
our priorities where they belong — and
not use the excuse of a lack of funding for
our own, when we can immediately step
forward for others, just so we look politi-
cally correct. They will all readily accept
it and yet shortly be back bashing Ameri-
cans.

Air Force Capt. Ron Shaw (Ret.)

Orem, Utah
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Canadian cows’ range of motion
The Tri-City Herald,
Kennewick, Wash.

It’s almost time to let the cows come
home, the Bush administration has decided.

Canadian cows, that is.
The decision by the U.S. government to re-

open its borders in March to certain catego-
ries of Canadian cattle is a good move,
backed with an abundance of caution.

The Bush administration is expected to
proceed with lifting the ban even after Cana-
da said that it had found a suspected new
case of mad cow disease. No part of the
10-year-old dairy cow in question has en-
tered human or animal food.

The ban, which sprang from a May 2003
case of mad cow disease in Alberta, has out-
lived its time. It may have ended sooner, if it
were not for the United States’ first case of
mad cow disease, discovered in a Holstein
from Mabton almost exactly one year ago.
The Mabton cow was traced back to a Cana-
dian herd.

The U.S. government has repeatedly peti-
tioned other governments to lift their bans
on importing our beef. A reciprocal arrange-
ment with Canada seems only fair. …

The Agriculture Department says effec-
tive measures are in place to prevent and de-
tect bovine spongiform encephalopathy. …
With safeguards in place, it’s time to renew
the traditional across-the-border coopera-
tion of U.S. and Canadian cattle producers.

Russians weigh freedom, order
Chicago Tribune

Five years ago, the first democratically
elected president of Russia, Boris Yeltsin,
stunned his countrymen and the world by re-
signing. Turning to his hand-picked prime
minister, Vladimir Putin, Yeltsin gave him
the keys to the Kremlin and urged him to
“take care of Russia.”

Russia, as that new year of 2000 dawned,
desperately needed care. …

For their part, Russians have willingly
traded in their unruly 1990s-style freedom
for a chance at greater domestic security.
Putin’s approval ratings remain high.

Americans can understand that desire for
freedom from terrorism. Though this coun-
try has not suffered a repeat of Sept. 11,
2001, Russia has been rocked by apartment
bombings, blown-up airplanes, suicide
bombers and the horrific hostage-siege in
Beslan that resulted in the deaths of hun-
dreds of children. …

It is no great surprise that the Russian peo-
ple are willing to give Putin a stronger hand.
Russians submitted to strong, autocratic
leaders through hundreds of years of rule by
the czars and 70 years of communism. Putin
was steeped in the secretive ways of the Sovi-
et KGB and his anti-democratic tendencies
were apparent early on. He promised Rus-
sians stability and economic growth — both
were in short order five years ago. …

Fear has trumped hope for Russians. The
state is becoming more powerful with the
promise that it will make the people more se-
cure. Centuries of Russian history argue
that that is a false promise.

Where is Putin taking Russia? Certainly
not to the re-creation of the Soviet empire.
… But the chances that Russia will develop
into a free, prosperous and modern democra-
cy seem to be slipping away.

Insurgents won’t rock Iraq vote
The Poughkeepsie (N.Y.) Journal

President Bush is holding firm that Iraqi
elections must take place at the end of this
month. It’s the best position to take, for now.
For all the likely problems with distributing
and counting ballots in such a chaotic cli-

mate, delaying elections could exacerbate
fears the United States isn’t committed to re-
moving its troops as soon as possible. Many
Iraqi factions, and members of the world
community, still have great distrust about
U.S. intentions in Iraq. More importantly,
the Bush administration realizes the sooner
elections are held, the faster it will be able to
withdraw troops and let the Iraqis run their
own country. …

Free and safe elections are, of course, the
key to success in Iraq. The insurgents are
mustering all they can to derail the effort,
but the interim Iraqi government must try to
move forward. …

For their part, U.S. authorities are ramp-
ing up efforts to make sure military vehicles
operating in Iraq have the proper armor to
protect troops against attacks. And the mili-
tary also will boost U.S. troop strength in the
short term, adding about 12,000 to 138,000 al-
ready serving in Iraq.

Those efforts are essential. The United
States also has to make a long-term invest-
ment by providing better training for Iraqi
security forces.

It’s still anyone’s guess whether the Janu-
ary elections can be carried out. … But it’s
clear delaying the vote would be a huge vic-
tory for the insurgents. … That is reason
enough to stick with the timetable for now.

U.N. ‘stingy’ in appreciation
The Gazette, Colorado Springs, Colo.

Maybe “stingy” means something differ-
ent in Norwegian than it does in English.
That might explain how comments made by
Jan Egeland, the Norwegian who serves as
emergency relief coordinator for the United
Nations, suggesting that the United States
and other countries were being
less-than-generous in responding to the tsu-
nami disaster in Asia, could have been “mis-
interpreted.”

Egeland conducted the Dec. 27 press con-
ference at the United Nations in English,
however. “It is beyond me why are we so
stingy, really,” he said. “If the foreign assis-
tance of many countries now is 0.1 or 0.2 per-
cent of their gross national income … I don’t
think that is very generous.” That provoked
a strong response from Secretary of State
Colin Powell — “The United States is not
stingy,” he said — and led to some “clarifica-
tions” from Egeland the next day, claiming
he’d been misinterpreted.

The United States contributes roughly
0.13 percent of its Gross Domestic Product
each year to development aid — that ex-
cludes food aid (of which we are by far the
world’s biggest provider), funds for rebuild-

ing Iraq and Afghanistan and private dona-
tions. That’s less than the 0.7 percent of
GDP the United Nations suggests we contrib-
ute but, given that the U.S. economy is the
world’s largest, it’s still a generous expendi-
ture — and can’t be called “stingy” in any
language.

Voyeur law: Seeing is believing
The Times-Picayune, New Orleans

A federal law that now makes it illegal to
surreptitiously film or photograph another
person should help thwart the abuse of ad-
vances in technology that have made taking
pictures effortless.

Small video cameras can be installed virtu-
ally anywhere, and many mobile phones
now come equipped with cameras. They’ve
become the tools of the perverted who have
sneaked them into gym locker rooms and
public restrooms.

The law that was signed by President
Bush applies only to voyeuristic acts commit-
ted on federal property. Proponents of the
legislation cited examples of inconspicuous
cameras being used to capture images of
people in dressing rooms and showers on
Navy warships.

That’s despicable. But until this new legis-
lation was passed, there was no law that
made such actions illegal. That gap between
what we know to be wrong and what we’ve
deemed illegal was similar to a loophole Lou-
isiana had until recently.

Susan Wilson, a Monroe woman, discov-
ered in 1998 that a neighbor had been secret-
ly recording her and her family’s private mo-
ments.

When she went to authorities, however,
she discovered that even though in-person
voyeurism was illegal, videotaped voyeur-
ism had not been addressed.

Wilson’s complaints led to the passage of a
video voyeurism bill in Louisiana that made
the action a felony. Since then, more than 30
other states also have taken a stance against
video voyeurism.

An assault on fair punishment
The Plain Dealer, Cleveland

Todd Bertuzzi has gotten a break he does
not deserve from a provincial court in Brit-
ish Columbia. Bertuzzi is the Vancouver Ca-
nucks hockey star who, in the closing sec-
onds of a lopsided loss in March, viciously at-
tacked Steve Moore of the Colorado Ava-
lanche from behind. …

Three days before Christmas, Bertuzzi ac-
cepted a very nice present from prosecu-

tors: By pleading guilty to assault causing
bodily harm and agreeing to pay a $500 fine
and perform 80 hours of community service,
he can walk away with no criminal record
after a year. A hearing to ratify the deal was
arranged so hastily that Moore could not
travel from his home in Massachusetts to
face his assailant in court.

Had he appeared, Moore might have
talked about what the attack meant to him.
Almost 10 months later, he still suffers from
headaches, memory loss and mood swings.
He cannot skate or work out. …

At its best, professional hockey is a game
of speed and grace. But one reason that so
few Americans follow it — and even fewer
seem upset by this year’s shutdown — is the
NHL’s refusal to take an unbending stand
against the eye-for-an-eye violence repre-
sented by Bertuzzi’s assault.

Oust Annan for his inaction
The Tribune-Democrat,

Johnstown, Pa.

It’s time for America to sever ties.
We aren’t prepared to call U.N. Secre-

tary-General Kofi Annan a crook. He may
simply be an incompetent. But either way,
Annan has no right to be given an additional
two years in his prestigious position. …

There was the U.N.’s oil-for-food scandal
in Iraq. As Nile Gardiner of The Heritage
Foundation noted in a recent column, it was
“the biggest scandal in the history of the
United Nations and the biggest financial
fraud of modern times.” He wrote that the
U.N. program was supposed to help the peo-
ple of Iraq, but instead enriched their cor-
rupt leaders.

Charles Duelfer, a U.S. weapons inspec-
tor, wrote that Annan’s hand-picked director
of the program supposedly received a vouch-
er from Saddam Hussein for 13 million bar-
rels of oil. Some humanitarian program that
was! Then there was the scandal in the
Congo involving U.N. personnel and peace-
keepers. Gardiner wrote that the U.N. is ac-
cused of human rights violations against ref-
ugees “on a scale that dwarfs the Abu Gh-
raib scandal.” Annan even accepted organi-
zational responsibility for that debacle. …

As the leading financial sponsor of U.N. op-
erations, the United States should demand
the immediate removal of Annan. If Presi-
dent Bush does not have the fortitude to do
it, Congress should, by cutting off all U.S.
payments to the U.N. …

In recent years, the U.N. has become a
forum for strong expressions of anti-Ameri-
can sentiment. It is time that the United
States stopped paying for its own revile-
ment.

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.
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BY EILEEN ALT POWELL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Among the credit card
bills, post-holiday sales flyers and junk
mail this month will be a number of letters
that consumers will want to save. These
contain the W-2s, 1099s and 1098s, and
other forms Americans need for their annu-
al April taxpaying ritual.

Eric Tyson, a financial counselor and
co-author of “Taxes for Dummies,” sug-
gests consumers set up a file folder or large
envelope to collect the in-
coming tax documents so
they’re ready when the
time comes to fill out in-
come tax forms that are
due April 15.

“When it’s all in one
place, it’s easier to do your
taxes,” Tyson said.

Taxpayers trying to pull
their papers together at the
last minute can make mis-
takes or miss valuable de-
ductions, he said.

In fact, a study by the
Government Accountabili-
ty Office found that more
than 2 million Americans
overpaid their federal
taxes by an average of $438 because they
claimed the standard deduction rather
than writing off items such as mortgage in-
terest payments, state and local taxes, and
charitable contributions.

Tyson also suggests consumers “take at
least a glance” at the incoming tax docu-
ments to make sure they’re correct.

“You don’t want to wait until April 14, be-
cause you won’t be able to get errors cor-
rected in time to get your return filed on
time,” he said.

The form that’s the most important at tax
time for workers is the W-2, which employ-
ers provide. W-2s contain information on
workers’ total earnings, as well as the
amount of federal, state and local taxes that
have been withheld.

Most employers distribute W-2s at their
workplaces, but some mail them to work-
ers as well as to former employees.

Other forms likely to show up in mailbox-
es in coming weeks are 1099-INT forms, on
which financial institutions report the
amount of interest paid to consumers, and
1099-DIV forms, where dividend earnings
are recorded.

Financial institutions send copies of
many of these tax forms directly to the In-
ternal Revenue Service, said Lonnie Gary,
a committee chairman with the National As-

sociation of Enrolled Agents, based in
Washington, D.C. Enrolled agents are li-
censed by the government to assist consum-
ers with their taxes.

“The government uses these third par-
ties to verify many sources of income,”
Gary said. That should help motivate accu-
rate reporting by consumers, he added.

Gary, who works as a tax manager with
American Express Tax and Business Servic-
es in Mountain View, Calif., said workers
who haven’t received their W-2 forms by
the first week in February should call their

employers and ask when
they will be available.

“They go astray more
often than you’d think,” he
said.

“People move, change ad-
dresses, but the W-2 goes
out to the previous ad-
dress.”

If a company has gone
out of business, workers
generally can use their final
pay stubs to prepare their
taxes, he said.

Peggy Munro, an en-
rolled agent in Montpelier,
Vt., who also wrote sections
for the “Taxes for Dum-
mies” book, pointed out that

there are a variety of 1099 forms that tax-
payers may need.

In addition to those with information
about taxable interest and dividend pay-
ments, there are 1099s used to report sales
of real estate and stocks, pension and Indi-
vidual Retirement Account distributions,
and Social Security. Other 1099 forms are
used to report unemployment compensa-
tion or state and local tax refunds.

While most of the forms that arrive in the
mail have to do with income, there are
some that will be of help to consumers who
itemize their taxes and claim deductions.

The most common form in this category
is the 1098, which financial institutions
issue to report the interest that consumers
paid on their home mortgages, she said.
Some 1098s also show real estate taxes paid
from the homeowner’s escrow account.
There’s also a 1098-E, an interest statement
for those paying back student loans.

“People should also expect to receive
statements for charitable donations,”
Munro said. “For donations of $250 or
more, the charity is required to give you a
receipt. Many [charities] don’t mail them
out until January of the following year.”

She added: “If you’ve made those contri-
butions and haven’t received receipts, get
on the phone and ask for them. A canceled
check is no longer proof for the deduction.”

Start preparing papers now, experts say

Some lower-income workers not receiving credit
The Dallas Morning News

The concept is almost beyond
comprehension: The Internal
Revenue Service actually wants
to give people money.

The IRS wants more eligible
taxpayers to claim the Earned In-
come Tax Credit, which is de-
signed to ease the tax burden on
the working poor.

“It’s not often that you hear the
IRS is recruiting people to claim
a credit,” said David Williams, di-
rector of the EITC program at
the IRS.

The most recent IRS figures
show that 27 percent to 32 percent
of all EITC claims had errors.

“We want everybody who qual-

ifies for the credit to claim the
credit, but we don’t want to pay
out the dollars on this to those
who don’t qualify,” said IRS Com-
missioner Mark W. Everson. “It
helps lift people out of poverty,
but it can’t be subject to the high
error rate that it is and not be sub-
ject to criticism.”

It comes down to educating tax-
payers. If you’re single with in-
come below $12,000, or married
with children and income below
$36,000, it’s worth checking into.

That doesn’t mean you qualify.
There are pitfalls to watch out for.

All you have to do to claim the
credit is fill out a federal tax re-
turn along with the worksheet
that tells you how much your

credit will be. That sounds sim-
ple, but unfortunately it’s pretty
complicated.

Nationally, 21 million low-in-
come families qualified for the
credit last year and received $36
billion. But IRS studies indicate
that millions more are eligible
but fail to claim the credit.

David Williams, director of the
program at the Internal Revenue
Service, said slightly more than
75 percent of eligible taxpayers
claim the credit.

More than 90 percent of eligible
mothers with children claim the
credit, he said. But you don’t have
to have a child to claim the credit.

The maximum credit is $4,300
for a family with two or more chil-

dren. When the tax credit ex-
ceeds the amount of taxes owed,
it results in a refund.

“The EITC lifts millions of fam-
ilies above the poverty line every
year,” Williams said. “It be-
comes a supplement to their
earned income.”

Even if you don’t owe taxes, be
sure to file an income tax return.

That’s the only way you can
claim the credit.

But make sure you qualify, be-
cause the IRS monitors the pro-
gram closely for errors and
fraud. The amount of the credit
depends on your earned income,
the number of children you have
and your filing status.

To start, you must have earned

income from wages or self-em-
ployment.

“Review your circumstances
over the past year,” Williams
said. “Don’t guess whether you
qualify.”

The most common error is in-
correctly claiming a “qualifying
child,” he said. You must have
lived with your child for more
than half the year.

“The rules for claiming a quali-
fying child are somewhat compli-
cated,” Williams said. “It’s not a
surprise that a number of people
get them wrong.”

For information on claiming the credit,
go to the IRS Web site at www.irs.gov
and download Publication 596, Earned
Income Credit. You also may order a
free copy by calling toll-free
1-800-829-3676.

Tax time coming — watch for those forms
YOUR MONEY

THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS/KRT
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CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — After the
“spend, spend, spend” mentality
of the holidays, it’s time to reas-
sess where your money goes.

If you didn’t make a budget
for the holiday season, you may
be discovering, as the bills
mount higher, that you’ve over-
spent. As Jason R. Rich writes in
the new book “Make Your Pay-
check Last,” you can be thrifty
without being cheap.

Just ask yourself these ques-
tions before every purchase:

� What priority would I give
this expense: absolutely neces-
sary, important, not critical or
frivolous?

� What benefits will I receive
from this purchase?

� Do I have the money to af-
ford this?

� Can I save any money by

making this purchase with a cou-
pon, at a sale price or other dis-
count?

� Is there a similar product or
service that will cost less?

� Am I sure that I’m getting
the best value?

� Are there any additional
costs for making this purchase,
such as interest that will be ac-
crued on a credit card or fees
from my bank?

� Given these additional
costs, is my purchase still worth
it?

Rich recommends that you
make a table of expenses to save
on for next year while the holi-
days are still fresh in your mind.
Calculate how much you spent
on gifts, gift wrappings, ship-
ping costs, food, decorations,
party clothes, holiday activities,
travel, entertainment and other
costs.

Q: Until a few years ago, my late
husband and I traveled a good
deal and maintained a high limit
on our credit cards. He has now
passed away. I travel far less and
no longer have a need for so much
credit. I would like to have my lim-
its reduced, but fear doing so
would have a negative effect on
my credit rating. Is this correct?

A: Lowering your credit limits
may indeed hurt your credit score,
the number lenders use to help
gauge your creditworthiness. The
scoring formula measures the gap
between the credit you have and
the amount you actually use. The
wider that gap, the better.

But there is no way to determine
in advance if the lowered credit
limit will affect your score, accord-
ing to Fair Isaac Corp., creator of
the FICO credit score.

But the damage of lowering lim-
its on a card or two may not be that
severe if you don’t use the cards
that much and already have a high
credit score — which is likely if
you have a long credit history, are
never late on your payments and
don’t max out your cards.

If you have reason to think your
credit score may be on thin ice, on
the other hand, it may be best to
live with the higher limits as long
as you are confident you can resist

the temptation to charge away.
Dear Liz: I’m an insurance pro-

fessional responding to the read-
er who despaired because her
husband’s parents refused to do
any estate planning for
their business, which
her husband runs. If the
parents have any kind of
a competent life insur-
ance agent, the agent
has probably been talk-
ing to them about these
problems for a while.

It’s possible the par-
ents have already com-
pleted the estate plan-
ning but chose not to tell
their son and daugh-
ter-in-law. This is very
common, especially if
they don’t like the daugh-
ter-in-law or if there is marital
discord. The parents also may
not care whether the business
continues or may plan to sell the
business when they retire and let
the son fend for himself.

A: If the parents are secretly
planning to sell the business — ei-
ther when they retire or at their
deaths — they’re contemplating
the one course of action that may
be even more unfair than having
no plan at all.

Assuming the sale wouldn’t

generate enough cash for the son
to retire, he would face the daunt-
ing task of starting his work life
over again at middle age. If he’s
devoted all of his energies to run-

ning the business, he
may not have the con-
tacts or the skills to
make an easy transition.

If the parents were
honest about their plans,
he might have time to ad-
equately prepare. Those
preparations could, of
course, involve leaving
the family business,
which is the outcome
such secretive parents
may be trying to avoid.

All this only under-
scores how right the

daughter-in-law is to worry when
no clear plans have been an-
nounced.

Here’s another perspective:
Dear Liz: As a certified public

accountant, I have seen so many
miserable scenarios of unneces-
sary expense and chaos that re-
sult from people’s reluctance to
plan for their deaths. Business
owners can sometimes put off
talking to the lawyer, but they
usually have to talk to the accoun-
tant, since taxes need to be filed.
The son could enlist the accoun-
tant to help put the facts to the
elderly parents. The accountant
will be able to show a grim pic-
ture of what could be in store for
the heirs and possibly the surviv-
ing spouse of the current owner.

The son needs to act, since this
situation can only get worse.

A: That’s an excellent sugges-
tion. Many times a trusted third
party can jump-start estate-plan-
ning discussions that have been
stalled by family tensions, control
issues, denial or procrastination.

Here’s one more thought:
Dear Liz: You recently had a

query about how to deal with es-
tate planning when a small-busi-
ness owner is not ready to consid-
er succession. In our area, two
universities have programs that
can help with such issues, along
with other topics specific to fami-
ly-owned businesses. Other uni-
versities around the country
have similar resources. In addi-
tion, the son could hire a consult-
ant who specializes in family busi-
nesses so that estate and succes-
sion planning are handled to ben-
efit the owners, as well as the suc-
cessors.

A: Indeed, there are more than
100 such centers in the United
States alone and dozens of others
worldwide, according to the Fami-
ly Firm Institute, a nonprofit
membership association of fami-
ly business programs, educators
and advisors. Visit www.ffi.org.

Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of
“Your Credit Score: How to Fix, Improve
and Protect the 3-Digit Number that
Shapes Your Financial Future.” Ques-
tions for Money Talk can be submitted
to her at 3940 Laurel Canyon Blvd. #238,
Studio City, CA 91604, or via her Web
site, www.liz weston.com. She regrets
that she cannot respond personally to
queries.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs (Jan. 10) ........................ $1.3569
Dollar buys (Jan. 10) .......................... €0.737
British pound (Jan. 10) ........................ $1.93
Japanese yen (Jan. 10) ..................... 102.00
South Korean won (Jan. 8) ........... 1,031.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) .................................... 0.377
British pound .................................... $1.8688
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2323
Denmark (Krone) ............................... 5.6248
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 6.0702
Euro ......................................... $1.305/0.7663
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7915
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 188.75
Iceland (Krona) .................................. 63.585
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3937
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 104.88
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................... 0.2919
Norway (Krone) ................................. 6.2188
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 56.17
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.75
Singapore (Dollar) .............................. 1.649
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,049.00
Switzerland (Franc) ........................... 1.1856
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 39.25
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.4045

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
New York Merc close

Gold ................................................... $418.90
Silver ................................................... $6.429

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.25
Discount rate ......................................... 3.25
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.25
3-month bill ............................................ 2.32
30-year bond .......................................... 4.85
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Credit-limit cuts could hurt score

Reassess spending habits

2nd airline lowers fares

American Airlines, the nation’s
largest carrier, is matching most
of the sweeping changes Delta
Air Lines made to its fare struc-
ture, which includes eliminating
Saturday-night stay require-
ments and lowering last-minute
fares, an industry source familiar
with the move said Thursday.

After mimicking Delta’s chang-
es in some markets Wednesday
evening, AMR Corp., American’s
parent company, was expected to
file additional rate changes
Thursday morning with the Air-
line Tariff Publishing Company
system, according to the source,
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

The source would not say
whether American planned to
cap fares across the board.
“There are some differences,”
the source said.

On Wednesday, Delta Air
Lines Inc. cut its most expensive
fares by as much as 50 percent
and eliminated other restrictions
in an effort to woo business travel-
ers and other last-minute ticket
buyers.

Delta said no fare would be
higher than $499 one-way in
coach class or $599 one-way in
first class under its new program.

One analyst estimated that the
fare changes, if mimicked by all
other U.S. carriers, could reduce
the industry’s annual revenue by
$2 billion to $3 billion a year.

From The Associated Press

Money Talk

Liz Pulliam Weston

YOUR MONEY

FRIDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,603.96 -18.92 -.18 -1.66 +1.39
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,636.78 -30.34 -.83 -4.25 +21.67

337.79 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 324.68 -1.26 -.39 -3.07 +21.61
7,273.18 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,057.51 -19.43 -.27 -2.66 +8.14
1,435.04 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,392.49 +4.52 +.33 -2.92 +15.94
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,088.61 -1.39 -.07 -3.99 +.08
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,186.19 -1.70 -.14 -2.12 +5.73

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 634.73 -3.28 -.51 -4.31 +8.55
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 613.21 -6.61 -1.07 -5.89 +6.61

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,648.89 -24.13 -.21 -2.69 +6.59

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 16 64.01 +.01 -2.1
Armor Holdings ... 30 45.45 +.05 -3.3
Boeing 1.00 15 50.31 -.17 -2.8
Computer Sciences ... 18 54.02 +.09 -4.2
Engineered Sup Sys .07 21 56.62 +.01 -4.4
General Dynamics 1.44 17 99.81 +.36 -4.6
General Electric .88 24 36.00 -.22 -1.4
Halliburton .50 ... 37.98 -.27 -3.2
Harris Corp. .48 26 56.96 -.71 -7.8
Allied Signal .83 21 34.21 -.13 -3.4
L-3 Communications .40 21 69.01 -.27 -5.8
Lockheed Martin 1.00 20 54.77 +.26 -1.4
NorthrpG s .92 19 53.05 -.11 -2.4
Raytheon .80 41 36.41 -.11 -6.2
Rockwell Intl. .66 21 46.02 -.56 -7.1
Sequa Corp. ... 37 61.00 +.37 -.2
Texas Instruments .10 21 22.92 +.12 -6.9
Textron Inc. 1.40 30 70.02 -.12 -5.1
United Technologies 1.40 19 100.02 -1.09 -3.2

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 792447 3.50 -.07
SprntFON 242093 24.30 -.21
Pfizer 220545 26.30 +.01
NortelN lf 197469 3.34 -.03
NokiaCp 180305 15.25 -.32
QwestCm 169571 4.52 +.09
AMD 165735 19.92 +.20
GenElec 149311 36.00 -.22
HewlettP 137047 20.84 -.12
Motorola 132118 16.69 -.02

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 531345 118.44 -.17
SemiHTr 429086 31.48 +.28
iShRs2000 100196 121.86 -1.37
DJIA Diam 84101 105.90 -.14
iShJapan 53711 10.54 -.06
OilSvHT 46605 81.67 -1.36
SP Engy 44428 34.97 -.28
Nabors 43998 47.00 -.98
BemaGold 27695 2.85 -.03
HawHold 21354 6.46 -.09

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1212989 38.55 +.20
SiriusS 1201608 7.10 -.40
Intel 820954 22.80 +.34
Microsoft 669151 26.67 -.08
Cisco 542153 18.72 -.13
SunMicro 484281 4.62 +.02
Oracle 453687 13.33 +.11
Aastrom 430783 2.28 +.46
Symantec s 430420 23.79 +.61
AppleC 395754 69.25 +4.70

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.66 -.06 -1.3
Fidelity Invest: GroCo x 54.04 +.07 -3.7
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.71 +.03 -2.8
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 41.96 -.06 -2.0
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.03 -.05 -1.6
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.04 -.01 -1.0
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 32.59 -.14 -4.2
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.10 -.01 -3.2
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.11 ... -.2
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 34.08 -.16 -3.2
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.78 -.06 -2.3
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT e 27.67 -.16 -1.8
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.42 -.04 -2.0
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.25 -.01 -2.2
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.69 ... -2.7
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.50 -.02 -2.3
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.32 -.03 -1.3
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 42.92 -.10 -2.8
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.09 -.08 -3.3
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 14.97 -.11 -5.2
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.97 ... -.2
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.26 ... -.1
Scudder Funds S: Devel 18.85 -.04 -3.1
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 12.99 -.03 -1.5
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Capricorn hosts the astrological

party, or perhaps the word “gather-

ing” is more fitting, as this is no

out-of-control event. It’s a dignified,

formal affair. Venus and Mercury

enter fashionably late, inspiring us

to take a more serious approach to
relationships. Notice love’s

role in your life. How do

you love, and how do you

know you are loved?

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY

(January 9). You build on

your fantastic attributes

this year and kick some of

your less fantastic habits in

the process. A lucky deal

comes through for you at

the end of this month.

Romantically, you’ll be

more aware of what you’re
giving and therefore ready to ac-

cept better, too. Commitments are

nailed in April. Retreat in August.

Love signs are Aries and Gemini.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).

The stars activate your envy but-

ton. Someone rich makes life seem

easy from your point of view — as

if all you have to do is make

enough money and everything else

will follow. Look deeper for truth

and meaning.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).

They say domestication is the

enemy of romance, but you can

prove them wrong. You’ve got a

way of arranging your environment

to bring about amorous feelings.

What style. What class.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).

Someone stunning captures your

heart — for the moment, that is.

You could lose all your senses and

pull an “Oops! ... I did it again” a la

the Britney Spears song. Make

sure your “captor” knows you’re not

really serious.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).

Your mental picture lights up — it’s

your chance to be downright schol-

arly. Fascinating information drifts

onto your path. Soak it up like a

child with an open mind who

doesn’t know his or her limitations.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re

in no mood to deny your feelings.

While you’re looking longingly in

someone’s direction, someone else

is looking longingly toward you.

These games of triangular love

could go on for days.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

Noble pursuits are necessary to

sustain life. And so are frivolous

pursuits. Engage equally in acts of

big importance and graceful insignif-

icance — although you may find it
difficult to distinguish

between the two.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.

23). It’s the perfect time

to take a risk in love — it

has to be a real risk,

though, the kind that

makes your palms sweat.

If you know your gesture

is going to be well re-

ceived, it doesn’t count.

The very essence of

romance is uncertainty.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). You’re aligning with

your sensuality. You find beauty in

natural occurrences and music in

the soft wind and gentle rain. Re-

store your balance by taking time

alone to appreciate the elements in

your own way.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.

21). Your social acumen goes

deeper than just being a witty partici-

pant in the right place with the right

people. When friends come to you

in a broken-down state, you offer

love in the form of a listening,

non-judgmental ear.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.

19). Relationships are an intricate

puzzle, and you’ll fit new pieces

together today. It feels like you’ve

been asking the same question

since the dawn of time. Well, you’re

finally heard, and you’ll get your

answer.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).

Romantic risk is favored. You are

just imagining the pain you antici-

pate will happen if you put your

heart on the line. But if you think it’s

going to hurt, it probably will. The

trick is to hold still just when you

feel like running.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).

There’s a chance to show great

mercy. Such an opportunity doesn’t

come along every day, so seize the

moment. You can make a differ-

ence to the person who needs your

help the most.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: How does one

deal with a nosy neighbor? “Miss
Nosy” looks through my mail,
and I caught her red-handed
with a former neighbor’s mail,
which she had opened, read and
apparently hoarded. I
didn’t confront her
because I had just
moved next door and
didn’t want to start a
feud.

Miss Nosy claims she
goes into my mailbox to
make sure our postman
hasn’t accidentally put
something for her in
there. Doesn’t she know
that if he did, I’d give it
to her? If someone
comes to my door, Miss
Nosy calls and demands
to know who it is and as much
about his or her life history as
I’m willing to share. She also
asks me questions that are far
too personal. She is elderly, but I
don’t think that’s a valid excuse
for her behavior.

I’m considering replacing my
mailbox with one that locks so
that only I can get my mail out.

— Invaded in Tennessee
Dear Invaded: What your

neighbor is doing is called mail
tampering, and it’s a felony. A
locked mailbox is the surest,
safest solution to your problem.
You would be doing your neigh-
bors a tremendous favor if you

called the local postal inspector’s
office and reported what the
woman is doing. They may not
haul Miss Nosy off to the pokey,
but she’ll be sent a letter saying
that what she’s doing is a felony,
and if a check should go missing,

she’ll be blamed for it.
P.S. Suggest to the

woman that since she
doesn’t seem to have
enough to occupy her,
she should start a Neigh-
borhood Watch pro-
gram.

Dear Abby: How do

you get a child to stop
biting? My sister’s little
boy, “Alan,” is 1½. My
son, “Lee,” is 2. Every
time they are together,

Alan bites Lee out of anger.
Sometimes the bite remains

for days — and once it stayed a
whole week.

Lee does not bite his cousin
back. Since we are a close fami-
ly, the children are together
almost every day.

My sister is ashamed of her
son’s bullying. Do you have any
solutions?

— Frustrated in Louisiana
Dear Frustrated: For the next

month or so, you and your sister
should make a point of watching
the children closely. When Alan
becomes aggressive and starts to
bite, his mother should make eye
contact with him and say, “Stop

it! We don’t do that! If you’re
going to bite, you can’t play with
Lee.” Then the child should be
separated from his cousin for a
15- to 30-minute time-out. Once
Alan understands there are con-
sequences for his actions, the
biting should stop.

Dear Abby: My husband,

“Brad,” and I have a beautiful
daughter, “Annie,” who was born
after a difficult labor and an
emergency C-section in April
2001.

We’re now expecting our sec-
ond child, who is due next April
just a few days after Annie’s
birthday. (This birth will also be
Caesarean.) Brad thinks it would
be great to have the baby on
Annie’s birthday, but I’m not so
sure. Do you think it’s best for
each child to have their own
birthday, or would it form spe-
cial bond between siblings to
share a birthday?

— Undecided Mama in Ohio
Dear Undecided Mama: I’m

pleased to oblige. Children are
individuals, and each child
should have one day to be the
sole center of attention. Although
it might be more convenient to
celebrate both birthdays togeth-
er, I recommend against it.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Dear Annie: I am a good kid.

I’m 19 years old and a freshman
in college, planning to be a veteri-
narian someday. I make good
grades, I don’t do drugs, don’t
drink and don’t party. I am not
having sex, and I go to church
every Sunday.

My father, however,
complains about my
choice of boyfriend.

“Kyle,” whom I have
been dating off and on
for five years, is not
perfect, but he treats me
like a queen, isn’t abu-
sive and doesn’t pres-
sure me about sex.
Right now, Kyle has no
job and doesn’t have the
money to go to college,
but he’s working hard to
develop the skills need-
ed for a good career, maybe in

the military.

Kyle and I had sex before

re-devoting ourselves to our

religion. My father holds this

against us and, consequently,

dislikes Kyle immensely. Dad

insists that I date other people

and gets angry when Kyle and I

go out.

Dad also thinks Kyle is not

good enough for me because he

cannot support me. Since we

aren’t planning to get married

anytime soon, I’m not worried

about finances, not to mention
my salary as a veterinarian
ought to help a lot.

Here’s the problem: Kyle’s
parents have invited me to join
them for a vacation at a cabin
they are renting. I have agreed to
go, and my father is furious.

I am old enough to
make my own choices
but still young enough
to be subjected to pun-
ishment, and my venge-
ful father will probably
take away my car.

Am I supposed to be
an obedient daughter
and follow his rules or
stop being a child and
make decisions for
myself? I need your
help.

— Trying Hard
Dear Trying: You sound like a

sensible, responsible young

woman.

However, by our count, you

have been dating Kyle since you

were 14. We can understand why

your father thinks you should

broaden your dating experience.

Still, you are indeed old enough

to make your own decisions —

and that means you must be

willing to accept the consequenc-

es, including the loss of car privi-

leges.

Dear Annie: My daughter is

in third grade. The teacher per-
mits the children to use the bath-
room only at lunch or recess, but
not during class time. Sometimes
the kids eat or drink during the
day and cannot wait that long.
When my daughter comes home
from school, she runs to the
toilet. One little girl wet herself
in class.

The students are awarded
“table points” if they do extra
things in the classroom, and they
can use these points to go to the
bathroom, if need be. But if they
are desperate and must go any-
way, their group is penalized.

I think this is cruel, but I don’t
want my daughter to be singled
out if I complain to the principal.
Am I making too much of this?

— Pee Patrol in Pasadena, Calif.

Dear Pasadena: Children
should never be penalized for
needing to use the bathroom. If
you don’t want your daughter
singled out, organize a group of
concerned parents to approach
the principal and insist this
outrageous policy be changed
immediately.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators
Syndicate, 5777 W. Century Blvd.,
Suite 700, Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Sunday Horoscope

Holiday Mathis

Daughter must deal with dad,
his dislike for her boyfriend

Make certain neighbor gets
point that she’s far too nosy

Annie’s Mailbox

‘Nightmares’ aren’t from horses

Dear Abby

Why do we call bad or scary
dreams “nightmares”?

Because of the similarity in
form between the second element
of the compound “nightmare”
and the noun “mare,” meaning “a
female horse,” many people have
assumed a connection between
the two words.

Actually, however, the “-mare”
of “nightmare” is a survival of an-
other “mare” found in Old En-
glish.

“Mare” was a word in English
as early as the 8th century, but it
was obsolete by the 18th century.
Old English “mare” means “an

evil spirit thought to oppress peo-
ple during sleep.” The compound
“nightmare” first appears in Mid-
dle English in the 13th century, in
a sense much the same as “mare”
in Old English.

Not until the 16th century was
the meaning of “nightmare” ex-
tended to refer to a frightening or
oppressive dream, probably from
the belief or suggestion that such
dreams were caused by evil spir-
its.

This column was prepared by the
editors of Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth Edition. Readers may
send questions to Merriam-Webster’s
Wordwatch, P.O. Box 281, 47 Federal St.,
Springfield, Mass. 01102.
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A .500 Nitro Express drop-lock rifle, displayed Dec. 24 at the Westley Richards store in

Bozeman, Mont., shows some of the intricate engravings that are placed onto many of the

Westley Richards rifles and shotguns. Richards made pistols and rifles that helped the

British Army defeat Napoleon at Waterloo.

BY GAIL SCHONTZLER

Bozeman Daily Chronicle

BOZEMAN, Mont. — English gunmaker
Westley Richards made pistols and rifles
that the British Army fired at Napoleon at
Waterloo.

Since then, the firm, founded in 1812, has
made fine hunting guns and rifles for Queen
Victoria, the maharajahs of India and the
famed safari hunters of Africa. So it’s no
wonder that people around Bozeman
weren’t quite sure what to make of it when
the U.S. agent for the venerable gunmaker
opened its only store in America here.

“By the time Lewis and Clark published
their journals, Westley Richards had pub-
lished four catalogs,” said Jim Kilday, a
partner in Westley Richards Agency USA.

The Westley Richards store itself has
walls adorned with trophies of gazelle, great-
er kudu and long-necked gerenuk. It sells
Courteney boots and shoes made in Zimba-
bwe from the hides of cape buffalo, ostrich
and hippopotamus.

And its four safes hold firearms worth
more than $1 million.

Kilday, 62, and his son, Kevin, 33, the
agency’s general manager, talked recently
about why they have brought the romance

of fine English firearms to the wilds of Mon-
tana.

It was a childhood dream come true, Jim
Kilday said, when the opportunity arose a
year ago to go into business with the Clode
family, which has operated Westley Rich-
ards in England for nearly 50 years.

They considered making their headquar-
ters in Ireland or Italy or a major American
city, Kilday said. “We picked Bozeman, be-
cause Bozeman is paradise — one of the
great undiscovered places.”

Ninety percent of their business of buying
and selling firearms is done over the Inter-
net. And their clients, many of them sports-
men from places like Texas and California,
already like to travel to Bozeman to fish and
hunt.

The Bozeman agency imports firearms
from England and trades hundreds of used
guns, which can sell for as much as $85,000,
for a 15 percent consignment fee. Most cli-
ents plan to actually shoot their guns, not
just hold them as investments, Kevin Kilday
said.

Westley Richards is the oldest of the big
three English makers of fine guns, James
Purdey & Sons having been founded in 1814
and Holland & Holland in 1835.

Today the English company builds just 50

new firearms a year.
Each “bespoke gun” is made to order for

an individual customer, who may wait two
years or more to receive his prize.

A new shotgun sells for $80,000, a new
double rifle for $90,000. The engraving

alone may cost $30,000 to $40,000 when in-
laid with three colors of gold.

Today the parts are cut by machine, but
they are still finely fitted by hand, much as
they were in 1812. A thousand hours of
work may go into each double rifle.

Queen Victoria’s gunmaker opens first stateside store

Company plans to launch expedition for vanished aviator this spring

KRT

George Putnam, 83, of Boynton Beach, Fla., is Amelia Earhart’s stepson. A new expedition is searching for

Earhart’s lost plane. At Putnam’s desk is a reprint of the July 5, 1937, Chicago Herald and Examiner with

headlines about the search for Earhart.

BY LIZ DOUP

South Florida Sun-Sentinel

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. —
The world loves a mystery, and
Amelia Earhart’s is a classic.

Nearly 68 years ago, America’s
fearless female flier took off from
a Miami airstrip and vanished in
the Pacific on a flight around the
world.

Now, a Maine-based ocean ex-
ploratory company plans to
launch an expedition this spring
looking for Earhart’s plane.

You can understand if Ear-
hart’s stepson, George Putnam
Jr., feels as if he has flown this
course before. Searchers have spo-
radically looked for Earhart’s
Lockheed Electra since it disap-
peared July 2, 1937, near How-
land Island, a spit of land in the Pa-
cific Ocean, about halfway be-
tween Australia and Hawaii.

Over the years, more than 100
books, movies and documentaries
have mined the unfinished story
of her remarkable life and her
mysterious death. She offered
pride and hope to a country crip-
pled by the Great Depression. In
the ’20s and ’30s, when many
women didn’t even drive a car,
Earhart set records in the sky.

Putnam — 16 when his step-
mother disappeared — would like
to see Earhart’s story completed.
And at 83, he’d like to see that hap-
pen soon.

At his Boynton Beach, Fla.,
home, the genial Putnam, with a
thatch of gray hair and an easy
smile, recalls a swirl of unproven
stories that surround Earhart’s
disappearance.

She was part of an espionage
mission, spying on the Japanese.
She ran off with Fred Noonan, her
navigator. She landed on a nearby
island and died there. Or this: She
returned to the United States and
lived out her life in New Jersey
under another name.

Putnam has his own take on
what happened to the woman who
took him flying. And his isn’t so
dramatic or intriguing.

Says Putnam, matter of factly,
“The plane ran out of gas.”

Longtime friend Elgen Long,
who’ll be part of the search expedi-
tion, shares Putnam’s belief.

“It wasn’t a mystery,” says
Long, 77, a veteran pilot and co-au-
thor of “Amelia Earhart: The Mys-
tery Solved.” “It was an aircraft
accident. A tragic accident.”

Earhart and Noonan had 22,000
miles behind them when they took
off from Papua New Guinea and
were headed to Howland Island to
refuel.

Only 7,000 miles remained in
her goal: to be the first woman to
fly around the world. At the time,

she was three weeks shy of her
40th birthday.

Using records that detailed air
speed and weather conditions,
Long charted her course across
the Pacific. She ran into one fatal
problem: headwinds stronger
than she expected.

“She thought she had four extra
hours of gas,” Long says. “The
headwinds changed that.”

Among her last radio messages:
“ ... gas running low. Been unable
[to] reach you by radio.”

In 2002, Long joined an under-
water search for Earhart’s plane
led by Nauticos, the same compa-
ny behind the current venture.
Mechanical failure ended that
search after about six weeks.

Now they plan to continue their
search using sophisticated sonar
equipment to sweep 1,000 square

miles of the ocean’s floor north-
west of Howland Island. Estimat-
ed cost: $1.5 million.

Despite the years, Long expects
the plane to be in good shape, if
they find it.

Long believes the plane is in
water nearly four miles below the
ocean’s surface, so deep the tem-
perature is near freezing.

“It’s like putting something in
the deep freeze,” he says. “No sun-
light. No rust, no corrosion.”

At the time Earhart and Noonan
disappeared, the U.S. government
launched a search that covered
250,000 square miles of ocean, but
no trace of the plane was found.

Today’s intricate equipment —
even better than the tools that
helped pinpoint the Titanic, Long
says — gives searchers a better
chance.

Long knows they won’t find re-
mains, but they could find such
things as belt buckles or jewelry,
he says.

If they do find anything, Put-
nam hopes it will make its way
into a museum for all to see. He
understands that the amazing
Amelia belonged to the world.

“Here was a woman who was
an object lesson to others,” he
says.

“She was a role model to
women. What she did took cour-
age and stamina.”

Putnam’s father, part of the Put-
nam publishing family, was Ear-
hart’s promoter before they were
married.

His mother was also a maverick
who traveled the globe and liked
adventure. Initially, at least, Ear-
hart and his mother, Dorothy,
were friends. Earhart dedicated
her 1928 book “20 Hrs. 40 Min.”
to her.

Putnam, only 10 when his par-
ents’ marriage broke up, doesn’t
remember any marital turmoil.
And he liked Earhart, “who was al-
ways nice to me.”

“I don’t know that it was love
the way we think of it,” says Put-
nam, describing their marriage.
“But I think it was a happy, con-
tented arrangement.”

Putnam remembers his father’s
efforts to find his wife, long after
the official search ended. In his
desperate search, he offered cash
rewards for information and was
victimized by hoaxes.

She taught Putnam’s older
brother, David, to fly, and Putnam
remembers flying with her.

“The noise — it’s nothing like
flying today,” he says. “The bang-
ing and crashing sounds. There’s
no insulation. It was pretty darned
primitive flying. It took a lot of
stamina on her part.”

“If they can find the plane, it
would wipe out all the oddball sto-
ries,” Putnam says. “Finally, it
would all be put to rest.”

Earhart’s stepson plans to search anew
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 46 43
Bahrain 72 51
Beijing 31 12
Beirut 62 50
Bermuda 72 62
Caracas 84 72
Helsinki 36 27
Hong Kong 66 55
Lisbon 56 42

HI LO
Manila 86 73
Mexico City 72 39
Montreal 30 24
Riyadh 74 45
Rio de. Jan 89 76
Seoul  30 13
Sofia  50 31
Sydney 74 61
Tokyo 48 35

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 75 62
Dakar  77 64
Freetown 89 71
Kinshasa 86 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 89 75
Nairobi 80 55
Rabat   62 43
Tripoli 62 46

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 70 52 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 44 36 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 36 25 PCldy
Albuquerque 54 34 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 40 26 PCldy
Amarillo 65 40 PCldy
Anchorage 18 12 PCldy
Asheville 59 38 PCldy
Atlanta 69 48 PCldy
Atlantic City 47 30 PCldy
Austin 67 58 Cldy
Baltimore 48 36 Clr
Baton Rouge 73 53 PCldy
Billings 18 15 Snow
Birmingham 69 50 PCldy
Bismarck 10 0 Cldy
Boise 39 27 PCldy
Boston 37 30 Clr
Bridgeport 38 31 PCldy
Brownsville 78 63 Cldy
Buffalo 38 34 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 30 26 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 23 10 PCldy
Casper 42 18 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 71 52 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 56 41 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 62 40 PCldy
Chattanooga 66 44 Clr
Cheyenne 48 26 PCldy
Chicago 36 34 Cldy
Cincinnati 52 43 PCldy

Cleveland 45 36 PCldy
Colorado Springs 52 21 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 68 44 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 71 50 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 48 40 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 33 17 PCldy
Corpus Christi 69 63 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 70 56 PCldy
Dayton 48 41 PCldy
Daytona Beach 77 60 PCldy
Denver 55 25 PCldy
Des Moines 36 22 PCldy
Detroit 36 33 Cldy
Duluth 26 15 Cldy
El Paso 67 42 PCldy
Elkins 52 33 PCldy
Erie 41 33 PCldy
Eugene 42 32 Rain
Evansville 55 46 PCldy
Fairbanks 4 -20 Cldy
Fargo 18 -2 Clr
Flagstaff 42 31 Rain
Flint 33 33 Cldy
Fort Smith 67 46 PCldy
Fort Wayne 42 35 PCldy
Fresno 55 45 Rain
Goodland 56 26 PCldy
Grand Junction 44 27 Snow
Grand Rapids 38 32 Cldy
Great Falls 7 0 Snow
Green Bay 29 25 Rain
Greensboro,N.C. 58 38 Clr

Harrisburg 45 31 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 37 25 PCldy
Helena 17 10 Snow
Honolulu 70 78 Rain
Houston 70 59 Cldy
Huntsville 61 43 PCldy
Indianapolis 45 40 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 70 51 PCldy
Jacksonville 75 54 PCldy
Juneau 27 11 PCldy
Kansas City 50 36 PCldy
Key West 78 69 PCldy
Knoxville 64 42 Clr
Lake Charles 69 61 PCldy
Lansing 40 32 Cldy
Las Vegas 56 42 Cldy
Lexington 58 45 PCldy
Lincoln 45 23 PCldy
Little Rock 63 46 PCldy
Los Angeles 61 50 Rain
Louisville 58 46 PCldy
Lubbock 68 45 PCldy
Macon 72 49 PCldy
Madison 33 28 Cldy
Medford 43 33 Rain
Memphis 65 50 PCldy
Miami Beach 80 69 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 72 51 PCldy
Milwaukee 34 29 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 27 13 Snow
Mobile 72 54 PCldy
Montgomery 73 51 PCldy

Nashville 59 45 PCldy
New Orleans 73 58 PCldy
New York City 41 37 PCldy
Newark 41 34 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 52 43 PCldy
North Platte 45 14 PCldy
Oklahoma City 65 47 Cldy
Omaha 43 23 PCldy
Orlando 81 59 PCldy
Paducah 58 45 PCldy
Pendleton 36 24 Cldy
Peoria 44 35 PCldy
Philadelphia 45 34 PCldy
Phoenix 64 51 Cldy
Pittsburgh 49 36 PCldy
Pocatello 34 20 Snow
Portland,Maine 33 21 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 42 33 Cldy
Providence 39 27 Clr
Pueblo 56 24 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 60 39 Clr
Rapid City 26 10 Snow
Reno 37 27 Snow
Richmond 55 39 PCldy
Roanoke 59 38 Clr
Rochester 41 32 Cldy
Rockford 34 32 Cldy
Sacramento 50 40 Rain
St Louis 54 40 PCldy
St Thomas 85 74 Rain
Salem,Ore. 43 32 Cldy
Salt Lake City 42 29 Snow

San Angelo 71 53 Cldy
San Antonio 71 60 Cldy
San Diego 63 55 Rain
San Francisco 54 46 Rain
San Jose 55 46 Rain
San Juan,P.R. 84 74 Rain
Santa Fe 50 30 Cldy
St Ste Marie 33 26 Rain
Savannah 73 52 PCldy
Seattle 43 31 Rain
Shreveport 66 53 PCldy
Sioux City 37 9 PCldy
Sioux Falls 30 5 PCldy
South Bend 40 33 PCldy
Spokane 27 21 Cldy
Springfield,Ill. 49 38 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 59 48 PCldy
Syracuse 37 31 PCldy
Tallahassee 76 53 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 80 61 Cldy
Toledo 39 33 PCldy
Topeka 53 33 PCldy
Tucson 65 48 Cldy
Tulsa 65 48 PCldy
Tupelo 67 48 PCldy
Waco 71 58 PCldy
Washington,D.C. 49 39 Clr
W.Palm Beach 80 65 PCldy
Wichita 56 38 PCldy
Wichita Falls 69 49 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 38 30 PCldy
Wilmington,Del. 44 33 PCldy
Yakima 32 20 Cldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY
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ITALY

GERMANY
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NETH.
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Moscow
41/28

St. Petersburg
39/23

Kiev
46/35

Bucharest
52/31

Warsaw
45/39

Oslo
34/26

Berlin
46/41

Frankfurt
45/40

Stuttgart
41/39

Prague
43/38

Budapest
48/32

Copenhagen
41/39

Reykjavik
26/24

Dublin
51/40

Ramstein
46/41

Vienna
53/36

Geneva
51/31

Brussels
48/40

Istanbul
52/39

Athens
59/46

Souda Bay
59/51

Sigonella
65/35

Naples
59/38

Rome
59/36

Belgrade
51/35

Sarajevo
48/25

Tirana
62/48

Pristina
52/32

Tuzla
46/25

Aviano
46/27

Pisa
57/43

Paris
48/40

Nice
58/42

Barcelona
57/39

Madrid
54/24

Morón
63/32

Rota
63/39

Lisbon
56/39

Izmir
59/34

London
54/46

Lakenheath
55/45

Stockholm
36/31

Benelux: Cloudy with rainshowers .
Highs in the upper 40s. Monday lows
in the upper 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with rain-
showers and isolated thunderstorms.
Highs in the lower to mid-50s.
Monday lows in the lower to mid-40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the mid-40s. Monday lows in
the mid-20s.

France: Cloudy with isolated rain-
showers and thunderstorms. Highs in
the upper 40s to upper 50s. Monday
lows in the lower 40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
and windy with periods of rainshow-
ers. Highs in the mid-40s. Monday
lows in the lower 40s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the 40s. Monday
lows in the mid to upper 30s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 40s, Monday lows in the lower
30s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs in
the mid-40s to upper 50s. Monday
lows in the upper 20s to lower 40s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs in
the mid-50s to mid 60s. Monday lows
in the mid to upper 30s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 50s. Monday lows in the lower
30s.

Norway: Cloudy with rain and snow
mix. Highs in the mid-30 to lower
40s. Monday lows in the mid-20 to
upper 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the mid-50s to lower 60s. Monday
lows in the mid-20 to upper 30s.

Turkey: Sunny. Highs in the upper 50s
to lower 60s. Monday lows in the
mid-30s to lower 40s.

European forecast for 09 January 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
SSgt Charles Vankleek

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
61/41

Baghdad
61/38

Kuwait City
64/44

Dhahran
66/52

Dubai
73/63

Zahedan
58/27

Karachi
81/54 Bombay

88/65

New Delhi
70/44

Kandahar
55/33

Kabul
40/19

Islamabad
62/36

Mazar-e-Sharif
42/23

Ashgabat
47/29

Tehran
48/34

Hyderabad
86/61

Tel Aviv
62/44

Cairo
66/47

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 7:08AM 7:07AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:23AM 8:23AM
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:13PM 5:14PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:45PM 4:46PM

Skopje
52/28•

•Stavanger
43/39

Lajes
63/55

New moon
10 Jan 05

First qtr.
17 Jan 05

Full moon
25 Jan 05

Last qtr.
02 Feb 05

H

L
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AFN TV & Radio

Sunday
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-College basketball: Ari-

zona at Stanford (dld).
AFN-Atlantic, 1 p.m.-College basketball:

Temple at Duke (dld).
AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.-NBA: Denver at San An-

tonio (dld).
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific and Radio, 7

p.m.-NFL: AFC Wildcard Playoffs, Denver at
Indianapolis.
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.-Bowling: PBA Geico

Open.
AFN-Sports, 8:30 p.m.-Motorcycle racing:

THQ Supercross, Anaheim (dld).
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific and Radio, 10:30

p.m.-NFL: NFC Wildcard Playoffs, Minnesota
at Green Bay.

Monday
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.-Golf: Mercedes Champi-

onship, final round.
AFN-Atlantic, 2 a.m.-College basketball: De-

Paul women at Marquette.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-College basketball:

North Carolina women at Maryland (dld).
AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.-NFL: AFC Wildcard

Playoffs, Denver at Indianapolis (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6:30 p.m.-NFL: NFC Wildcard

Playoffs, Minnesota at Green Bay (dld).

All times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 8

St. Louis at Seattle
N.Y. Jets at San Diego

Sunday, Jan. 9
Denver at Indianapolis
Minnesota at Green Bay

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 15

San Diego, N.Y. Jets or Denver at Pitts-
burgh

Green Bay, Seattle or St. Louis at Atlanta
Sunday, Jan. 16

Seattle, St. Louis or Minnesota at Philadel-
phia

Indianapolis, N.Y. Jets or San Diego at New
England

College basketball

Men’s AP Top 25 schedule
Saturday’s games

No. 1 Illinois at Purdue
No. 3 North Carolina vs. No. 22 Maryland
No. 4 Wake Forest at Clemson
No. 5 Duke vs. Temple
No. 6 Syracuse vs. Seton Hall
No. 7 Oklahoma State at Texas Tech
No. 9 Georgia Tech vs. Virginia
No. 10 Connecticut at Georgetown
No. 11 Gonzaga at St. Mary’s, Cal.
No. 12 Washington at UCLA
No. 13 Arizona at Stanford
No. 14 Iowa at Ohio State
No. 16 Pittsburgh at Rutgers
No. 17 Louisville vs. Texas Christian
No. 18 Mississippi State at Mississippi
No. 19 Alabama vs. LSU
No. 20 Michigan State vs. Northwestern
No. 21 West Virginia vs. St. John’s
No. 23 Cincinnati at Saint Louis
No. 24 George Washington at Duquesne
No. 25 Boston College vs. Providence

Sunday’s games
No. 2 Kansas at No. 8 Kentucky
No. 15 Texas vs. Baylor

Friday’s men’s scores
EAST

Carnegie-Mellon 66, NYU 63
DeSales 64, Averett 53
Elizabethtown 93, Grove City 63
Elmira 59, Hartwick 55
Fairleigh Dickinson 79, St. Francis, Pa. 52
John Jay 61, Hunter 51
Marist 77, Siena 66
Oswego St. 76, St. Lawrence 67
Penn St.-Behrend 58, Penn St.-Altoona 46
Pitt.-Greensburg 74, La Roche 71
St. John Fisher 77, Nazareth, N.Y. 54
St. Vincent 86, Roberts Wesleyan 72
Staten Island 73, Medgar Evers 57
Utica 68, Ithaca 56
Va. Commonwealth 70, Towson 58

SOUTH
Florida Memorial 84, Ind.-South Bend 80
Gardner-Webb 69, Campbell 66
Palm Beach Atlantic 70, Olivet Nazarene 67
Troy 56, Stetson 53

MIDWEST
Bemidji St. 76, Concordia, St.P. 65
DePauw 75, Oglethorpe 53
Dickinson St. 87, Valley City St. 56
Dubuque 67, Faith Baptist Bible 57
Evansville 92, N. Iowa 73
Jamestown 65, S. Dakota Tech 57
Mary 81, Black Hills St. 68
Minot St. 90, Mayville St. 63
Nebraska-Kearney 83, Adams St. 73
Northwestern, Minn. 91, Martin Luther 63
Presentation 78, Northland 69
Rose-Hulman 66, Millsaps 63
Southwest St., Minn. 61, Minn.-Moorhead 58
Winona St. 85, Minn.-Crookston 61

FAR WEST
Colorado Christian 108, N.M. Highlands 85
Great Falls 66, Montana Tech 65
Loyola Marymount 68, San Francisco 65

Montana-Western 89, Montana St.-North-
ern 80, OT

Pepperdine 83, San Diego 67
Utah Valley St. 75, Longwood 57

TOURNAMENT
Sig Makofski-Union Invitational

First Round
Union, N.Y. 85, St. Joseph Vt. 32
Wesleyan, Conn. 63, Connecticut Coll. 59

EXHIBITION
Northern St., S.D. 77, Wayne St. 69

Women’s AP Top 25 fared
Friday

1. LSU (13-1) did not play. Next: vs. No. 17
Georgia, Saturday.

2. Duke (14-1) did not play. Next: vs. No. 25
Virginia Tech, Sunday.

3. Baylor (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. No. 7
Texas, Saturday.

4. Notre Dame (13-1) did not play. Next: at
Villanova, Sunday.

5. North Carolina (12-1) did not play. Next:
at No. 21 Maryland, Sunday.

6. Michigan State (12-2) did not play. Next:
vs. No. 18 Iowa, Sunday.

7. Texas (8-3) did not play. Next: at No. 3
Baylor, Saturday.

8. Stanford (12-2) beat Arizona State 68-57.
Next: at Arizona, Sunday.

9. Ohio State (13-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Liberty, Sunday.

10. Tennessee (9-3) did not play. Next: at
No. 15 Connecticut, Saturday.

11. Minnesota (12-2) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 23 New Mexico, Sunday.

12. Texas Tech (10-2) did not play. Next: at
Oklahoma State, Saturday.

13. Boston College (11-1) did not play.
Next: vs. Villanova, Wednesday, Jan. 12.

14. Rutgers (9-2) did not play. Next: at St.
John’s, Saturday.

15. Connecticut (8-3) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 10 Tennessee, Saturday.

16. Vanderbilt (11-2) did not play. Next: vs.
South Carolina, Sunday.

17. Georgia (12-3) did not play. Next: at No.
1 LSU, Saturday.

18. Iowa (13-1) did not play. Next: at No. 6
Michigan State, Sunday.

19. DePaul (11-2) did not play. Next: at Mar-
quette, Sunday.

20. Kansas State (9-3) did not play. Next: at
Kansas, Saturday.

21. Maryland (10-2) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 5 North Carolina, Sunday.

22. UCLA (10-3) beat Washington State
89-69. Next: at Washington, Sunday.

23. New Mexico (10-1) did not play. Next:
at No. 11 Minnesota, Sunday.

24. Purdue (9-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Michigan, Sunday.

25. Virginia Tech (11-2) did not play. Next:
at No. 2 Duke, Sunday.

Friday’s women’s scores
EAST

Allegheny 62, Earlham 39
Brandeis 60, Rochester 45
Charlotte 74, Saint Louis 65
Coast Guard 67, Smith 49
Fairfield 74, Siena 69
George Washington 90, Yale 50
Grove City 72, Juniata 51
Hartwick 75, Elmira 68
Hunter 54, John Jay 31
Ithaca 58, Utica 53
Massachusetts 67, La Salle 60
NYU 65, Carnegie-Mellon 54
Penn St.-Altoona 59, Penn St.-Behrend 54
Pitt.-Greensburg 58, La Roche 39
Roberts Wesleyan 90, St. Vincent 88, OT
St. Bonaventure 74, Saint Joseph’s 72
St. John Fisher 82, Nazareth, N.Y. 62
Staten Island 55, Medgar Evers 40
Temple 72, Rhode Island 51

SOUTH
Averett 54, Peace 43
Bryan 83, Bluefield 58
East Carolina 60, Memphis 47
Houston 55, Tulane 54
Richmond 65, Dayton 57
South Florida 67, Louisville 59
TCU 81, Southern Miss. 43
UAB 63, Cincinnati 45

MIDWEST
Buena Vista 71, Mount Marty 65
Coll. of the Ozarks 75, Lyon 67
Concordia, St.P. 82, Bemidji St. 59
DePauw 88, Oglethorpe 43
Denison 64, Oberlin 49
Jamestown 65, S. Dakota Tech 55
Kenyon 62, Ohio Weslyn 39
Martin Luther 68, Northwestern, Minn. 64
Mary 95, Black Hills St. 55
Millsaps 65, Rose-Hulman 56
Minn.-Crookston 82, Winona St. 48
Minn.-Moorhead 68, Southwest St., Minn. 58
Minot St. 59, Mayville St. 55
Nebraska-Kearney 83, Adams St. 73
Presentation 58, Northland 56
Valley City St. 77, Dickinson St. 69

FAR WEST
Arizona 80, California 69
Colorado Mines 51, Colo.-Colo. Springs 40
Great Falls 92, Montana Tech 76
Montana St.-Northern 88, Montana-West-

ern 87
N.M. Highlands 79, Colorado Christian 67
San Diego St. 63, E. Washington 59
Southern Cal 62, Washington 52
Stanford 68, Arizona St. 57
UCLA 89, Washington St. 69
Whitworth 58, Linfield 53

TOURNAMENTS
Blue Jay Classic
First Round

Lycoming 61, Elizabethtown 58
Messiah 67, Washington & Jefferson 45

Craig Keeler Memorial
First Round

FDU-Florham 73, Lincoln, Pa. 41
Newport News 68, Rutgers-Camden 66

Days Inn Tournament
First Round

Gettysburg 69, Albright 52
Widener 77, Washington, Md. 55

Lady Monarch Classic
First Round

Kings, Pa. 60, Misericordia 34
Salisbury 74, Susquehanna 69

Rinso Marquette Tournament
First Round

Alvernia 77, DeSales 64
Lebanon Valley 65, Keystone 56

Starters Moravian Winter Classic
First Round

Moravian 95, Rosemont 38
EXHIBITION

Northern St., S.D. 76, Wayne St. 67

Golf

Mercedes Championships
Friday

At Plantation Course at Kapalua
Kapalua, Hawaii
Purse: $5.3 million

Yardage: 7,263; Par: 73
Second Round

Vijay Singh 66-65—131 -15
Mike Weir 70-63—133 -13
Ernie Els 69-65—134 -12
Jonathan Kaye 68-67—135 -11
Sergio Garcia 68-67—135 -11
Chad Campbell 69-67—136 -10
Tiger Woods 68-68—136 -10
Stewart Cink 68-68—136 -10
Stuart Appleby 74-64—138 -8
Retief Goosen 71-67—138 -8
David Toms 71-67—138 -8
Vaughn Taylor 69-69—138 -8
Joey Sindelar 71-68—139 -7
John Daly 70-69—139 -7
Heath Slocum 69-70—139 -7
Craig Parry 67-72—139 -7
Adam Scott 69-72—141 -5
Woody Austin 69-72—141 -5
Bart Bryant 69-72—141 -5
Jonathan Byrd 72-70—142 -4
Zach Johnson 72-70—142 -4
Rod Pampling 70-72—142 -4
Steve Flesch 69-73—142 -4
Mark Hensby 70-73—143 -3
Ryan Palmer 76-68—144 -2
Todd Hamilton 72-72—144 -2
Andre Stolz 73-71—144 -2
Carlos Franco 74-71—145 -1
Stephen Ames 73-72—145 -1
Brent Geiberger 72-73—145 -1
Fred Funk 74-74—148 +2

Tennis

ASB Classic
Saturday

At ASB Bank Tennis Centre
Auckland, New Zealand
Purse: $140,000 (Tier IV)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Semifinals

Shinobu Asagoe (4), Japan, def. Amy Fra-
zier (1), United States, 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Katarina Srebotnik, Slovenia, def. Marion
Bartoli (5), France, 7-5, 2-6, 7-5.

Championship
Katarina Srebotnik, Slovenia, def. Shinobu

Asagoe (4), Japan, 5-7, 7-5, 6-4.

WTA Gold Coast
Saturday

At Royal Pines Resort
Gold Coast, Australia
Purse: $170,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Championship

Patty Schnyder (2), Switzerland, def. Sa-
mantha Stosur, Australia, 1-6, 6-3, 7-5.

Next Generation Hardcourts
Saturday

At Memorial Drive
Adelaide, Australia

Purse: $419,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Semifinals

Joachim Johansson (2), Sweden, def. Olivi-
er Rochus, Belgium, 6-1, 7-6 (5).

Taylor Dent (5), United States, def. Juan Ig-
nacio Chela (4), Argentina, 6-1, 6-1.

Hopman Cup
Saturday

At Burswood Dome
Perth, Australia

Purse: $780,000 (Exhibiton)
Surface: Hard-Indoor
Slovakia 3, Argentina 0

Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. Gisela
Dulko, Argentina, 1-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Dominik Hrbaty, Slovakia, def. Guillermo
Coria, Argentina, 6-4, 6-1.

Hantuchova and Hrbaty def. Dulko and
Coria, walkover.

Chennai Open
Saturday

At SDAT Tennis Stadium
Chennai, India

Purse: $380,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Semifinals

Paradorn Srichaphan (2), Thailand, def.
Tomas Zib, Czech Republic, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

Carlos Moya (1), Spain, def. Guillermo Gar-
cia-Lopez, Spain, 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (2).

Friday
Singles

Quarterfinals
Carlos Moya (1), Spain, def. Paul-Henri

Mathieu, France, 6-4, 6-4.
Paradorn Srichaphan (2), Thailand, def.

Kristof Vliegen, Belgium, 6-3, 6-4.

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, def. Michal
Tabara, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-4.

Tomas Zib, Czech Republic, def. Justin
Gimelstob, United States, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Qatar Open
Saturday

At The Khalifa Tennis Centre
Doha, Qatar

Purse: $1 million (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Final

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. Ivan
Ljubicic (6), Croatia, 6-3, 6-1.

Friday
Semifinals

Ivan Ljubicic (6), Croatia, def. Albert Costa,
Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. Ni-
kolay Davydenko (8), Russia, 6-3, 6-4.

College hockey

Friday’s scores
Amherst 5, Trinity, Conn. 3
Boston U. 3, Northeastern 1
Bowdoin 4, Babson 1
Brockport 3, Johnson & Wales, R.I. 1
Buffalo St. 5, Lebanon Valley 2
Clarkson 3, Princeton 2
Colby 6, Mass.-Boston 1
Colgate 3, Harvard 1
Connecticut 1, Army 0
Cornell 4, Brown 2
Dartmouth 9, RPI 1
Hamilton 3, Wesleyan, Conn. 1
Holy Cross 3, American International 1
Mass.-Lowell 4, Massachusetts 3
Middlebury 2, Connecticut Coll. 1
New England Coll. 9, Castleton St. 1
New Hampshire 2, Providence 1
Norwich 8, S. Maine 3
St. Anselm 6, Skidmore 1
St. Lawrence 6, Yale 4
Salem St. 4, St. Michael’s 4, tie
Vermont 4, Union, N.Y. 0
Wentworth Tech 4, Geneseo St. 3
Williams 3, Tufts 1

SOUTH
Alabama-Huntsville 3, Wayne (Mich.) 2

MIDWEST
Alaska-Anchorage 1, Minn.-Duluth 1, tie
Bemidji St. 4, Air Force 2
Bethel, Minn. 5, Finlandia 1
Bowling Green 6, Alaska-Fairbanks 2
Michigan 6, W. Michigan 4
Michigan St. 4, Miami (Ohio) 0
Nebraska-Omaha 3, N. Michigan 1
North Dakota 3, Minn.-Mankato 2
Notre Dame 1, Lake Superior St. 1, tie
Ohio St. 3, Ferris St. 1
St. Norbert 3, Lake Forest 0
Wisconsin 6, St. Cloud St. 0
Wis-Stevens Point 3, Wis.-Superior 3, tie

FAR WEST
Michigan Tech 3, Denver 0

EXHIBITION
Maine 8, US Under-18 Team 4

Skiing
Men’s World Cup downhill

CHAMONIX, France— Results from a men’s
World Cup downhill Saturday on the Piste
Verte course:

1. Johann Grugger, Austria, 1 minute, 56.93
seconds.

2. Kristian Ghedina, Italy, 1:57.04.
3. Michael Walchhofer, Austria, 1:57.07.
4. Mario Scheiber, Austria, 1:57.24.
5. Daron Rahlves, United States, 1:57.35.
6. Christoph Gruber, Austria, 1:57.42.
(tied) Jeff Hume, Canada, 1:57.42.
8. Bode Miller, United States, 1:57.44.
(tied) Hermann Maier, Austria, 1:57.44.
10. Kurt Sulzenbacher, Italy, 1:57.64.
11. Ambrosi Hoffmann, Switzerland,

1:57.72.
12. Juerg Gruenenfelder, Switzerland,

1:57.73.
(tied) Yannick Bertrand, France, 1:57.73.
14. Manuel Osborne, Canada, 1:57.84.
15. Bruno Kernen, Switzerland, 1:57.89.
16. Alessandro Fattori, Italy, 1:58.04.
17. Finlay Mickel, Britain, 1:58.05.
18. Erik Guay, Canada, 1:58.15.
19. Werner Franz, Austria, 1:58.19.
20. Peter Fill, Italy, 1:58.31.
21. Klaus Kroell, Austria, 1:58.44.
22. Pierre-Emmanuel Dalcin, France,

1:58.45.
23. Patrik Jaerbyn, Sweden, 1:58.67.
24. Patrick Staudacher, Italy, 1:58.74.
25. Marco Buechel, Liechtenstein, 1:58.96.
26. Didier Defago, Switzerland, 1:58.99.
27. Daniel Zueger, Switzerland, 1:59.02.
28. Nicolas Burtin, France, 1:59.08.
29. Max Rauffer, Germany, 1:59.15.
30. Claude Cretier, France, 1:59.29.

Women’s World Cup GS
SANTA CATERINA VALFURVA, Italy — Re-

sults Saturday from a World Cup giant sla-
lom on the Deborah Compagnoni course
(run times in parentheses):

1. Tina Maze, Slovenia, 2 minutes, 36.78
seconds

(1:17.89-1:18.89).
2. Genevieve Simard, Canada, 2:37.94

(1:19.02-1:18.92).
3. Allison Forsyth, Canada, 2:38.00

(1:19.57-1:18.43).
4. Julia Mancuso, United States, 2:38.23

(1:19.01-1:19.22).
5. Sonja Nef, Switzerland, 2:38.24

(1:18.92-1:19.32).
6. Tanja Poutiainen, Finland, 2:38.41

(1:18.44-1:19.97).
(tie) Anja Paerson, Sweden, 2:38.41

(1:18.56-1:19.85).
8. Nicole Gius, Italy, 2:38.54

(1:19.25-1:19.29).

(tie) Michaela Dorfmeister, Austria, 2:38.54
(1:19.08-1:19.46).

10. Kathrin Zettel, Austria, 2:38.58
(1:19.25-1:19.33).

Deals

Friday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
CHICAGOWHITE SOX—Designated C Jamie

Burke for assignment.
DETROIT TIGERS—Agreed to terms with 1B

Carlos Pena on a one-year contract.
SEATTLE MARINERS—Named Wayne Mor-

gan major league scout.
National League

ATLANTA BRAVES—Agreed to terms with
LHP Gabe White on a one-year contract.
LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Agreed to terms

with LHP Odalis Perez on a three-year con-
tract.
National Association of Professional Base-

ball Leagues
NAPBL—Named John Cook executive direc-

tor of business operations.
Canadian-American League

NORTH SHORE SPIRIT—Signed LHP Andy
Gros.

Northern League
JOLIET JACKHAMMERS—Announced the

contract of OF-1B Josh Loggins has been pur-
chased by the Cleveland Indians.
KANSAS CITY T-BONES—Signed RHP Greg

Bicknell.
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS—Placed F Sha-

reef Abdur-Rahim and F Darius Miles on the
injured list. Activated C Ha Seung Jin from
the injured list.
SACRAMENTO KINGS—Placed G Bobby

Jackson in the injured list. Claimed G Eddie
House off waivers from Milwaukee.

Continental Basketball Association
YAKIMA SUN KINGS—Signed F Noel Felix

and F Donnell Knight.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
DENVER BRONCOS—Signed RB Kris Briggs,

WR Todd Devoe, DE Randy Garner, OG Reese
Hicks, TE Mike Pinkard and LB Markus
Steele.
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Placed CB Ty

Law on injured reserve.
WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Named Bill Mus-

grave quarterbacks coach.
Arena Football League

ARIZONA RATTLERS—Waived DS Kendall
Edwards.
CHICAGO RUSH—Signed QB Charlie Peter-

son and OL-DL Jim Sodano. Announced the
retirement of OL-DL Riley Kleinhesselink.
GEORGIA FORCE—Traded OL-DL Nikia

Adderson to Arizona for future consider-
ations.
LOS ANGELES AVENGERS—Signed OS Ben

Bronson.
NASHVILLE KATS—Signed DS Reggie

Stephens.
ORLANDO PREDATORS—Signed OS Travis

McGriff, DB Jason Bostic, WR Kerry Watkins,
OL-DL Devonte Peterson, OL-DL Leon Scott,
DS Jamie Hadley, OL-DL Deon White and QB
Romaro Miller. Traded OS Fabian Davis to
Nashville for future considerations.
PHILADELPHIA SOUL—Re-signed QB Tony

Zimmerman.
Canadian Football League

OTTAWA RENEGADES—Signed Joe Paopao,
coach, to a one-year contract extension and
announced he will also be the general man-
ager.

HOCKEY
American Hockey League

SPRINGFIELD FALCONS—Recalled LW Den-
nis Packard from Johnstown of the ECHL.

Central Hockey League
AUSTIN ICE BATS—Signed D Jeff Alcom-

brack and C Tom Kotsopoulos.
COLORADO EAGLES—Waived G Gian Baldri-

ca.
CORPUS CHRISTI RAYZ—Signed RW Roger

Lewis.
OKLAHOMA CITY BLAZERS—Signed G

Kasey Moreland.
TULSA OILERS—Signed D Cameron Breit-

kreuz and RW Chris Pelletier.
LACROSSE

National Lacrosse League
MINNESOTA SWARM—Traded F Derek

Malawsky and a 2006 second-round entry
draft pick to San Jose for F Kelly Hall and a
2007 first-round entry draft pick.
ROCHESTER KNIGHTHAWKS—Traded D

Chris McKay to Arizona for a 2006 sec-
ond-round entry draft pick.

OLYMPICS
U.S. OLYMPIC COMMITTEE—Announced

the resignation of Early Reese, chief finan-
cial officer.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

D.C. UNITED—Re-signed D Brandon Pride-
aux.

COLLEGE
BRIGHAM YOUNG—Named Brandon

Doman quarterbacks coach.
COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON—Named Lauren

Sampson director of sports marketing.
DUKE—Named Bill O’Brien offensive coordi-

nator.
MIAMI—Announced RB Frank Gore will

forego his senior season and make himself
available for the NFL draft.
SOUTH CAROLINA—Announced sopho-

more basketball C Paulius Joneliunas will
transfer to American University.
SYRACUSE—Announced the resignation of

David Walker, running backs coach, to take
the same role with Pittsburgh.
UC RIVERSIDE—Announced the retirement

of Mark Moyer, assistant track and field
coach, effective in June.
WEST VIRGINIA—Announced Steve Bird,

wide receivers coach, will not return next
season.

SCOREBOARD
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LOS ANGELES — Kobe Bry-
ant was so money, and not just for
the Los Angeles Lakers.

Bryant had 27 points and 10 as-
sists in a 111-104 victory over the
Houston Rockets on Friday night
when every point he scored
meant money for children who
survived the tsunami in Southeast
Asia.

Asked if he had a point total in
mind before the game, Bryant
said, “A hundred. There’s a great-
er cost at stake.”

Along with Bryant, Houston
teammates Tracy McGrady and
Bobby Sura donated $1,000 per
point to UNICEF, as did other
NBA players Friday night.
McGrady led the Rockets with 26
points.

“It’s just a little donation to try
to help out so they could get their
lives back together,” said Sura,
who added 20 points. “It felt
good.”

In all, the three players contrib-
uted $73,000. Bryant and
McGrady shared a hug at the
buzzer.

“It’s for a great benefit,”
McGrady said. “I tried not to
think about it during the game,
but every time I made a shot, I
was like, ‘There’s two thousand
dollars, there’s three thousand
dollars.”’

The Lakers needed some chari-
ty of their own after losing two
straight games at San Antonio
and Dallas.

“It was a big game,” Bryant
said. “Their team is trying to fight
to get into the playoffs as we are
and they’re right on our heels.
We’re fighting every game. It’s an
uphill battle for us, but we seem
to rise to the challenge.”

Four other Lakers scored in
double figures, including Lamar
Odom with 20 points and 12 re-
bounds and Caron Butler with 21
points.

Houston’s Yao Ming scored 25
points before fouling out with
2:18 remaining.

Lakers coach Rudy Tomjanov-
ich improved to 2-0 this season
against his former team. The Lak-
ers beat the Rockets 84-79 on
Nov. 13 in Houston, when an emo-
tional Tomjanovich was honored
for his 34 years.

This time, Tomjanovich said, it
was “a very big win. I called it a
playoff game.”

The Rockets cut their 24-point
deficit to nine points at the start
of the fourth quarter. But the Lak-
ers responded with a 6-0 spurt
and then Brian Cook hit consecu-
tive three-pointers on assists by
Bryant for a 95-77 lead with 9:30
remaining.

Helped by McGrady and Yao,
the Rockets got within eight
points with 5½ minutes left on
McGrady’s fast-break layup. Yao
had four straight points before
McGrady scored four in a row.

“That’s a very heavy pack on
your back,” Yao said about the
24-point hole. “People can say,
‘Let’s start over in the second half
like it’s zero-zero.’ But you can’t

stop thinking about that pack on
your back. We played with much
better energy in the second half,
but we paid for what we did in the
first half.”

Kings 100, Hawks 97: At At-
lanta, Mike Bibby scored 31
points, including a clinching
jumper with 11.7 seconds remain-
ing, and Sacramento handed At-
lanta its sixth straight loss.

The Hawks (5-26) have lost 11
of 12. Only New Orleans has a
worse record.

Chris Webber bounced back
from a 6-for-21 shooting perfor-
mance in a loss to Toronto. He
made his first six shots and fin-
ished 13-for-22 from the field for
28 points.

Pistons 110, Celtics 104: At
Boston, Richard Hamilton scored
25 points, recovering from a dubi-
ous record-setting night by mak-
ing two key baskets down the
stretch.

Chauncey Billups scored 22 for
the defending NBA champions,
who lost to Memphis 101-79 on
Thursday night as Hamilton went
0-for-10 from the field and
14-for-14 from the line to become
the first player in NBA history to
lead his team in scoring without
making a single basket.

Nets 82, Warriors 72: Vince
Carter scored 22 points, Richard
Jefferson added 20 and host New
Jersey bounced back from two
bad road losses to beat Golden
State.

Jason Kidd added 13 points, 13
rebounds and nine assists as the
Nets sent the Warriors to their
fourth straight loss.

Magic 111, Bobcats 91: Hedo
Turkoglu scored 22 points, fellow
reserve Pat Garrity added 16 in a
victory over visiting Charlotte.

Grant Hill scored 16 points and
Tony Battie added 13 on 6-for-6
shooting for the Magic, who on
Nov. 6 became the first team to
lose to the Bobcats. Steve Francis
had 10 points and tied his season
high with 13 assists.

Bucks 107, Raptors 105
(OT): At Toronto, Desmond
Mason had 23 points and Michael
Redd scored 10 of his 15 points in
the fourth quarter.

Jalen Rose sent the game over-
time with a driving layup at the
buzzer, but Mason had five points
in the extra period and Toronto’s
Morris Peterson missed a poten-
tial tying jumper with one second
left.

Timberwolves 89, 76ers 84:
Sam Cassell scored host Minneso-
ta’s first 14 points in the fourth
quarter and finished with 26 as the
Timberwolves ended a four-game
losing streak with a victory over
Philadelphia, which played with-
out guard Allen Iverson.

Iverson, the NBA’s leading scor-
er, sat out the game with a
sprained right ankle sustained
Wednesday at Utah. He was also

bothered by the flu and a bruised
left shoulder, but Sixers coach
Jim O’Brien said it was the swol-
len ankle that kept Iverson out.

Bulls 84, Jazz 78: At Chicago,
Rookie Luol Deng had 22 points
and seven rebounds, and Eddy
Curry added 21 points as the
Bulls handed Utah its eighth con-
secutive loss.

Matt Harpring and Gordan
Giricek both had 13 points for
Utah, which hasn’t won since
beating the Philadelphia 76ers
103-101 on Dec. 20.

Kirk Hinrich scored 12 points,
and Ben Gordon and Andres No-
cioni each had 11 for Chicago,
which has won eight of its last 11
games.

Heat 103, Trail Blazers 92:
Miami began its longest road trip
of the season by getting dou-
ble-doubles from Shaquille
O’Neal and Dwyane Wade to de-
feat the injury-depleted Trail
Blazers.

O’Neal had 28 points and 10 re-
bounds and Wade had 25 points
and 12 assists for the Heat, who
led by as many as 22 in winning
for the 16th time in 17 games.
Their only loss came Monday
against the SuperSonics, and they
can avenge it Sunday night at Se-
attle on the second stop of a
five-game trip.

Miami has won eight straight
road games.

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Vince Carter’s
former teammates were dis-
mayed Friday after hearing him
admit he didn’t always try his
hardest when he played for the
Toronto Raptors.

In an interview broadcast
Thursday on TNT, network ana-
lyst John Thompson asked Carter

if he pushed
himself as
hard as he
should have in
Toronto.

“In years
past, no,” said

Carter, acquired by the New Jer-
sey Nets on Dec 17. “I was fortu-
nate to have the talent ... you get
spoiled when you’re able to do a
lot of things. You see that you
don’t have to work at it.

“Now, with the all the injuries,
I have to work harder. I’m a little
hungrier. Getting a fresh start
has made me want to attack the
basket.”

Many have questioned Carter’s
dedication, his commitment to off-
season conditioning and his de-
sire to improve, but some where
were surprised to hear Carter ac-
knowledge it.

“It’s a reflection on him and his
character,” Raptors guard Rafer
Alston said. “Is he a guy that you
can go to war with night in and
night out? That’s what a lot of peo-
ple are going to be questioning.”

Alston also suggested that Cart-
er cost the Raptors games with
his lack of effort.

“It hurts,” Alston said. “I don’t
know if a player who is consid-
ered an All-Star and has so many
fan votes going into All-Star week
wants to have that on his rap
sheet.”

Carter has played well since
being traded for Alonzo Mourn-
ing, Aaron Williams, Eric Will-
iams and two first-round draft
picks. He is averaging 22.5 points
in 40.3 minutes with New Jersey,
compared to 15.9 points in 30.4
minutes with the Raptors.

Toronto guard Morris Peterson
was shocked when he watched
the interview on television.

“It caught me off guard, being
a professional player that’s some-
thing I always pride myself on,”
Peterson said. “I can sleep better
at night knowing I give it every-
thing I can.”

“You could tell he wasn’t play-
ing his best,” Peterson said.

Toronto coach Sam Mitchell

didn’t want to talk about Carter.
“That’s between Vince and his

conscience,” Mitchell said.

Union, league pledge
$500,000 each to relief effort

NEW YORK — The NBA play-
ers’ union has decided to donate
$500,000 to help victims of last
month’s Indian Ocean tsunami,
and the NBA will match the gift, a
league spokesman said Friday.

The donations are to be made
to UNICEF, NBA spokesman
Brian Flinn said.

Several NBA players decided
to donate $1,000 for every point
they scored or assist they record-
ed in games played earlier this
week, and many teams are donat-
ing money and collecting funds
from fans.

Police try to ID more fans
AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — Po-

lice are trying to identify more
fans who were caught on camera
throwing food or drinks or walk-
ing onto the court during the
brawl at November’s Detroit Pis-
tons-Indiana Pacers game.

Auburn Hills police released
photographs of at least seven dif-
ferent people they are trying to
identify. Lt. James Manning said
Friday that the department plans
to charge them with violating a
local ordinance that prohibits
spectators at sporting events
from walking on the playing sur-
face or throwing things.

Oakland County Prosecutor
David Gorcyca previously
charged 10 people, including five
Pacers, in the brawl with misde-
meanor assault and battery. One
fan, Bryant Jackson, also is
charged with felonious assault.
Two other fans have been
charged under the city’s ordi-
nance.

Abdur-Rahim, Miles
join injured list

PORTLAND, Ore. — The Port-
land Trail Blazers placed for-
wards Shareef Abdur-Rahim and
Darius Miles on the injured list
Friday and activated rookie cen-
ter Ha Seung-Jin.

Abdur-Rahim, who has missed
seven games because of loose par-
ticles in his right elbow, will have
surgery Wednesday that could
sideline him for five weeks.

Miles injured his left knee in
the Blazers’ loss on Wednesday to
the Los Angeles Clippers. He is
expected to be sidelined for up to
two weeks.

AP

Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant
dunks over Houston Rockets’
Tracy McGrady during the first
half Friday night in Los Angeles.
Bryant and McGrady each
pledged $1,000 for every point
they scored to tsunami relief.

Kobe boosts L.A.,
tsunami aid effort

Carter’s admission
dismays Raptors
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. — A night
after soundly defeating the de-
fending NBA champs on the road,
the Memphis Grizzlies extended
their winning streak to a sea-
son-high six games with a victory
over the league’s worst team.

Pau Gasol scored 20 points and
Shane Battier added 19 to help
the Grizzlies defeat the New Or-
leans Hornets 84-76 Friday night.

Memphis outscored New Or-
leans 8-1 in the final 2:23 to im-
prove to 18-17, the first time the
Grizzlies have been above .500
this season. Friday’s win followed
Thursday’s 101-79 victory over
the Detroit Pistons.

The Hornets dropped to an
NBA-worst 2-29 with their 10th
straight loss.

“We knew it was going to be an
ugly game,” said Memphis center
Lorenzen Wright, who grabbed
10 rebounds. “They’re hungry,
and they want to get a win bad.
...We felt this was a game we

were going to win. The demeanor
of the team never changed. We
just knew we had to play defense
and stop them.”

Gasol added 11 rebounds, and
Battier matched his season-high
with 10 rebounds. He also had a
career-high five blocks.

The two teams went scoreless
for more than four minutes in the
fourth quarter. The Grizzlies shot
22 percent, only slightly better
than the Hornets’ 20 percent.

New Orleans also had six turn-
overs in the fourth.

The Hornets, despite not mak-
ing a field goal in the final seven
minutes, closed within a point
twice in the fourth quarter, the
final time at 76-75 on Rodney Rog-
ers’ two free throws with 2:23 left.
From there, Memphis put togeth-
er six straight points as part of its
closing stretch.

“I don’t know what it is, but
we’re not playing smart,” Rogers
said.

Mike Miller finished with 16
points for Memphis.

Baron Davis led the Hornets
with 19 points and eight assists,
but was 6-of-20 from the field.
The Hornets shot a season-low
31.7 percent — quite an accom-
plishment for a team that began
the night with the league’s worst
field goal percentage, 39.7 per-
cent.

“It’s not like we’re not getting
the looks,” Davis said.

“We’re getting the looks. We’re
just not making our shots. Once
again, I thought we settled for
threes.”

Lee Nailon added 14 points,
and Rogers and P.J. Brown fin-
ished with 10 points. Brown also
had 12 rebounds.

Memphis coach Mike Fratello
acknowledged the wounded Hor-
nets presented “the worst game
you can have” after Thursday’s
win at Detroit.

“We were fortunate,” Fratello
said. “I commend New Orleans
for their effort. They’ve had a dif-
ficult season, but they didn’t give
up and played hard.”

NBA scoreboard

AP

New Orleans Hornets’ J.R. Smith drives on Memphis Grizzlies’ Shane

Battier (31) during the first half Friday in Memphis, Tenn.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 16 16 .500 —
Philadelphia 15 17 .469 1
Boston 15 18 .455 1½
New Jersey 12 20 .375 4
Toronto 12 22 .353 5

Southeast Division
Miami 27 8 .771 —
Washington 18 13 .581 7
Orlando 17 14 .548 8
Charlotte 8 22 .267 16½
Atlanta 5 26 .161 20

Central Division
Cleveland 19 12 .613 —
Detroit 18 14 .563 1½
Indiana 16 14 .533 2½
Chicago 12 18 .400 6½
Milwaukee 11 19 .367 7½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 27 7 .794 —
Dallas 21 10 .677 4½
Memphis 18 17 .514 9½
Houston 16 17 .485 10½
New Orleans 2 29 .065 23½

Northwest Division
Seattle 23 8 .742 —
Minnesota 17 14 .548 6
Denver 14 17 .452 9
Portland 14 17 .452 9
Utah 11 23 .324 13½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 28 4 .875 —
Sacramento 21 10 .677 6½
L.A. Lakers 17 14 .548 10½
L.A. Clippers 16 15 .516 11½
Golden State 11 22 .333 17½

Friday’s games
Milwaukee 107, Toronto 105, OT
Orlando 111, Charlotte 91
Detroit 110, Boston 104
Sacramento 100, Atlanta 97
New Jersey 82, Golden State 72
Memphis 84, New Orleans 76
Minnesota 89, Philadelphia 84
Chicago 84, Utah 78
Miami 103, Portland 92
L.A. Lakers 111, Houston 104

Saturday’s games
New York at Cleveland
Denver at San Antonio
New Jersey at Orlando
Minnesota at Washington
Sacramento at New Orleans
Utah at Milwaukee
Boston at Chicago
Indiana at Dallas
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers

Sunday’s games
Golden State at Toronto
Portland at New York
Miami at Seattle
Indiana at Phoenix
Houston at Denver

Monday’s games
Orlando at Boston
Portland at Philadelphia
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota
Golden State at Chicago
San Antonio at Utah

Friday
Bucks 107, Raptors 105 (OT)

MILWAUKEE — D.Mason 6-16 11-14 23,
Smith 9-14 1-3 19, Gadzuric 2-3 1-2 5, Redd
5-20 5-7 15, M.Williams 8-12 5-9 22, Strickland
1-4 0-0 2, James 2-5 0-0 4, Kukoc 3-8 0-0 7,
Fizer 0-1 2-2 2, Pachulia 3-4 2-2 8. Totals 39-87
27-39 107.

TORONTO — E.Williams 6-10 6-8 21, Bosh
2-6 9-10 13, Araujo 2-5 0-0 4, Peterson 5-10 3-4
15, Alston 0-12 5-6 5, Marshall 6-15 0-0 15,
Rose 6-15 9-13 21, Bonner 3-8 0-0 7, Palacio
0-2 0-0 0, Murray 2-4 0-2 4. Totals 32-87 32-43
105.

Milwaukee 32 15 27 22 11—107
Toronto 25 27 29 15 9—105
Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 2-6 (M.Will-

iams 1-1, Kukoc 1-3, Redd 0-1, Strickland
0-1), Toronto 9-28 (E.Williams 3-4, Marshall
3-10, Peterson 2-2, Bonner 1-3, Murray 0-1,
Rose 0-2, Alston 0-6). Fouled out—Strickland.
Rebounds—Milwaukee 62 (Smith 10), Toron-
to 64 (Marshall 14). Assists—Milwaukee 22
(M.Williams 8), Toronto 19 (Alston 8). Total
fouls—Milwaukee 31, Toronto 32. Techni-
cals—Milwaukee Defensive Three Second 2.
A—16,537 (19,800).

Magic 111, Bobcats 91
CHARLOTTE — Wallace 3-7 0-0 6, Okafor

7-14 1-3 15, Brezec 8-11 2-2 18, Rush 6-13 3-4
15, Knight 3-7 1-1 7, Bogans 1-7 0-0 2, Ely 1-2
1-4 3, Hart 2-8 1-2 5, T.Smith 2-4 0-0 4, Samp-
son 4-4 2-2 10, Kapono 0-7 0-0 0, White 3-6 0-1
6. Totals 40-90 11-19 91.

ORLANDO — Hill 5-7 6-6 16, Howard 4-11 2-3
10, Battie 6-6 1-1 13, Mobley 1-6 1-2 4, Francis
4-7 2-2 10, Augmon 3-4 0-2 6, Kasun 2-6 3-4 7,
Turkoglu 5-11 10-11 22, Garrity 6-10 0-0 16,
Nelson 1-4 3-4 5, Stevenson 1-3 0-0 2. Totals
38-75 28-35 111.

Charlotte 27 24 20 20— 91
Orlando 29 34 28 20—111
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 0-11 (Bogans

0-1, Hart 0-2, Kapono 0-4, Rush 0-4), Orlando
7-14 (Garrity 4-6, Turkoglu 2-4, Mobley 1-3,
Nelson 0-1). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—-
Charlotte 47 (Okafor, White 6), Orlando 55
(Howard 12). Assists—Charlotte 18 (Knight
10), Orlando 21 (Francis 13). Total fouls—-
Charlotte 25, Orlando 19. Technicals—Orlan-
do Defensive Three Second. A—12,564
(17,248).

Pistons 110, Celtics 104
DETROIT — Prince 5-13 2-4 14, R.Wallace

6-14 4-4 16, B.Wallace 2-6 3-7 7, Billups 6-8 6-8
22, Hamilton 10-18 3-4 25, Hunter 2-6 4-4 8,
McDyess 6-9 2-2 14, Dupree 1-3 2-2 4. Totals
38-77 26-35 110.

BOSTON — Welsch 5-6 2-3 12, LaFrentz 4-6
0-1 8, Blount 3-6 1-2 7, Payton 8-13 0-0 17,
Pierce 7-13 7-9 22, Jefferson 3-7 3-3 9, Banks
2-4 3-4 8, Davis 7-9 5-6 19, Allen 0-0 0-0 0, Per-
kins 0-1 2-2 2, McCarty 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 39-66
23-30 104.

Detroit 30 33 19 28—110
Boston 29 24 20 31—104
Three-Point Goals—Detroit 8-13 (Billups

4-4, Prince 2-2, Hamilton 2-4, R.Wallace 0-1,
Hunter 0-2), Boston 3-8 (Pierce 1-2, Banks
1-2, Payton 1-2, McCarty 0-1, Davis 0-1).
Fouled out—LaFrentz. Rebounds—Detroit 48
(B.Wallace 10), Boston 34 (LaFrentz 6). As-
sists—Detroit 24 (Prince 7), Boston 22
(Pierce, Payton 5). Total fouls—Detroit 23,
Boston 27. A—18,624 (18,624).

Kings 100, Hawks 97
SACRAMENTO — Stojakovic 7-18 1-1 17,

Webber 13-22 2-2 28, B.Miller 1-5 0-0 2, Bibby
9-18 9-10 31, Christie 3-7 5-6 11, Ostertag 0-1
0-0 0, Evans 2-4 0-0 5, Songaila 2-5 0-0 4, Mar-
tin 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 38-81 17-19 100.

ATLANTA — Harrington 6-11 10-12 22, Walk-
er 10-20 0-5 21, Collier 3-9 0-0 6, Lue 7-12 0-0
14, J.Smith 8-11 0-0 16, Childress 1-5 0-0 2,
Drobnjak 6-14 4-5 16, Ivey 0-1 0-0 0, Diaw 0-1
0-0 0. Totals 41-84 14-22 97.

Sacramento 28 25 26 21—100
Atlanta 31 15 31 20— 97
Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 7-15

(Bibby 4-8, Stojakovic 2-6, Evans 1-1), Atlanta
1-8 (Walker 1-5, Lue 0-3). Fouled out—None.
Rebounds—Sacramento 41 (Webber 8), At-
lanta 55 (Walker 11). Assists—Sacramento
26 (Bibby 6), Atlanta 17 (Lue 6). Total
fouls—Sacramento 15, Atlanta 17. A—13,626
(19,445).

Nets 82, Warriors 72
GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 6-16 0-0 12,

Murphy 2-9 2-2 7, Robinson 4-7 1-3 11,
Cheaney 5-10 2-4 12, Claxton 1-7 3-3 5, Pi-
etrus 3-8 4-6 12, Cabarkapa 1-4 2-3 4, Fisher
2-8 0-0 5, Foyle 2-4 0-0 4. Totals 26-73 14-21 72.

NEW JERSEY — Jefferson 7-19 5-6 20, Col-
lins 1-4 2-2 4, Krstic 4-13 5-6 13, Carter 10-20
1-2 22, Kidd 4-9 4-5 13, Buford 4-10 0-0 8, Best
1-4 0-0 2, Smith 0-1 0-0 0, Vaughn 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 31-80 17-21 82.

Golden State 18 18 17 19—72
New Jersey 28 10 25 19—82
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 6-14 (Rob-

inson 2-2, Pietrus 2-3, Murphy 1-2, Fisher 1-2,
Claxton 0-1, Dunleavy 0-4), New Jersey 3-15
(Carter 1-3, Kidd 1-4, Jefferson 1-4, Best 0-1,
Buford 0-3). Fouled out—Collins. Rebound-
s—Golden State 45 (Dunleavy 7), New Jersey
62 (Kidd 13). Assists—Golden State 17 (Clax-
ton 5), New Jersey 23 (Kidd 9). Total
fouls—Golden State 21, New Jersey 21. Tech-
nicals—Golden State Defensive Three Sec-
ond, New Jersey Defensive Three Second.
A—13,439 (19,860).

Grizzlies 84, Hornets 76
NEW ORLEANS — Rogers 3-11 4-7 10, Nailon

6-19 2-2 14, Brown 3-12 4-4 10, Davis 6-20 5-6
19, Smith 0-2 0-0 0, Nachbar 4-7 0-0 9, Dickau
3-6 2-2 9, Andersen 0-1 0-0 0, Harrington 1-4
2-2 5. Totals 26-82 19-23 76.

MEMPHIS — Battier 7-11 2-2 19, Gasol 6-12
8-8 20, Wright 1-7 0-0 2, J.Williams 2-9 1-1 7,
Miller 8-13 0-0 16, Watson 3-8 0-0 9, Wells 1-3
0-0 2, Swift 2-2 1-2 5, Jones 1-4 2-2 4. Totals
31-69 14-15 84.

New Orleans 19 23 23 11—76
Memphis 25 24 22 13—84
Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 5-17

(Davis 2-9, Harrington 1-1, Nachbar 1-2, Dick-
au 1-2, Rogers 0-3), Memphis 8-22 (Watson
3-5, Battier 3-6, J.Williams 2-5, Jones 0-2, Mill-
er 0-4). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—New
Orleans 55 (Brown 12), Memphis 44 (Gasol
11). Assists—New Orleans 16 (Davis 8), Mem-
phis 18 (J.Williams 7). Total fouls—New Or-
leans 21, Memphis 23. Technicals—New Or-
leans Defensive Three Second. A—15,317
(18,119).

Timberwolves 89, 76ers 84
PHILADELPHIA — Iguodala 0-1 2-2 2, K.Tho-

mas 3-9 0-0 6, Dalembert 1-3 1-2 3, Salmons
4-11 0-0 10, Green 5-14 2-2 13, Jackson 3-10
11-12 17, Korver 3-11 0-0 9, Ollie 1-2 1-1 3, Will-
iamson 7-17 7-9 21, McKie 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
27-78 24-28 84.

MINNESOTA — Szczerbiak 9-18 4-6 23, Gar-
nett 6-17 6-7 18, Olowokandi 0-2 2-2 2,
Sprewell 3-9 0-0 6, Cassell 12-22 1-1 26, Mads-
en 0-1 0-0 0, Johnson 1-2 0-0 2, Griffin 1-6 0-0
3, Hassell 1-3 0-0 2, Hudson 2-6 0-0 5, Carter
0-1 0-0 0, Hoiberg 0-0 2-2 2. Totals 35-87 15-18
89.

Philadelphia 15 22 21 26—84
Minnesota 19 24 22 24—89
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 6-19 (Kor-

ver 3-10, Salmons 2-5, Green 1-4), Minnesota
4-14 (Szczerbiak 1-2, Cassell 1-2, Hudson 1-3,
Griffin 1-5, Sprewell 0-1, Carter 0-1). Fouled
out—None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 59 (Jack-
son 9), Minnesota 51 (Garnett 18). As-
sists—Philadelphia 14 (Salmons 4), Minneso-
ta 23 (Garnett 5). Total fouls—Philadelphia
16, Minnesota 22. Technicals—Philadelphia
coach O'Brien, K.Thomas, Olowokandi.
A—19,420 (19,420).

Bulls 84, Jazz 78
UTAH — Boozer 5-12 1-2 11, Harpring 4-6

5-6 13, Borchardt 1-4 2-2 4, Giricek 5-13 1-2 13,
McLeod 0-5 3-6 3, Okur 3-10 5-5 12, Eisley 3-5
2-4 9, Humphries 1-4 0-2 2, Snyder 0-2 0-0 0,
Arroyo 4-10 3-4 11. Totals 26-71 22-33 78.

CHICAGO — Deng 8-15 5-7 22, Davis 1-5 0-0
2, Curry 8-14 5-5 21, Hinrich 5-12 0-0 12,
Duhon 0-0 0-0 0, Gordon 4-13 3-4 11, Chandler
0-3 4-6 4, Nocioni 3-7 4-4 11, Griffin 0-0 1-4 1,
Harrington 0-0 0-0 0, Williams 0-2 0-0 0. To-
tals 29-71 22-30 84.

Utah 22 18 18 20—78
Chicago 12 27 29 16—84
Three-Point Goals—Utah 4-7 (Giricek 2-3,

Okur 1-2, Eisley 1-2), Chicago 4-15 (Hinrich
2-4, Nocioni 1-2, Deng 1-3, Williams 0-1, Gor-
don 0-5). Fouled out—Curry. Rebounds—U-

tah 61 (Okur 11), Chicago 45 (Chandler 9). As-
sists—Utah 21 (McLeod 8), Chicago 23 (Hin-
rich 9). Total fouls—Utah 25, Chicago 29.
Technicals—Eisley, Curry. A—16,887 (21,711).

Heat 103, Trail Blazers 92
MIAMI — E.Jones 6-12 0-0 16, Haslem 7-12

2-2 16, O'Neal 11-15 6-8 28, Wade 8-15 9-10 25,
D.Jones 3-7 1-1 10, Dooling 1-6 0-0 2, Doleac
2-6 0-0 4, Laettner 1-2 0-0 2, Butler 0-1 0-0 0.
Totals 39-76 18-21 103.

PORTLAND — Patterson 12-14 3-8 27, Ran-
dolph 10-16 5-5 25, Ratliff 3-6 3-6 9, D.Ander-
son 0-8 2-2 2, Van Exel 2-5 0-0 5, Stoudamire
4-11 4-4 12, Przybilla 1-3 0-0 2, Telfair 2-9 0-0
4, Frahm 0-2 0-0 0, Outlaw 3-4 0-0 6, Seung-Jin
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-78 17-25 92.

Miami 35 23 24 21—103
Portland 22 23 26 21— 92
Three-Point Goals—Miami 7-16 (E.Jones

4-8, D.Jones 3-7, Butler 0-1), Portland 1-5
(Van Exel 1-2, Stoudamire 0-1, D.Anderson
0-2). Fouled out—Randolph. Rebounds—Mi-
ami 45 (O'Neal 10), Portland 44 (Randolph,
Ratliff, Przybilla 6). Assists—Miami 28 (Wade
12), Portland 23 (Van Exel 7). Total fouls—Mi-
ami 20, Portland 21. Technicals—D.Jones,
Portland Defensive Three Second. A—18,666
(19,980).

Lakers 111, Rockets 104
HOUSTON — McGrady 11-24 0-0 26, Howard

5-9 0-0 10, Yao 8-15 9-11 25, Sura 7-14 5-6 20,
Wesley 1-7 2-2 5, Barry 1-7 1-2 3, Mutombo
1-2 0-0 2, Barrett 1-1 0-0 2, Taylor 4-6 3-4 11,
Padgett 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 39-85 20-25 104.

L.A. LAKERS — Butler 6-12 8-8 21, Odom
8-13 2-5 20, Mihm 3-7 4-4 10, Bryant 10-19 6-10
27, Atkins 6-11 0-0 15, Grant 2-3 2-2 6, Cook
3-4 0-0 8, Brown 2-4 0-0 4, Jones 0-1 0-0 0. To-
tals 40-74 22-29 111.

Houston 13 24 37 30—104
L.A. Lakers 26 35 22 28—111
Three-Point Goals—Houston 6-22

(McGrady 4-10, Wesley 1-3, Sura 1-6, Barry
0-3), L.A. Lakers 9-20 (Atkins 3-6, Cook 2-3,
Odom 2-4, Bryant 1-2, Butler 1-3, Brown 0-2).
Fouled out—Yao. Rebounds—Houston 46
(Howard 9), L.A. Lakers 46 (Odom 12). As-
sists—Houston 25 (McGrady, Sura 8), L.A.
Lakers 26 (Bryant 10). Total fouls—Houston
24, L.A. Lakers 23. Technicals—Houston
coach Van Gundy. A—18,997 (18,997).

NBA calendar
Jan. 10 — All player contracts guaranteed

for rest of the season.
Feb. 18-20 — All-Star weekend, Denver.
Feb. 24 — Trading deadline, 3 p.m. EST.
April 20 — Regular season ends.
April 23 — Playoffs begin.
June 7-10 — NBA predraft camp, Chicago.
June 9 — Earliest possible NBA Finals start

date.
June 21 — Early entry draft withdrawal

deadline.
June 23 — Latest possible NBA Finals end

date.
June 28 — NBA Draft, New York.

Grizzlies hold off Hornets,
stretch win streak to six
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BY CHRIS SHERIDAN

The Associated Press

“Whisper in Isiah’s ear for me,”
Chris Webber said.

OK, Chris. Here it goes: Psst,
Isiah Thomas, listen up.

Webber has a few reservations,
but he’s definitely intrigued by
the idea of playing for the New
York Knicks.

Webber rolled through New
York last week as the Sacramento
Kings made the first stop on a
four-game road trip, scoring 22
points in a seven-point victory
that gave the Kings their 20th win

of the season.
Only six

NBA teams en-
tered the
weekend with
as many as 20

wins, and none of them would fig-
ure to be eager to part with a play-
er as integral to their success as
Webber is to the Kings. But Sacra-
mento is a special case, still har-
boring the same unresolved chem-
istry issues that led Peja Stojakov-
ic to ask for a trade over the sum-
mer.

And the team’s financial com-
mitment to Webber — about $60

million over the next three years
— is somewhat of a risk as he con-
tinues his comeback from microf-
racture surgery on his right knee.

Webber freely acknowledges
he’s lost some of the explosive-
ness his knee used to provide, and
he remains cautious when consid-
ering whether his knee will hold
up over the long haul.

He also harbors some appre-
hension over whether he’d be wel-
comed in New York, a prospect
he gave serious consideration to
3½ years ago before re-signing
with Sacramento.

“There’s no player that’s ever

touched a basketball that I’ve
ever loved and admired more
than Isiah,” Webber said of the
Knicks president, who was win-
ning NBA titles with the Pistons
when Webber was growing up as
a teenager in Detroit.

Thomas is not scared off by the
amount of money remaining on
Webber’s contract, nor his 15 per-
cent trade kicker, but he is known
to be apprehensive about the
long-term health of Webber’s
knee.

Asked at the Kings-Knicks
game what type of piece he’d like
to add to the Knicks, Thomas an-

swered “Shaquille O’Neal.”

But Thomas privately remains

fixated on Webber, seeing him as

one of the final major pieces to

complete a transformation of a

roster to which he’s already

added Stephon Marbury, Jamal

Crawford, Tim Thomas, Nazr Mo-

hammed and rookie Trevor

Ariza, who has supplanted Penny

Hardaway — another Thomas ac-

quisition — as the backup shoot-

ing guard behind Allan Houston

during Crawford’s current injury

list absence.

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

W
hen Emeka Okafor
broke Shaquille
O’Neal’s rookie
record for consecu-

tive double-doubles, O’Neal softly
— and sarcastically — clapped
his hands.

“He gets the golf clap,” O’Neal
said. “There’s only one me. There
won’t ever be another like me.”

Maybe so, but there’s no deny-
ing that Okafor has turned plenty
of heads in his rookie season —
just like O’Neal did on the way to
becoming one of the 50 greatest
players in NBA history.

Okafor, the No. 2 pick in the
NBA Draft, has settled right into
his role as the cornerstone of the
expansion Bobcats and quickly
caught the eye of his opponents.

He’s been chosen as the NBA’s
rookie of the month the two times
the award has been given this sea-
son, and his streak of 19 straight
games in double figures in points
and rebounds broke O’Neal’s
mark of 16.

The streak was broken this
week in a loss to Cleveland, but
Okafor picked right back up two
nights later with 18 points and 10
rebounds in a victory over Minne-
sota in which Okafor spent most
of the night guarding Kevin Gar-
nett.

“If he continues to work and be-
come more polished, he can be re-
ally special,” Garnett said. “He’s
playing like an animal right now.”

The Bobcats never wavered in
their desire to draft Okafor.
Coach and general manager Bern-
ie Bickerstaff spent five days
scouting last year on Connecti-
cut’s campus.

Okafor was everything the Bob-
cats wanted to build their fran-
chise around. A proven winner,
he led UConn to the national title
last season and was the Most Out-
standing Player of the NCAA tour-
nament.

He’s tough, strong, takes pride
in defense and is extremely intelli-
gent. An Academic All-American,
Okafor graduated in three years
with a degree in finance and a 3.8
grade point average.

Still, there were questions.
He sat out three games at

UConn last season with a back in-
jury that had some NBA scouts
concerned. And he was dogged
by the perception he couldn’t star
on offense.

“The word coming out of col-
lege was he would be great defen-
sively and on the boards but
would struggle offensively,”
Miami coach Stan Van Gundy
said. “He hasn’t at all. He’s got
good, quick moves around the bas-
ket and he has shot the ball ex-
tremely well.

“He has proven to be an offen-
sive force and he seems to be get-
ting better and better.”

Heading into the weekend,
Okafor was averaging 15.8 points
per game. His 11.4 rebounds per

game ranked third in the NBA. If
his productivity has caught some
by surprise, Okafor isn’t among
them.

“I have no idea why people
think that about me. I led
[UConn] in scoring in a system
that was not designed for me to
score all the time,” Okafor said. “I
know I can score, and I don’t real-
ly understand why people are sur-
prised to see my scoring in the
NBA.”

Still, the questions were strong
enough that the Orlando Magic
passed on Okafor with the No. 1
pick in the draft. When the Magic
called high schooler Dwight
Howard’s name on draft night, a
crowd of about 14,000 at the Char-
lotte Coliseum erupted into
cheers and Bobcats management
let out a sigh of relief.

They had traded up from No. 4

to No. 2 to position themselves for
a shot at Okafor, then had to hope
the Magic wouldn’t take him first.

The Bobcats would have been
pleased with Howard, they insist-
ed, but Okafor was a far better fit
for a startup. They needed some-
one who could handle being the
face of the franchise, and under-
stand that every personnel move
Charlotte makes is based around
him and the long-term results it
can produce.

“His maturity is important be-
cause he has the ability to see the
big picture,” Bickerstaff said.
“We are trying to lay a founda-
tion, and he sees the big picture.
We’re going to put this together,
we’re going to find the big pieces,
and he makes it easier with his ap-
proach to the game.”

Making the U.S. Olympic team
was an extra bonus in Okafor’s de-
velopment. He didn’t play much,
but spent as much time learning
about the NBA from his team-
mates as he did soaking up the his-
tory and culture in every country
the team traveled to.

Bickerstaff said Okafor’s will-
ingness to observe and learn, and
his attention to detail, will make
him an NBA standout.

“He’s a guy with a routine. If
his routine is disoriented in any
way, it impacts his game,” Bicker-
staff said. “All the great players
I’ve been around, they had a rou-
tine. He gets it. A lot of pro play-
ers don’t understand responsibili-
ty. You don’t just show up be-
cause you are good.”

Seattle guard Ray Allen, a
UConn alum, is familiar with
Okafor from watching the Hus-
kies on TV. Even though he
doesn’t know him well personal-
ly, he said he never doubted Okaf-
or would come charging out of
the gate in the NBA.

“I tell everyone that playing for
Jim Calhoun at UConn is the hard-
est thing you’ll ever do. The NBA
is easy compared to that,” Allen
said. “If he could play for Cal-
houn, and he could win a national
championship for Calhoun, he
was ready for this level and
would have no problem breaking
out of the pigeon hole as a defen-
sive specialist.”

The question now is whether
Okafor can sustain his level of
play and win Rookie of the Year

honors. With an even tempera-
ment — Okafor said he only gets
excited “about the big stuff, like
winning a national championship
and getting drafted” — he refuses
to look that far ahead.

“It’s way too early, we’ve got
way too many games left for me

to be even thinking about that,”
Okafor said. “I could go out there
and tank it from here on out and
someone else could play great. So
right now I am just worrying
about doing my job and doing it
as well as I can, and nothing
else.”

Webber wonders whether New Yorkers would welcome him

Okafor off to good start for startup team
Bobcats rookie proving he can carry offensive load for expansion franchise

AP

Charlotte Bobcats’ Emeka Okafor, above, recently broke Shaquille

O’Neal’s rookie record with double-doubles in 19 consecutive games.

The word coming

out of college

was he would be

great defensively

and on the

boards but

would struggle

offensively. He

hasn’t at all.

Stan Van Gundy

Miami Heat coach
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BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

KAPALUA, Hawaii — Stand-
ing on the 12th tee, Mike Weir
gazed down at the Pacific and
watched dozens of surfers riding
one big wave after another. As he
walked up the 14th green and saw
the leader board in the Mercedes
Championship, he saw someone
riding a wave that was big even
by Maui’s standards.

There was Vijay Singh — on
top of his game, in the lead and
showing no signs of letting up.

“It’s just a given he’s going to
be there,” Weir said.

The only surprise Friday in the
second round was that Singh was
kind enough to give the rest of the
winners-only field a fighting
chance.

The 41-year-old Fijian was
6-under par through seven holes
and on the verge of turning the
season-opening tournament into
a blowout. Then putts stopped fall-
ing until the final hole, when
Singh made a 10-foot birdie putt
for an 8-under 65 that gave him a
two-shot lead over Weir.

“I just started off really well
and kept it going,” said Singh,
who was at 15-under 131 after
two rounds on the Plantation
Course at Kapalua.

He’ll have to continue if he
wants to win.

Weir looked sharp, overcoming
a three-putt bogey from 15 feet on
No. 10 to shoot a 10-under 63.
Ernie Els, who was another shot
behind after a 65, also made it
look easy. In fact, the Big Easy
has never had a round over par in
18 rounds at Kapalua.

“I just feel comfortable here,”
he said.

Tiger Woods feels anything but
that. Woods is swinging better
than he has in two years, and put-
ting like he just picked up the
game last week. Woods might be
challenging Singh for the lead ex-
cept for his difficulty on the
greens, missing six birdie putts in-
side 8 feet on Friday in his round
of 68 that left him five shots be-
hind.

“If I average my normal putts
per round like the rest of the year,
I’ve got a shot at it,” said Woods,
who has taken 32 putts each of
the first two days. “But hey, we’ve
all got to do it.”

And it can be done.
Weir made putts from a variety

of distances in matching his score
from the first round of 2002, just
one shot off the course record at
Kapalua. Defending champion
Stuart Appleby shot a 9-under 64
that got him back into contention,
six shots behind. Singh, the only
player without a bogey this week,
has certainly made his share.

Sergio Garcia and Jonathan
Kaye each had 67 and were at
11-under 135, while Chad Camp-
bell (67) and Stewart Cink (68)
joined Woods at 136. Retief Goos-
en and David Toms were at 138.

The Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — Roger Feder-
er began 2005 the way he finished
2004: with a victory.

Federer beat sixth-seeded Ivan
Ljubicic of Croatia 6-3, 6-1 Satur-
day in the Qatar Open final for his
21st straight match victory.

The Swiss star has won 13 tour-
nament finals in a row, dating to
October 2003, and he appears to
be in peak form heading into a title
defense in the year’s first Grand
Slam event, which starts Jan. 17.

“I am extremely happy to start
the new year in such fine fash-
ion,” Federer said. “I am sure this
win will give me great confidence
going into the Australian Open.”

Last year, he became the first
man since Mats Wilander in 1988
to win three Grand Slam titles in
a season, going 74-6 with 11 titles
overall.

The top-ranked and top-seeded
Federer needed just 63 minutes
to defeat Ljubicic and claim his
23rd career title in his 31st final.

Gore becomes latest Miami
player to enter NFL Draft

MIAMI — Miami running back
Frank Gore is skipping his senior
season and will enter the NFL
Draft, becoming the second Hur-
ricane in as many days to make
that jump.

“I think it’s time to move on,”
Gore said Friday.

He has already signed with
agent David Levine.

Roscoe Parrish, Miami’s lead-
ing receiver this season, made his
decision to leave school Thursday.

Miami coach Larry Coker was
among those who said Gore’s
stock would considerably rise if
he stayed at Miami for 2005. Gore

had two major knee injuries in col-
lege, and was occasionally slowed
by knee trouble this season. He
had a team-best 945 yards, cap-
ping a career in which he ran for
1,975 yards and 17 touchdowns.

Gore has a 2-year-old son and a
mother who is seriously ill with
kidney disease, and he wants to
begin providing for them.

Also on Friday, Missouri run-
ning back Damien Nash, who left
the team in November, an-
nounced he would enter the draft.

Nash, a junior, rushed for 1,254
yards and 12 touchdowns in two
seasons.

The relationship between Nash
and Missouri coach Gary Pinkel
apparently soured after Nash was
critical of play-calling following
Missouri’s 20-17 loss to Oklaho-
ma State on Oct. 23. He was sus-
pended for one game, and after
he returned, his playing time de-
creased.

Austria’s Grugger wins
men’s World Cup downhill

CHAMONIX, France — Jo-
hann Grugger won a World Cup
downhill for the second time this
season Saturday to lead a strong
showing by Austria, which cap-
tured three of the top four spots.

For the United States, Daron
Rahlves was fifth and overall
World Cup leader Bode Miller
shared eighth place.

Italy’s Kristian Ghedina pre-
vented an Austrian sweep by fin-
ishing second. Reigning downhill
world champion Michael Walch-
hofer was third, followed by team-
mate Mario Scheiber.

Slovenia’s Maze wins
women’s Cup giant slalom

SANTA CATERINA VALFUR-
VA, Italy — Slovenia’s Tina Maze
won a World Cup giant slalom Sat-
urday for her second victory this
season.

She was followed by Canadians
Genevieve Simard and Allison
Forsyth while Julia Mancuso of
the United States was fourth for
the best result of her career.

Maze covered the two runs on
the new Deborah Compagnoni
course in a combined time of 2
minutes, 36.78 seconds.

Boxer Camacho released
on bond in Mississippi

GULFPORT, Miss. —
Three-time boxing champion
Hector “Macho” Camacho was re-
leased from jail after a friend
paid part of his bond.

Camacho was charged with bur-
glary of a Gulfport computer
shop.

Biloxi police also charged him
with drug possession after offic-
ers said they found him with 10
ecstasy pills in a hotel room when
they arrested him Thursday.

The 42-year-old boxer was re-
leased Friday after being held on
$75,000 bail for the drug charge
and $50,000 for the burglary
charge, police said. Bonding com-
panies are required to collect 10
percent — in this case, $12,500. A
friend put up $2,000 and Cama-
cho will pay the rest, Randy Hil-
ton of D&H bail bonds told The
Associated Press on Saturday.

Camacho (78-5-2, 38 KOs) has
been training on the Mississippi
coast for a Jan. 21 middleweight
bout with Chris Walsh (19-7-1, 7
KOs) in Gulfport.

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS

The Associated Press

GRAPEVINE, Texas — Com-
puters, coaches and a committee
— or some combination of all
three — are the most likely op-
tions for the next revision of the
Bowl Championship Series.

Commissioners from the 11 Di-
vision I-A conferences met for
more than five hours Friday in
their first get-together since The
Associated Press asked last
month that its poll not be used in
the formula that determines the
teams for the four BCS games.

“What it’s done is stimulate a
re-evaluation of the whole crite-
ria,” ACC Commissioner John
Swofford said. “It’s interesting
that in the past, most of the focus
had been on the computers and
where they fit in. This is the first
year that we’ve really had the
focus redirected to the human
poll.”

The meeting on the opening
day of the NCAA convention was

the first step toward changes in
the BCS. Commissioners will
meet again in April, but BCS coor-
dinator and Big 12 Commissioner
Kevin Weiberg said there might
not be any final decisions then.

The primary issue is determin-
ing how to rank teams without the
AP poll. The BCS formula, also
using six computer rankings, was
streamlined this season to put
heavy emphasis on the two
human polls, the AP and the
ESPN/USA Today coaches poll.

Weiberg said the BCS could
look to supplant the AP poll, “if
there is a suitable replacement.”
The system, which started in
1989 and has overcome several
changes, could also rank teams
using the coaches poll and the
computers.

There is still the concern of the
coaches keeping their votes pri-
vate.

“The transparency issue is one
of our most important,” Weiberg
said. “That would put us in a posi-
tion to have some level of discom-
fort moving forward.”

The American Football Coach-
es Association is expected to dis-
cuss that issue when it begins its
convention Sunday in Louisville,
Ky. Coaches voted last month
against releasing their final bal-
lots.

More likely for the BCS is a “hy-
brid” approach using the coaches
and computer polls, plus a selec-
tion committee.

“There probably needs to be a
third element,” Big 10 Commis-
sioner James Delaney said. “I
think everybody feels like if you
have more information, more
ways to look at it, you minimize
extremes.”

Weiberg said commissioners
seemed to like the idea of a selec-
tion committee, similar to the
10-person panel of conference
commissioners and athletic direc-
tors used to set the 65-team field
for the NCAA basketball tourna-
ment.

“We did not get into the details,
but I think there is interest in it,”
Weiberg said. “We realize a lot of
the same issues apply.”

Changes to BCS could include
computer, coaches, committee

Singh still
on top in
Mercedes

AP

Ernie Els chips onto the ninth

green during the second round of

the Mercedes Championships on

Friday at the Kapalua Plantation

Course in Maui, Hawaii. Els fin-

ished the day at 12-under, three

shots behind leader Vijay Singh.

Federer opens 2005 season
with victory in Qatar Open
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10:30 p.m. Sunday:
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific

and AFN Radio

Game time is Central European.

Minnesota
Vikings

Green Bay
Packers

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Ryan
Longwell expects Sunday’s show-
down between the evenly
matched Minnesota Vikings and
Green Bay Packers to come down
to a last-second field goal.

And why not? Both times they
played in the regular season,
Green Bay won 34-31 on field
goals by Longwell as time ex-
pired, capping impressive
2-minute drives by Brett Favre.

Longwell nailed a 33-yarder on
Nov. 14 at Lambeau Field and a
29-yarder on Christmas Eve at
Minneapolis that gave the Pack-
ers their third straight NFC North
crown.

The difference in Sunday’s
first-round playoff game could be
a kicker’s toe yet again.

“I think so,” Longwell said.
“You look at them, the talent is
very equal. They had a tough
stretch at the end, but we had a
tough stretch at the beginning.
So, you look at our seasons and
they’re very similar. I just think it
sets up for an interesting game be-
cause you just don’t know what
you’re going to get from a rivalry
like this.”

Despite their sweep, the Pack-
ers aren’t overconfident about the
matchup. They know they easily
could have lost both times to Min-
nesota because the difference be-
tween the teams is so thin.

Both have prolific passing
games with star wide receivers,
superior pass protection and mul-
titalented offensive backfields to

keep opponents guessing. Each
also sports a banged-up defense,
a suspect secondary, a tendency
to tackle poorly and a penchant
for penalties.

Green Bay ranks first in the
NFC in total offense and second
in passing. Minnesota ranks first
in the NFC in passing and second
in total offense.

The Packers’ defense was 25th
in the NFL, the Vikings’ 28th.

Of the eight teams playing in
the first round of the playoffs,
Green Bay and Minnesota have
faced each other more times than
any other set of opponents. And
no matchup features a series as
close as the Packers’ 44-42-1 edge
over the Vikings.

“We know those guys, they
know us. We know what they do,
they know what we do,” Favre
said.

The Packers became the ninth
team in league history to reach
the postseason after posting a 1-4
record, and the Vikings made it
despite finishing 3-7 — so momen-
tum is on Green Bay’s side.

But the season sweep “really
wouldn’t matter a whole lot if we
don’t beat them in this game.
They would have the last laugh,”
Favre said. “They can easily win
the ballgame just as well as we
could. We just played. We know
each other as well as you can
know a team. There won’t be a
whole lot of tricks up either
team’s sleeves. It’s your goods
against their goods.”

Vikings kicker Morten Anders-
en, who said he went ice fishing

last week to prepare for the bitter
cold, also expects a kicker to be
lining up for another game-win-
ner on Sunday, and he hopes this
time it’s not Longwell.

“He’s had enough, hasn’t he?”
Andersen said.

Longwell has four game-win-
ning field goals in the past seven
weeks, including one against De-
troit in frigid conditions like those
expected Sunday.

“You have to prepare for that
every week and especially in the
playoffs,” Longwell said. “The
teams are just so evenly matched
and so equally talented in the
playoffs that you’ve got to pre-
pare for close games.”

Andersen couldn’t agree more:
“Playoffs are always pretty close.
And usually the kicking game
plays a vital role in the outcome.”

Vikings coach Mike Tice is kick-
ing himself over scoring too quick-
ly at the end of both regular-sea-
son games against the Packers,
thus giving Favre a chance to
come back — something he’s
done 34 times in the fourth quar-
ter during his NFL career.

“Obviously, we have to, against
Brett Favre, not give him the ball
last,” Tice said. “If we can im-
prove by one play or score a little
later, who knows how this thing’s
going to turn out?”

SLOW-DOWN, FROM BACK PAGE

Turf” in the NFC Championship
Game in January 2000.

The Buccaneers limited them
to 11 points but still lost.

In Super Bowl XXXVII, anoth-
er MVP quarterback, Rich Gan-
non, led another highly touted of-
fense, the Oakland Raiders, that
was deemed unstoppable. Five in-
terceptions later, including three
for touchdowns, the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers were holding the
Vince Lombardi Trophy.

“I think there’s a tendency to
think that No. 1 offenses can’t be
stopped, but I think if you play
great defense, it’s a tremendous
equalizer,” Lynch said.

� Avoid missed assign-
ments/tackles: The last two
weeks of the regular season have
showcased Denver at its relative
best, though matters arguably
might have been different had the
Tennessee Titans’ Steve McNair
and Manning played more than a
combined three snaps.

The Titans and Colts combined
for 353 yards, 18 first downs and
30 points, helping the Broncos fin-
ish ranked fourth in total defense.

But there have been games in
which Denver often has looked
lost — at Cincinnati, against Atlan-
ta, late at home against Oakland
and at Kansas City.

“I know we’ve got the talent to
match up with them, that’s no
problem,” Denver cornerback
Champ Bailey said. “We’ve got to
execute. … If we’re in position
with the athletes that we have,
there’s no one that can beat us. If
you get us out of position, we’re
just like any other defense, good
or bad.”

� Confusion, plus contusions:
Manning doesn’t do all those
pre-snap histrionics for nothing.
He wants the defense to give
away its alignment prematurely,
then attack its weakness.

The Broncos have to mix up
things without mixing up them-
selves.

“Whatever we do, we’ve just got
to do it well,” Bailey said. “If it’s
cover-2, zone blitz or man-to-man.
We’ve just got to do it well.”

The Broncos were forced to
play a lot of zone coverages in last
year’s playoff game because of a
depleted secondary.

They appear better suited to do
more this time, particularly with
the addition of Bailey.

“Whether we do or not, we’ve
got to,” Coyer said.

And expect the Broncos to try
to get physical with the Colts re-
ceivers and attack Manning as
much as possible with frequent
zone blitzes.

There are other areas of con-
cern.

Edgerrin James ran for 1,548
yards and was second in the NFL
in yards from scrimmage (2,031).
And tight ends Marcus Pollard
and Dallas Clark are no slouches,
either.

Even so, Coyer did manage a
smile while discussing all the
problems Indianapolis can create.

“You know what?” he said, eyes
widening, “I think it’s going to be
fun.”

at

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — There’s a
slight chance that Packers wide
receiver Robert Ferguson could
play Sunday, just three weeks
after a clothesline hit by Jackson-
ville’s Donovin Darius left him
temporarily paralyzed.

Green Bay coach Mike Sher-
man upgraded Ferguson from
doubtful to questionable for Sun-
day’s game against Minnesota
after Ferguson performed well
during Friday’s practice, his first
full workout since the injury.

Ferguson, however, hasn’t had
any contact yet, and that will prob-
ably prevent him from suiting up
Sunday. The more likely scenario
is for him to play next week at At-
lanta should the Packers win.

Even if he were to play against
the Vikings, Sherman said Fergu-
son would not return kicks.

Ferguson is still experiencing
headaches but has regained sensa-
tion and strength in his extremi-
ties, and team doctors cleared him
this week to return to the field.

His new helmet was equipped
with a visor to cut down on the
glare that continues to bothers
him. His chin snap and face mask

was broken on the old helmet,
which was stripped from his head
when he was hit Dec. 19 by Dari-
us, drawing a 15-yard penalty, an
ejection and a $75,000 fine.

Ferguson said he appreciated a
phone call from Darius in the hos-
pital, but he didn’t like Jackson-
ville coach Jack Del Rio referring
to him as “that guy” instead of by
name while defending his safety
over the vicious hit.

BY EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

DENVER — The NFL re-
fused Friday to retract wording
in a letter to Broncos safety
John Lynch that warned he
could be ejected for making an-
other illegal hit like the one that
knocked Colts tight end Dallas
Clark out of last Sunday’s game.

The league fined Lynch
$75,000 for the helmet-to-helmet
hit. Along with the fine, NFL dis-
ciplinarian Gene Washington
sent a letter reprimanding
Lynch and informing him that of-
ficials for Sunday’s playoff game
at Indianapolis have been alert-
ed to keep an eye on Lynch and
to eject him if warranted.

Lynch’s attorney, Harvey
Steinberg, wrote a letter to the
NFL appealing the fine and de-
manding that language threaten-
ing ejection be rescinded.

“We fear that the integrity of
this contest will be impacted ad-
versely here by the influence on
the impartiality of the officiating
crew,” Steinberg wrote in a let-
ter obtained by The Denver Post.

On Friday, a league spokes-
man said Art Shell, the NFL’s se-
nior vice president of football op-
erations, replied to Steinberg.

“He reviewed his points, be-
lieves Gene Washington’s letter
is appropriate, and therefore
will not be making a retraction,”
the spokesman said.

League refuses to rescind
warning to Denver’s Lynch

Denver (10-6) at
Indianapolis (12-4)

OPENING LINE — Colts by 7.
RECORD VS. SPREAD — Broncos 6-7.

Colts 9-6.
SERIES RECORD — Broncos lead 11-5

overall; Colts lead 1-0 in playoffs.
LAST MEETING — Broncos beat Colts

33-14 on Jan. 2 at Denver.
LAST POSTSEASON MEETING — Colts

beat Broncos 41-10 on Jan. 4, 2004, at Indi-
anapolis in AFC wild-card game.
LAST WEEK — Broncos beat Colts

33-14.
BRONCOS OFFENSE — OVERALL (5),

RUSH (4), PASS (6).
BRONCOS DEFENSE — OVERALL (4),

RUSH (4), PASS (6).
COLTS OFFENSE — OVERALL (2), RUSH

(15), PASS (1).
COLTS DEFENSE — OVERALL (29), RUSH

(24), PASS (29).
KEY MATCHUP — Broncos DE Reggie

Hayward vs. Colts QB Peyton Manning.
Manning had one of the most dominant
seasons in NFL history, setting records
with 49 TD passes and a 121.1 passer rat-
ing. He played only one series last week,
throwing two passes, and as a result fin-
ished third in the league with 4,557 yards
passing. He was sacked only 13 times all
season, and team allowed 14 all year,
tied for fewest in league. Hayward leads
Broncos with 10½ sacks, tied for
third-most in AFC. Broncos’ defense had
38 sacks. To win, Broncos must pressure
Manning, something few teams have
done this season.
STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES — Game

marks 13th time in NFL history teams
have met in playoffs next week after
they ended regular season against each
other. Winner of last regular-season
game has won playoff game five times.
... Against common opponents, Colts
were 7-2, Broncos were 5-4. ... Colts DE
Dwight Freeney led NFL with 16 sacks
and has 40 in past three seasons. ... Colts
led NFL with plus-19 turnover differen-
tial. Broncos were minus-9. ... Colts WR
Marvin Harrison was second in NFL with
15 TD receptions. ... Broncos QB Jake
Plummer passed for club-record 4,089
yards this season. ... Only Chiefs allowed
more gross yards passing per game
than Colts (264.5 per game) did in regu-
lar season.

Few secrets between rivals

Minnesota (8-8) at
Green Bay (10-6)

OPENING LINE — Packers by 6.
RECORD VS. SPREAD — Vikings 7-9.

Packers 7-8.
SERIES RECORD— Packers lead 44-42-1

overall.
LAST MEETING — Packers beat Vikings

34-31 on Dec. 24 at Minnesota.
LAST POSTSEASON MEETING — First

meeting.
LAST WEEK — Vikings lost to Redskins

21-18. Packers beat Bears 31-14.
VIKINGS OFFENSE — OVERALL (4),

RUSH (18), PASS (2).
VIKINGS DEFENSE — OVERALL (28),
RUSH (21), PASS (27t).
PACKERS OFFENSE — OVERALL (3),
RUSH (10), PASS (3).
PACKERS DEFENSE — OVERALL (25),
RUSH (14), PASS (25).
KEYMATCHUP— Vikings DT Kevin Will-
iams vs. Packers RB Ahman Green. In
two meetings against Vikings this sea-
son, Green rushed for 209 yards and one
TD. Green rushed for 1,163 yards, his
fifth consecutive 1,000-yard season,
tying Jim Taylor for most in club history.
Green ran for seven TDs this season. Vi-
kings allow 125.4 yards rushing per
game.Williamsmade Pro Bowl in his sec-
ond season.
STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES — Pack-
ers won both games against Vikings this
season by same score, 34-31. Both times,
Packers K Ryan Longwell hit winning FG
with no time remaining. ... Vikings QB
Daunte Culpepper led NFL with 4,717
yards passing, and was second with 39
TDs and a 110.9 passer rating. Packers
QB Brett Favre was second in NFC with
4,088 yards passing and third in confer-
ence with 30 TDs. ... Minnesota had only
eight TDs rushing. ... Packers WR Javon
Walker was third in NFL with 1,382 yards
receiving. ... Vikings’ offense averages
6.4 yards per play, second most in
league. ... Packers converted 47.3 per-
cent of third downs in regular season,
second best in NFL. ... Since 1990, Green
Bay has won the third meeting each
time it has played a club twice in a sea-
son and then in the playoffs (1993 and
1994 against Detroit; 1997 against
Tampa Bay). ... Packers had minus-14
turnover differential in regular season.
Vikings were plus-1. ...Packers allowed
only 14 sacks all season, tied for fewest
in league. Vikings’ defense had 39.

Ferguson recovers quickly
but unlikely to play Sunday

AP

Green Bay’s Robert Ferguson

practiced for the first time Friday

after absorbing this hit by Jackson-

ville’s Donovin Darius on Dec. 19.

Slow-down: Broncos gear up
for machine-like Manning

Playoff game expected to mirror
two regular-season nail-biters
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The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Jim Has-
lett has been told by New Or-
leans Saints owner Tom Benson
that he will return for a sixth sea-
son as coach.

Haslett’s five-year record of
42-38 is the second best in team
history behind Jim Mora’s 93-78
mark. The Saints, however,
have missed the playoffs four
straight years. This season, New
Orleans started 4-8 but won its
final four games to finish 8-8.

“There’s been a lot of specula-
tion about the coach the whole
year, and we wanted to get that
behind us as quick as possible,”
general manager Mickey Loom-
is said. “We’re strongly behind

Jim. He’s our coach. We strong-
ly believe that he is going to lead
this team to a championship.”

Haslett declined comment Sat-
urday.

Loomis said Benson met with
Haslett on Friday in West Palm
Beach, Fla., where the owner
has been on vacation. Loomis
also met with Haslett during the
week.

“Jim and I met several times
during the week to talk about
things we need to improve on and
set the tone for the next year,”
Loomis said. “Jim had to get
some feelings on the table and we
had to get that behind us.”

Haslett has two years remain-
ing on a five-year contract that
pays him an average of $3 mil-
lion a season.

Haslett will return for
sixth year with Saints

RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Houston
Astros will find out shortly wheth-
er they’ll keep Carlos Beltran.

Competing against the New
York Mets and perhaps other
teams, the Astros faced a Satur-
day midnight EST deadline to
re-sign the speedy center fielder
who helped Houston come within
a win of its first World Series ap-
pearance.

Beltran, 27, has been seeking a
contract in excess of $100 million.
Astros owner Drayton McLane
spoke with Beltran’s agent, Scott
Boras, on Saturday morning.

“There’s been no new develop-
ments,” Astros spokesman
Jimmy Stanton said. “There’s
nothing new to report. ... It’ll be a
long day.”

After Saturday, the Astros
would be unable to sign Beltran
until May 1.

Also Friday, the Los Angeles
Dodgers closed in on a contract
with Red Sox postseason hero
Derek Lowe worth about $36 mil-
lion over four years and finalized
their $24 million, three-year deal
to keep left-hander Odalis Perez.

“I can’t comment yet — saying
yes or saying no,” Lowe said from
his home in Fort Myers, Fla.,
when asked about a possible fu-
ture with the Dodgers.

Los Angeles was holding off fi-
nalizing a contract with Lowe,
wanting first to complete a deal
that would send Shawn Green to
Arizona, a lawyer involved in
those talks said on condition of an-
onymity.

Green, who is due to earn $16
million this season, did not reach
an agreement with the Diamond-
backs on a contract extension be-
fore Thursday’s deadline, but Ari-
zona and the Dodgers requested a
new window Friday night. Green
and the Diamondbacks were
given until Monday to agree to an
extension that would allow the
teams to finalize a revised trade.

“It’s a slightly different deal,”
Diamondbacks general partner
Ken Kendrick said. “We hope we
are able to come to terms with
Shawn. We were relatively close
on certain things and never really
had a chance to get to other
things.”

Dodgers General Manager
Paul DePodesta confirmed the
matter went to the commission-
er’s office, but he would not elabo-
rate.

Lowe was 14-12 with a 5.42
ERA in 33 starts for Boston last
season. But he was 3-0 with a 1.86
ERA in four games during the
postseason, three of them starts.
He was the winner in the final
game of all three postseason se-
ries — against the Angels, Yan-
kees and Cardinals — as the Red
Sox won their first World Series
in 86 years.

About the possibility of pitch-

ing for the Dodgers, Lowe said:
“They won their division last
year. Any time you can go to a
team that has won, or has a
chance to win, it definitely would
be a good situation.”

Lowe said he was disappointed
the Red Sox never made him an
offer to return, but added: “I
knew it was heading down that
path late in the season. You real-
ize that it’s a business. It was defi-
nitely an enjoyable place to play.
I have nothing but good things
and positive things to say about
playing there.”

Kevin Millwood, who like Belt-
ran and Lowe is represented by
Boras, finalized a $7 million,
one-year contract with the Cleve-
land Indians on Saturday.

Millwood is guaranteed $3 mil-
lion in salary. He also gets a $4
million signing bonus, but that
money is contingent on his not
spending more than 20 days on
the disabled list for a shoulder or
elbow injury sustained while
pitching — not fielding or batting.

Millwood also can earn an addi-
tional $1 million in performance
bonuses, getting the full amount
if he makes 34 starts or pitches
215 innings.

If Millwood spends 21 or more
days on the DL for an injury to his
shoulder or elbow sustained
while pitching, he would lose
1/183rd of the signing bonus for
each day on the DL, including the
first 20. That reduction calculates
to $21,857 per day.

“Kevin is a proven,
front-of-the-rotation veteran start-
ing pitcher who has considerable
experience in the playoff environ-
ment,” Indians General Manager
Mark Shapiro said. “That experi-
ence will serve as an invaluable
resource to our young pitchers.”

While waiting for Beltran’s de-
cision, the Mets reached a prelimi-
nary agreement on a one-year
contract with infielder Miguel
Cairo worth about $900,000.

Left-hander Chris Hammond
and the San Diego Padres agreed
to a $750,000, one-year contract
that is contingent on the reliever’s
passing a physical next week.
Gabe White, another left-handed
reliever, agreed to a $600,000,
one-year contract with the Atlan-
ta Braves.

Designated hitter Ruben Sierra
is staying with the Yankees, agree-
ing Saturday to a $1.5 million,
one-year contract. Also facing the
Saturday deadline to re-sign were
pitcher Pedro Astacio and first
baseman Dave McCarty (Bos-
ton); catcher Brent Mayne (Los
Angeles); and outfielder Doug
Glanville (Philadelphia). All but
Glanville were considering
re-signing.

Among players eligible for sala-
ry arbitration, Detroit first base-
man Carlos Pena agreed to a
one-year contract worth
$2,575,000.

There are 103 players who re-
main eligible to file by Jan. 14.

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Marty Schotten-
heimer’s guidance of one of the
great turnarounds in NFL history
won him The Associated Press
2004 NFL Coach of the Year
award.

Schottenheimer took the San
Diego Chargers from tailender to
division champion, from a 4-12
embarrassment to a 12-4 power
that was to host the New York
Jets in a playoff game Saturday
night. The 61-year-old, who also
has worked in Cleveland, Kansas
City and Washington, did his best
work of an 18½-season head
coaching career.

“There is a great sense of satis-
faction when you’re able to get
things going in the right direc-
tion,” said Schottenheimer, who
received 27½ of the 48 votes from
a national panel of writers and
broadcasters who cover pro foot-
ball. “I always pride myself on
one thing — I think I’m a teacher.
It’s fun to see your players listen
and work together to apply the
basic philosophies and concepts
that are important to success.”

Many of Schottenheimer’s
team have done that. He’s
coached division winners in
Cleveland, where he was the head
man from mid-1984 through
1988. And in Kansas City
(1989-98). He even had an 8-8
record in his one season in Wash-
ington, and considering how
other Redskins coaches have
done for owner Daniel Snyder,
that was impressive, too.

But his third season in San
Diego has been charmed. And
perhaps a bit lucky, because
Schottenheimer was looking for a
different quarterback and hoped
to go with first-round draft pick
Phillip Rivers.

When Rivers held out for half
of training camp, Schottenheimer
stuck with Drew Brees. Brees
wound up as Comeback Player of

the Year and Schottenheimer be-
came Coach of the Year for the
first time.

His players say Schottenhe-
imer’s decision to form a players
council and ease up in practices,
as well as remodeling the locker
room, made a big difference.

“I’ve seen it all year,” said line-
backer Donnie Edwards, who
also played for Schottenheimer in
Kansas City. “The way he’s
changed his coaching to under-
stand the players and let the play-
ers understand the coaches — so
it’s a two-way street now.

“There are so many things that
have changed. It’s all been for the
best. I’m really excited about
him, because he came into the
year with great enthusiasm and
great energy and it transferred
over right to us as players, and
we’ve been able to translate that
onto the field.”

Ravens’ Reed chosen as
Defensive Player of Year

NEW YORK — Ed Reed wasn’t

just the best defensive player on
the Baltimore Ravens — no small
feat with Ray Lewis as a team-
mate — he was the best defender
in the NFL this season.

The Ravens safety outplayed
even his illustrious buddy and
training partner in winning The
Associated Press 2004 Defensive
Player of the Year award. No one
was more impressed than Lewis.

“He deserves it,” said the
two-time winner of the honor.
“He prepares like a coach. He
loves to play, period. He brings
joy to work. He’s tough and
smart.”

Reed showed just how tough,
smart, resourceful and skilled he
is by dominating games from the
safety position. Usually, it’s line-
backers such as Lewis or ends
who get lots of sacks or corner-
backs who shut down opponents
who control games.

But Reed, in his third season
out of the University of Miami —
also Lewis’ college — had a great-
er impact than any other defend-
er.

He earned 20 votes from a na-
tional panel of writers and broad-
casters who cover pro football,
beating Steelers linebacker
James Farrior, who had 16. He is
the first safety to win the award
in 20 years.

Astros await word
on Beltran; Indians,
Millwood reach deal

Schottenheimer

earns AP award

AP

San Diego Chargers coach Marty

Schottenheimer, who guided his

team to a 12-4 record and a divi-

sion title after a 4-12 record, was

voted The Associated Press

Coach of the Year.

I always pride

myself on one

thing — I think

I’m a teacher. It’s

fun to see your

players listen

and work

together to apply

the basic

philosophies and

concepts that are

important to

success.

Marty Schottenheimer

San Diego Chargers coach
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7 p.m. Sunday:
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific

and AFN-Radio

Game time is Central European.

Denver
Broncos

Indianapolis
Colts

BY LEE RASIZER

Rocky Mountain News

All the pleasantries had just
been handed out and Larry Coyer
had more than given the Indianap-
olis Colts their due Wednesday.

Peyton Manning: greatest play-
er in the game today.

The coaching staff that guides
him: brilliant.

The receivers who catch Man-
ning’s passes: best in football as a
group.

But as the Denver Broncos de-
fensive coordinator kept talking
to reporters flanking him, his face
began to redden.

The intensity level began rising.
And about six questions in, the

usually serene Coyer erupted.
Enough about what the Colts’

top-ranked offense is capable of
doing. Instead, he wanted to chat
about Denver having what it
takes to slow them down in the
teams’ wild-card playoff matchup
Sunday at the RCA Dome.”

“They are what they are.
They’re very good. And we are
what we are,” Coyer said. “Now
we have to go raise hell and see
who wins. And we’re going to
raise mortal hell, OK? And we’ll
find out. That’s all I know to say.
… All the other stuff is [expletive]
and I won’t listen to it. We’ll see.
Let’s wait until the game, then
make our comments.”

The only statement the Bron-
cos defense made in its playoff
meeting at Indianapolis in Janu-
ary 2004 was that it wasn’t ready
for raising anything but the Colts’
points total.

Manning completed 12 passes
for 10 or more yards, including
touchdowns of 31, 46, 23 and 87
yards. Receivers Marvin Harri-
son and Brandon Stokley each
had 100-yard performances for
the first time in playoff history.
And that occurred in the first half.

The Broncos (10-6) vow there
won’t be a repeat this time.

“I promise you one thing,”
Broncos defensive tackle Ellis
Johnson said. “We will show up in
Indianapolis to play on Sunday.”

Once they arrive, how do they
figure to handle the league’s No. 2
offense?

There are a few ways the Bron-
cos will enhance their chances:

� Turn up the intensity: After
Denver’s playoff loss, Coyer was
incredulous that the defense
could be so flat emotionally.

“A whole bunch of this game is
intensity,” he said Wednesday.
“This is the real deal. You’re
one-and-done and that’s the way
it is until it’s over. And if you ain’t
ready to put it all out there, we’re
in trouble.”

� Don’t fall into the hype: The
Colts average 32.6 points, boast
three 1,000-yard receivers and the
league’s likely Most Valuable Play-
er in Manning, so they already
have gotten Denver’s attention.

“To look at it on paper, it’s kind
of like, ‘Man that can’t be right,’ ”
Johnson said.

Still, it doesn’t mean Indianapo-
lis is unbeatable.

“It’s just a matter of slowing
them down to a point,” Johnson
said.

The comments the Broncos are
hearing this week, that they have
little chance of doing just that, are
familiar to safety John Lynch.

At Tampa Bay, he played
against the St. Louis Rams’
high-powered “Greatest Show on

SEE SLOW-DOWN ON PAGE 30

at

Denver’s slow-down tactics

KRT

Broncos safety John Lynch (47) lowers the boom on Colts tight end Dallas Clark during Sunday’s game in
Denver. Lynch, who was fined $75,000 by the NFL for the helmet-to-helmet hit, was added to the Broncos
secondary, along with Champ Bailey, after Denver was torched 41-10 in the playoffs last year in Indianapolis.

Chargers’ Schottenheimer selected NFL coach of the year Page 31

SPORTSSPORTS

World No. 1 Singh
parlays scalding

start into two-shot
lead in Hawaii
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Productive Okafor
the centerpiece

of Bobcats’
inaugural season
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Broncos eager
to make amends
against Colts’
prolific offense

Memphis beats league’s worst team

to creep above .500 and extend

winning streak to six, Page 27

AP

Against Denver in last year’s play-
offs, Peyton Manning completed
22 of 26 passes for 377 yards,
five TDs and no interceptions.

Forecast at
Lambeau Field

calls for another
bitterly close call

between rivals
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